August, 2018

...In sacred places…
CELEBRATING MINISTRIES OF CALVARY AND ZION
LUTHERAN CHURCHES

Message from
Pastor Kim

Thank you . . .

In the last newsletter, we began a deeper
look at the words we pray and say in the
confession and forgiveness. We pick that
theme up again this month exploring more
of the confession and forgiveness using Walter Brueggemann’s
Prayers for a Privileged People.

Almighty God, to whom… all desires are known…
We are creatures inhabited by many desires.
The word desire reaches deep and wide:
Some of us can never have enough; Some of us are so anxious that we desire most of all to have and be in control;
Some of us are so full of hate and resentment that we desire
most of all to see our enemies overwhelmed.
We spend our energy managing our desires, waiting on them, investing
in them, keeping them hidden.
But you know, O Lord, and you know by your presence how to
change our desires, because in your presence, our desires lose their power as we receive again your look of love, your powerful embrace, your
steady summons.
And then we know our desires are too self-indulgent.
You have made us to desire only you…

Dear Calvary Lutheran,
Thank you for your continued participation in
mission share. Through it, lives are literally
changed through the spreading of the Gospel,
and the work of the church’s many serving
arms of meeting our neighbors’ needs near
and far. Thank you for being a part of God’s
work in the world in this way.
God’s Blessings and peace from the whole
Nebraska Synod Staff.
Dear Zion Members,
Thank you to everyone who donated items for
VBS. It was a complete success with your
help, the children and volunteers had a great
week learning how Jesus’s Rescues us!
We enjoyed sharing ice cream with 35 guests
Monday at the MWCH. Brings back memories for them of eating homemade ice cream
as a child and also making it to share with
their families. One lady said ‘I always made
everything homemade’!
Most guests are no longer able to attend our
social on the lawn at church, so they really
appreciate us bringing it to them.
Thanks so much to all the gals and my grandson for helping serve and cleanup.
A great way to share Gods love!
Mary Stevens

You, our beginning and our end,
You, our food and our rest,
You, our joy and our peace.
Turn us from desires that obsess us. Unburden us that we may know
our true desire and end in communion with you. Amen.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from Pastor Kim’s Message on page 1)

Almighty God…. from whom no secrets are hid….
We are rich conundrums of secrets, we weave a pattern of lies in
order to be well thought of, we engage in subterfuge about our truth.

We carry old secrets to painful to utter, too shameful to
acknowledge, too, burdensome to bear,
Of failures we cannot undo,
Of alienations we regret but cannot fix,
Of grandiose exhibits we cannot curb.
And you know them.

W.E.L.C.A. News
THANKS TO ALL OF YOU for helping make this year’s Ice
Cream Social a big success! You provided 35 gallons ice cream;
30 of you brought cakes, bars, brownies & cookies; 47 workers
helped with many hours of service. It also took many jugs of
tea & kool aid; several pots of coffee; several cash donations;
Thrivent Action Team funds; lots of flowers beautifully
arranged for the tables; lots of tables & chairs (some hauled
from a distance); and created a pile of wet towels and wash
cloths in the kitchen. And, don’t forget, we also served ice
cream at Midwest Covenant Home Assisted Living the next day,
too. Whew! You are all appreciated more than you’ll ever
know!
*Thanks to circles for furnishing coffee after worship this
summer! We’ll be looking for individuals to serve beginning in
September.

You know them all.
And so we take a deep sigh in your presence, no
longer needing to pretend and cover up and deny
We mostly do not have big sins to confess, only modest shames that
do not fit our hoped-for selves.
And then we find that your knowing is more powerful than your
than our secrets.
You know and do not turn away, and our secrets that
seemed too powerful are emptied of strength, secrets that
seemed too burdensome are now less severe.
We marvel that when you find us out, you stay
with us, taking us seriously, taking our secrets
soberly, but ultimately overpowering our little
failures with your massive love and abiding
presence.
In the moment of your knowing we
are eased and lightened, and we feel
the surge of joy move in our body
because we are yours

*Thanks to the daytime circles for serving lunch following
Marlene’s funeral.
*Service for month of August is Thankoffering number 2.
*Altar care for August is Mary Stevens and Kathi Jones.
September will be Gloria Oquist.
*Flowers in August by Ruth. Thank you for watering the plants,
too. September & October flowers will be by Mary Anna circle.
*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on August 23. Please join
us.

