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Thank you . . .  Message from     

Pastor Kim 

Change is never easy, but it is a reality of life. 

No doubt you have faced many changes in 

your life: things like new school (or at least a 

new teacher at school), marriage, the birth of 

kids, kids moving to college, new job, retire-

ment, grandkids, new home, and so on. No matter how much we like 

things the way they are, things change.  

Many of you have by now received a letter from me informing you of 

my resignation as your pastor effective Friday, August 30. This is not 

a decision that I made lightly. It has been a joy and privilege to serve 

as your pastor these last four years. But during the last year, the Holy 

Spirit has given me a restless enough soul that I felt I needed to do 

some serious discernment about whether I had the gifts and calling to 

lead both congregations through the transitions that are coming. 

Joining me on this journey of discernment were members of synod 

staff in three different synods, friends, my spiritual director, and my 

family.  

Though the timing isn’t what I would have liked it to be, I believe 

that God has already raised up faithful people to walk with each con-

gregation going forward. I may not know exactly who these people 

are right now, but I do not doubt God’s presence in the midst of this 

and God’s care for both Zion and Swede Home.  

There is one thing I would ask though. Please pray for both Zion and 

Swede Home congregations. In addition to my departure, each con-

gregation faces its own set of transitions ahead.  

On Sunday, June 16, Zion members made the difficult decision to 

begin the process of closing the church. Dwindling population in the 

rural areas along with Benedict essentially becoming a bedroom com-

munity for York has over the last decade led to a smaller member-

ship. With the passing of several older members these past few years, 

Zion no longer has the person-power or financial stability for effec-

tive and mission-oriented ministry.  There is much that the Zion fam-

ily of faith has to grieve at the loss of their church home.  

Tentative plans are underway for a final worship service and celebra-

tion of their nearly 140 years of ministry in early January of 2020. 

(Continued on page 2) 

CELEBRATING MINISTRIES OF CALVARY AND ZION  

LUTHERAN CHURCHES 

Dear Calvary Lutheran Church,  
The Osceola Fire Department would like to 
thank you for your charitable contribution. 
Throughout the years, we have made major up-
grades to our firefighting and rescue capabilities 
thanks to your donations. The department is 
made up of dedicated members that not only an-
swer fire calls, but are there for car accidents, 
storm watches, standbys on community events 
and just about anything that requires man power 
in the community. Last year, the department 
spent about 3,100 hours serving our community 
and the surrounding areas.  
Again, thank you for your generosity,  
Marcus L. Augustin 

 

Dear Calvary and Zion members,  
Thank you for the prayers, cards, and flowers you 
sent after my surgery. I am so touched by your 
thoughtfulness.  
With love in Christ,  
Pastor Kim 

 
Our homemade ice cream is always a big hit at 
MWCH! Of course, toppings and bars are wel-
come offerings too!  About 45 guests eagerly 
took a seat and our members waited on them 
with a smile. I want to thank everyone who 
helped make this event possible. Also, thanks to 
all who donated flowers and helped arrange bou-
quets. You are all very much appreciated!!! 
Mary Stevens 
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Council members Cal Bittinger and LuAnn Bolton met 

with the Swede Home council at the beginning of July to 

inform them of this decision since the shared ministry 

agreement of the two churches requires six month notice 

be given for the termination of the agreement.  

Swede Home is now beginning the process of discern-

ment about future partnership for shared ministry. There 

are nearby congregations that are looking to share a pas-

tor, so the council will begin exploring those and poten-

tially other possibilities. I strongly felt that I should not 

be part of this discernment as any ministry partnership 

should outlive my tenure as your pastor. Additionally, it 

will be best for Swede Home and its new partner(s) to 

call a pastor together who has the gifts that each congre-

gation needs. These convictions contributed to my dis-

cernment process.  

As you can see, change is coming for both churches and 

both need your prayers and support. The Holy Spirit is 

always up to something— creating something new, com-

forting us in times of sorrow, and bringing about the 

kingdom of God through people like us.  