*We have received thank you’s from Oaks Indian Mission,
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Missions, and WELCA Thank
Offerings for the donations made to them.
*Nebraska Syndical Women’s Organization Autumn Renewal is
planned for Sept. 22 in Hastings. Keynote speaker, devotional
leader and singer will be Jill Miller from Sioux City. Save the
date on your calendars. I will print off registration forms and
take them to church &/or circle leaders when available. Looks
like fun!
AUGUST

Hostess/Dessert

Amen
Stayed tuned for more of these powerful reflections and prayers
in September as we continue our look at this prayer from the order Confession and Forgiveness.
Peace,
Pastor Kim

Ruth – 8/8

Mary

Mary Anna- 8/9 Elaine
Miriam – 8/10

Corinne

Grace & Peace to you,
Cheryl

Bible Study
Janelle
Elaine
_________
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Mission and Ministry
Update

Swede Home Food Pantry

Weaving a new fabric of home
Souad was born in Darfur, Sudan, where she lived
with her parents and 11 siblings. When conflict
broke out in the early 2000s, Souad and her family
were forced to flee and then spent 13 years living in
a refugee camp in Chad.
When Souad was 25, she and her family came to
live in Tucson, AZ, as refugees. While it was an
unfamiliar world, it wasn’t long before Souad’s
father took her and as many of her siblings as they could fit in a car to
Iskashitaa Refugee Network (IRN), where the whole family began volunteering.
IRN is an intergenerational network of Tucson volunteers and refugees
from Africa, Asia, and Middle East who harvest and redistribute locally
grown fruits and vegetables that would otherwise go to waste. Groups
of volunteers glean foot that would otherwise be unharvested from variety of locations around the city, such as citrus fruit at mobile home park
where residents have given permission to pick from their trees.
IRN’s goal is to empower recently arrived refugees by connecting them
with a wide variety of resources and opportunities to interact with the
community. Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger helped support this
important work in 2016 and 2017.
Programs like IRN are important ways our church accompanies our
neighbors as they build lives for themselves far from home. As the
number of displaced people around the work increases, accompaniment
of internally displaced people, refugees, migrants, and asylum-seekers
continues to meet a critical need. ELCA World Hunger works with
refugees in every step of their journey, from displacement to resettlement or repatriation.
IRN founder and director Barbara Eiswerth calls the program a
“multicultural exchange” that’s unique in its format. The network is
addressing several needs at once: reducing food waste, breaking down
barriers between people and helping refugees resettle. In addition to
taking home food that’s been gleaned, refugees also are connected with
other services through the network. At food preservation workshops,
participants can practice their English skills and share recipes and techniques from their home countries, such as pickled pumpkin seed paste,
fermented pumpkin leaves and date vinegar. It’s a perfect example of
ELCA World Hunger’s integrated philosophy in action, crossing lines
between food security, agriculture, education, and more.
“We’re ever developing the ways that we can help people.” Barbara
says. “It’s not going to be home, but we can help refugees weave a new
fabric of a new home.”
Today, Souad is 27 and working at a merchandise company. While she
works most weekdays and spends time at home cooking and helping
care for her younger siblings, she still spends her Saturdays volunteering, picking and sorting produce. To her, volunteering is part of the
fabric of her life.
“I like helping people,” she says. “It’s good for me.”

The Evangelism and Outreach Team
oversees a nonperishable food and
personal care item collection. You are
welcome to bring donations at any
time. Please place items you wish

to donate in the basket located in
the entry way of the church.
Items are usually delivered the last week of the month. In
August, your donations will go to Blue Valley Community
Action in Osceola.
Most recipients of Blue Valley Food Bank are families of 4
headed with working parents with little extra time. Canned
meats are especially needed, Boxed Dinners, Canned Fruits,
and Vegetables, and Breakfast Cereal are always needed as
well. Dessert mixes are a special treat. All items we donate
are greatly appreciated by the recipients as they meet their
critical needs.
Brody Ienn Attends Navel Academy Session
Brody Ienn, of Osceola, NE recently attend the
Navel Academy Summer Session (NASS) in
Baltimore, MD from June 2—7, 2018.
According to Brody, this weeklong camp is designed for future applicants of the Naval Academy to see if the rigorous academic and physical
life of the military is a good fit.
The first day at the Academy started with pep, the morning
workout, as did every morning. After morning workout was breakfast and a tour of the whole campus from the midshipmen. The
midshipmen shared interesting information with us about every
cannon on campus, and the each had been used on a ship in war.
Monday & Tuesday focused on classroom workshops. Wednesday
was Sea Trials, which was composed of four phases.”
Brody concluded “Thursday morning we had briefs on different
navy careers and presentation on the Travis Manion Foundation, a
group that empowers veterans and families of fallen hero's to develop character in future generations. The week ended with closing
remarks.”
“It was a great experience…and I learned a lot.” stated Brody. “The
fast pace let me know what to expect—I am planning a military
career after graduating high school.”
Brody is the son of Daniel and Fawn Ienn of Osceola.
(Article for Polk County Newspaper)
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announcements
School Supply Drive….
We will again be collecting donations for school supplies for
our Polk County schools.
There will be a special offering
taken on Sunday, July 29 and
Sunday, August 5. You can also
donate supplies if you would like, but they must be received by Sunday, August 5.

Thank you…
Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies and books
as well as funds for the
school supply drive for Crazy
Horse School on the Pine Ridge
reservation in South Dakota.
Your gifts enabled us to donate
well over $200 of supplies to the
school. The Osceola Methodist
Church also donated supplies and in total we were able to
bring 8 boxes of much need school supplies to this
school. Thank you for your generosity.

Mark Your Calendar…
Calvary and Zion will be having a joint worship service
on Sunday, September 2nd in Buckley Park at 9:30am at
the gazebo. Watch the bulletin for more information.

Confirmation Orientation
Confirmation orientation will be
on Wednesday, September 12th at
6:00pm. Because we have youth
from both Zion and Calvary this
year we will be meeting at Salem
Lutheran in Stromsburg. Orientation is for all confirmation students and parents. Classes will begin on September 19th at 6:00pm at Salem.

Deepest Sympathy…
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family
and friends of Marlene Hanquist. Marlene was
welcomed to her eternal home on Monday,
June 18th.

Benedict Community Sunday School...
Sunday School kick off will be held Sunday, September 9th at
the park. All are welcome to come enjoy coffee, donuts, and
fellowship while we bless our Sunday School teachers and students. Regular Sunday School will begin September 16th at the
United Methodist Church at 9:30am. All kids Pre-K—12th
grade are welcome! If you are interested in teaching regularly or
as a substitute, please contact Christine Jarosz 402-366-4860

Youth Mission Trip...
Come to worship on Sunday, August 5th to hear the youth
who went on the mission trip to Pine Ridge reservation share
about their trip. There are lots of stories too be shared. Hope
you can join us!

Calvary Sunday School
CHERISH Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 16th at its normal time.
Come, see, and experience the exciting things
we have in store for our youth this year!

Congratulations…
Calvary celebrated Kolton Neujahr’s
confirmation on Sunday, July 22nd.
Congratulations Kolton and God’s
Blessings.
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Benedict Community VBS
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Calvary Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
950 129th Road
Stromsburg, NE 68666
Church Phone: (402)764-5981
Doug Jones, Council President
Diana Johnson, Organist
Brianne Schoch, Secretary
LeAnn Willhoft, Custodian
Council Members:
Linda Fuhr, Doug Jones, Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Kay
Jones, Nick Nicholson,
Chris Smith
All Calvary members, Ministers

Rev. Kimberly Belken
Pastor
(402) 764-0481 (cell)
(402) 764-5961 (parsonage)
(402) 764-5981 (church office)
kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com
Zion Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
202 Sherman
Benedict NE 68316

Council President Cal Bittinger
Diana Johnson & Craig Swdenberg, Organist
Chris Jarosz, Sunday School
Council Members:
Cal Bittinger, LuAnn Bolton, Dawn Kush
All of Zion members, Ministers

Quilt of Valor
Project
Tierney Schoch made
a quilt for her Uncle
Fred Ehlers who
fought in the Vietnam
war, for her Quilt of
Valor Project for York
County 4H. The Quilt of Valor program is to cover service
members and veterans touched by war with comforting and
healing Quilt of Valor. Thank you for your service Fred!