I thank you for four wonderful years of ministry. As 

much as I would love to, following my departure, I will 

be unable to provide pastoral care or services for mem-

bers of Zion and Swede Home. The synod is currently 

working on interim coverage so pastoral care, funerals, 

weddings, etc. will be handled by that person until a new 

pastor is called.  

May God be with you in the midst of all this change! 

With great love,  Pastor Kim 

(Continued from page 1) 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU for helping make this 
year’s Ice Cream Social a big success!  You provided 32 
gallons ice cream; 25 of you brought cakes, bars, brownies 
& cookies; 47 workers helped with many hours of service.  
It also took many jugs of tea & kool aid; several pots of 
coffee; generous cash donations; Thrivent Action Team 
funds; lots of flowers beautifully arranged for the tables; 
lots of tables & chairs (some hauled from a distance); and 
created a pile of wet towels and wash cloths in the kitchen.  
And, don’t forget, we also served ice cream at Midwest 
Covenant Home Assisted Living the next day, too.  Whew!  
You are all appreciated more than you’ll ever know!   

 

*Thanks to circles for furnishing coffee after worship this 
summer!  We’ll be looking for individuals to serve begin-
ning in September. 

*Thanks to the circles for serving lunch following Nick’s 
funeral.  

*Service for month of August is Thankoffering number 2. 

*Altar care for August is Mary Stevens and Kathi Jones.  
September will be Gloria Oquist. 

*Flowers in August by Ruth.  Thank you for watering the 
plants, too. September & October flowers will be by Mary 
Anna circle. 

*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on August 22nd.  
Please join us.  

*Nebraska Synodical Women’s Convention and Gathering 
is planned for October 11-13 at Camp Carol Joy Holling.  
Registrations are due 9/30.   

 

AUGUST 

  Hostess/Dessert Bible Study 

Ruth – 8/14     Kay      Cleaning Instead 

Mary Anna- 8/8   Elaine  Elaine 

Miriam – 8/9    Diana   Diana 

Grace & Peace to you,  

W.E.L.C.A. News 

Calvary is again in need of a church 

secretary. The job is for 12-15 hours a 

week. Talk to Pastor Kim if you are 

interested. Thank you to Mandi 

Kobus for the work she has done as 

our secretary. 



The Nebraska Synod has asked area congregations to 
serve as prayer partners for communities and congrega-
tions affected by the flooding and blizzards from March 
of this year. We have been asked to pray for St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church in Pender and their pastor, Rev. Kathy 
Montira. At this time, Pastor Montira shares that the 
community is getting back to normal, but that they 
would appreciate prayers for farming and cattle opera-
tions to be fruitful. Cattle have been stressed from the 
March flooding and because of their stress levels they are 
having trouble coping with the hot summer weather. 
Please pray for this congregation and watch future news-
letters and bulletins for updated prayer requests.  

Swede Home 

Food Pantry 

The Evangelism and Outreach 
Team oversees a nonperishable 
food and personal care item collec-
tion. You are  welcome to bring 
donations at any time. Please place 
items you wish to donate in the 
basket located in the entry way 
of the church. 

Items are usually delivered the last week of the month. In 
August donations will go to Blue Valley Food Pantry in 
Osceola.  

Most recipients of the food pantry are women and chil-
dren in need. They need food and grocery items, food 
that is easy to prepare and food children can fix for them-
selves. 

All of the items we donate are greatly appreciated by the 
recipients as they help meet critical needs. 
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If  you have children who have 

participated in Sunday School, 

you know that Calvary has a 

unique and vibrant Sunday 

School program. As we begin 

our fall session there are oppor-

tunities for people of  all ages to 

be involved. Talk to Pastor Kim 

or Cheryl Jones to see what that 

can mean for you. Sunday School 

will begin on Sept. 15th.  

Dear Calvary Lutheran Church,  

Thank you for your gift of $166.00 to ELCA World Hun-
ger. Your generous gift is enabling transformative works 
of love here in the United Sates and in 60 countries 
around the world, providing what is needed to end hun-
ger and poverty: access to clean water, health care, agri-
culture, livestock, education, and peace and justice. To-
gether, we are creatively and courageously working to-
ward a just world where all are fed.  
Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our 
neighbors around the world.  
In Christ,  
Rev. Robin  Brown 
Mission Funding Director 

Prayers for Disaster Victims 

Thank You 

Zion and Swede Home will have a joint worship service at 

9:30am in the Stromsburg City Park on Sunday, Sept. 1st. 

Zion will be hosting the fellowship time following the ser-

vice. Hope you can join us.  

Joint Worship Service 
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a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

With women in power malaria doesn't stand a chance.  
It is easy to think of malaria prevention as simply providing 
mosquito nets for prevention and medicine to those who 
have fallen ill. But there's much more to it than that.  
Burure is in the Gokwe Region of Zimbabwe, bordered by 
rivers that are notoriously difficult to cross during the rainy 
season. It is an area that has been plagued by outbreaks of 
malaria in the past. It is one of the most remote areas served 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe (ELCZ). 
ELCA World Hunger supports Burure's schools and the 
Burure Gokwe Clinic-- institutions that provide education 
and health care to an area of approximately 10,000 people.  
Jarios Charedzera is a village health worker supported by the 
ELCA Malaria Campaign. With contagiously enthusiastic 
and upbeat demeanor, Jairos teaches malaria prevention and 
control in Burure and the surrounding villages and is a 
"trainer of trainers" for income-generating savings groups in 
each of the villages.  

"Health and income that reduces poverty must never be 
separated," Jairos said. "When a household's income rises, 
so does the likelihood of good health."  
In each of the village savings and loan groups, the members-
- all women-- contribute money each month. That money is 
pooled together to invest in income-generating activities. 
The women plant and nurture a nutritional garden, growing 
squashes, peanuts, greens and spices. They also harvest hon-
ey from beehives they built and maintain.  
The profits of these activities are then used to provide goats, 
hens, pots, pans, mosquito nets, and other necessities for 
each member of the group and their households.  
Strong women are at the center of Burure's journey toward a 
future of hope and possibility. When women gain access to 
income, the whole community benefits.  

Dear members of Calvary,  

Thank you so much for supporting our Annual Ice Cream 
Social. It turned out to be a beautiful evening on the lawn. 
I’m sure the rain and lingering clouds kept some from 
venturing out, but it still was a good crowd. How ever you 
helped “Thank You!” Without your support & help, we 
could not sustain doing this.  

Would you help me in thanking the Ice Cream Social 
Committee? They work so hard. Gladys does all the 
advertising, getting posters out to area churches, 
advertising in the paper and marquee in Stromsburg. 
Gladys also applies for Thrivent Funds that helps us in 
defraying expenses. Cheryl & Deb Hanquist line up all the 
Ice Cream, bars, & workers; it is a big job and requires a 
lot of their time. Mary Stevens gathers all the flowers and 
coordinates arranging them in beautiful table bouquets. 
Mary also coordinates the Ice Cream Social at the 
Midwest Covenant Home on Monday. Bonnie, my 
faithful Co-Chair works tirelessly beside me to bring it all 
together!  

I really appreciate these ladies and all of you for your 
support and help!  
Sincerely, K. Jones 

Ice cream social! 

Mission and Ministry  Update 
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a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Benedict Community Vacation Bible School was held June 10-13.  

I would like to acknowledge and thank all those who generously 
donated time, money, resources, and prayer support to this year’s 
VBS. We had a wonderful week where we were able to share 
God’s word and message of salvation with 30 kids! A HUGE 
thank you to Betty Hirschfeld, Misty Westring Hirschfeld, Brianne 
Schoch, Amy Doremus, Sadie Wright, Elijah Smith, Hailee Pohl, 
Mattie Pohl, Brayden Wegrzyn, Talon Carter, and Grace Wright 
for being the hands and feet of Jesus by working hard all week 
long! 