Meet a Member
Ron Johnson was born in Osceola and was one of nine children of Roy and Nellie Johnson. He was baptized at St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Osceola. When he was a child, his family
moved to Lincoln and they attended Trinity Lutheran
Church. Ron was confirmed there. He attended Trinity Lutheran Elementary School and graduated from Lincoln High
School.
While living in Lincoln, Ron worked for Hardy Furniture,
Goodyear, and St. Elizabeth Hospital. He married Linda
Freeman who was a Friend, NE native. They have two children, Theresa and Shawn, and grandchildren Amanda, Ryan,
and Jasmine. They also have a cherished pet, Sophie, a little
dog who loves to accompany Ron.
The family moved back to Osceola and lived there until they
moved to Stromsburg. Ron lives at the Swede Haven apartments ad Linda is a resident at Midwest Covenant Home.
Ron and Linda became acquainted with Calvary, Swede
Home, when they attended a funeral for Ron’s sister’s brother-in-law. They immediately loved the beautiful building and
the following Sunday attended worship at Swede Home.
They decided that they wanted Swede Home to be their
church. Ron states that they loved the beautiful church
building, but more important was the friendliness that was
shown to them.

A little food for thought…
VISITING DAY ~ He had been looking forward to this moment
all week long. After 6 days of labor, the day finally arrived! A
woman came with the keys and opened the large, heavy doors.
The cold, gray hall springs to life in the warm glow of light. He
can hardly contain his emotions. The families begin to arrive. He
peers from the corner of the room longing for the first glimpse of
his loved ones. He lives for the weekends. He lives for these visits. He watches intently as more cars arrive. He loves them so and
would do anything for them. They embrace, sit quietly, and reminisce about how things used to be. At one point, they break into
singing and they begin to smile. But all too soon, the visit is over.
A tear comes to his eyes as they depart. Then the woman with the
keys closes the heavy doors. And he hears the key turn in the lock
marking the end of a very special day. There he stands alone
again. He would love to go with them one day. Yet, he knows that
most of his visitors will not contact him again until next week. He
stands alone and watches the last car pull away from the parking
lot. So, with a deep sigh, Jesus retreats into the sanctuary and
waits until next Sunday when he will hopefully see most of his
visitors again. (Author Unknown)
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Remember in
your prayers

Calvary:

Melissa Forsberg
Lenore Kessler
Denny Johnson
Linda Johnson
June Larson
Elvin Reetz
Imo Richardson
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Harvey Schlegelmilch
Vance & Elaine Toline
Jan Well-Bachman

August 12th
Gary and Jean Waller

August 19th
Dan & Lisa Oquist

Denver Metro Ministries
Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue Mission, Blue Valley Action
Houses for Health recipients.
Table Grace Café
Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod
staff
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congregations and members
Pastor Bob Bryan and the Nebraska Synod Prison Ministry
Our ELCA Partner Synod—Pacifica Synod
Our companion synods in Tanzania and Argentina

Birthdays

Anniversaries

August 27th
Randy & Fran Lott

Calvary:
02—April Neujahr
07—Patty Teig
10– Dennis Hinkle
11—Amy Harris
12—Laverne Stevens
21—Jarrett Althouse
22—Tim Althouse
24—Megan Oquist
25—Roger Hanquist
25—Kelby Neujahr
30—Body Ienn
31—Steve Udey
Zion:
07—Elvin Reetz
16—Jim Stearns
17—Rachelle Crowdell
22—Tierney Schoch
25—Corey Schlegelmilch
26—Susan Stearns
28—Axton Martin

To request prayers call
Calvary: Jan Ernst 402-747-8041
Zion: LuAnn Bolton 402-710-8708

Zion Worship Assistants
August:
Communion Assistant: Gina Schoch
Usher: Cal Bittinger
Greeter: Teresa Bittinger
Reader:
5—Teresa Bittinger, 12—LuAnn Bolton, 19—Gary Hild,
26—Gina Schoch
Acolyte:
5—Lyndsey Bolton, 12—Harley Martin, 19—Isaac Reetz,
26—Tierney Schoch

C a lv a r y W o r s h i p
A s s i s ta n t s
August
Assistant Ministers— Tina Watts
Scripture Reader—Ceagan Watts
Ushers— Rick & Kathi Jones
Acolyte—Jacob Adelson
Altar Care— Kathi Jones & Mary Stevens
Bell Ringer— Clayton Watts

August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

7p Calvary Council
Meeting

5

6

7

8:30a Zion Holy
Communion Worship
10:30a Calvary Holy
Communion Worship

12

8
7p Men’s Bible
Study
7p Ruth’s WELCA
Circle

7p Christian Education

9
2p Mary Anna’s
WELCA Circle

9a Miriam’s
WELCA Circle

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

8:30a Zion Worship
10:30a Calvary Worship

19
8:30a Zion Holy
Communion Worship
10:30a Calvary Holy
Communion Worship

26
8:30a Zion Worship
10:30a Calvary Worship

9a Quilt Day

27

28

29

30

31
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Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love

Council Notes
Council Notes, July 5, 2018
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•

Pastor opened the meeting with devotions based on a Native
American Legend, that we are never alone.
Pastor reported that Augustana Lutheran in Genoa is without
a Pastor. There is a shortage of interim pastors right now, so
Pastor Brenda and Pastor Kim will cover the Saturday evening service and share responsibility for pastoral care for emergencies and funerals
The Joint worship service with Zion on July 1 was well attended
Kolton Neujahr will be confirmed July 22
We had a good response of school supplies for the Mission
trip to be taken to the Crazy Horse School on Pine Ridge.
Thanks to congregation members for answering that request
Confirmation classes will begin in September. Since there are
students from both Zion and Swedehome, Salem has offered
the use of a classroom.
Sunday school plans are progressing – teachers and substitutes have agreed to serve, we are thankful for those that have
answered the call. We are excited with the curriculum that
has been ordered and having one Sunday a month be an intergenerational Sunday, combing the youth and adult classes.
Watch for further information, and plan on attending! There
will be an organizational meeting for the teachers and council
members on Thursday, August 2
First communion classes will be offered in October
The council is entertaining bids to replace the sound system
in the church and in the basement.
The council has directed the treasurer to complete the final
payment for the window restoration. We are grateful to all
those that contributed to the window restoration fund
The Nebraska Brass has again asked Swede Home to host a
concert. We are looking at dates in the Spring of 2019
Swedehome will again purchase school supplies for the four
county schools. We will have a free will offering basket on
last two Sundays of July and the First Sunday in August. You
may also bring in-kind donations if you would like. Please
have them at the church by the first Sunday in August.
School starts as early as August 14 for some of the schools!
The council accepted the resignation of Bill Carlstrom from
the church council and appointed Kay Jones to fulfill his
term, which will expired the end of 2019.

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance

June 2018
$541.77

Offering:
General Offering
ELCA Disaster Relief
ELCA Mission Share

7952.00
5.00
400.00
8357.00

Transfer from SAV to meet monthly budget

1300.00

Expenses:
Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee
Safe Deposit Box Rental Fee
Noyd Repair, LLC Sanctuary AC Service
USPS Postage
Office Net Quarterly Service
Church Office Air Conditioner
NE Synod ELCA-Mission Share
Zion Benedict June Share

8.79
16.00
85.83
100.00
230.10
249.00
1500.00
1931.77

Utilities:
Church:
Parsonage:

229.30
120.79

Salaries:
Pastor
Mileage
SECA
Continuing Ed Expense
Portico Benefits
Diana
LeeAnn
Bri
Supply Pastor Janet Anderson
Synod Assembly Lodging

2230.96
364.56
221.84
272.10
1046.82
445.41
255.73
255.73
195.78
339.15
$10080.57

Balance as of June 30th, 2018

$118.20

Designated $$ Transferred to Applicable SAV Acct:

*This page is only seen by Calvary Members

Our Guiding Principles
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God,
Share God’s Love
Guiding Principles:
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior
2. All are welcome in this place.
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection.
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy
6. Mutual respect in relationships

Return Service Requested
950 Road 129th
Stromsburg, NE 68666
CALVARY Lutheran church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
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