You are appreciated and it couldn’t have been done without you! 

Chris Doremus  

Vacation Bible School 

https://www.facebook.com/betty.hirschfeld.9?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBoh1osXmbRB-K18Pk5s1lavW9Z6hFxUsXqZTBRwtXtUXlFdfYQguYOZ8LEGZl6YIAykbBYs056rhxs&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/brianne.schoch?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDmTAirh7Ip-IAlcpBv2HmtstumzJX55WIEoswnuU4HAFWQwh-hQQbSgEA2JmC_yRXP00IvB9ogiY30&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/amy.doremus.9?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDJDMU0z4wub0q9sK3wzyWpjXm1apWnVS9SIBJQmNVHOp5MFMl7DigKZHgUqwCWxrsTJ2If1NCFyDLr&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/brianne.schoch?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDmTAirh7Ip-IAlcpBv2HmtstumzJX55WIEoswnuU4HAFWQwh-hQQbSgEA2JmC_yRXP00IvB9ogiY30&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/amy.doremus.9?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDJDMU0z4wub0q9sK3wzyWpjXm1apWnVS9SIBJQmNVHOp5MFMl7DigKZHgUqwCWxrsTJ2If1NCFyDLr&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/sadie.martin.9231?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARA0ml81oX8EZYR9j6b2vnVtW69jmsn7PLfPHiVOjNM3gB6I6AFCpaNpt0_xGynwEBZZuFr9YJoYUjz2&dti=742266302574615&hc_location=group


Calvary Lutheran Church  

Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 

Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)764-5981 

 

Kent Adelson, Council President 

Diana Johnson, Organist 

LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 

 

Council Members: 

Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Kay Jones, Kent Adelson, 

Sandra Johnston, Dan Ienn, Fran Lott  
All Calvary members, Ministers 

Confirmation Camp 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

202 Sherman  

Benedict NE 68316 

 

Cal Bittinger, Council President 

Diana Johnson & Craig Swedenberg, Musicians  

Chris Jarosz, Sunday School  

 

Council Members:  

Cal Bittinger, LuAnn Bolton, Dawn Kush, Justin Schoch 

All of Zion members, Ministers 

Rev. Kimberly Belken 

Pastor 

(402) 764-0481 (cell) 

(402) 764-5961 (parsonage) 

(402) 764-5981 (church office) 

kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com 
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Pastor Kim and four confirmation students (Kylee Krol, 
Ethan Fjell, Harley Martin, and Lyndsey Bolton) spent the 
week of June 9-14 at Camp Carol Joy Holling's Ranch 
Camp. We studied Martin Luther and the Reformation 
while also enjoying all kinds of camp activities like Cooper-
ation Games, swimming, boating, horseback riding, fish-
ing, and more. A great time was had by all.  

  



Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 
Remember in 

your prayers 

Melissa Forsberg 
Denny Johnson 
Linda Johnson  
June Larson 
Alice Jane Oquist 
Elvin Reetz 
Imo Richardson  

• Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue Mis-
sion, Blue Valley Action, & Denver Metro Min-
istries  

• Houses for Health recipients. 

• St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Pender, NE 

• Table Grace Café  

• Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod 
staff 

• Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congrega-
tions and members 

• Our ELCA Partner Synod—Pacifica Synod  

Harvey Schlegelmilch 
Vance & Elaine Toline 
Jan Wells-Bachman  
 
 
 

To request prayers call  

Calvary: Jan Ernst 402-747-8041  

Zion: LuAnn Bolton 402-710-8708 

Calvary: 

 

Gary and Jean Waller 

August 12 

Dan and Lisa Oquist 

August 19 

Randy and Fran Lott 

August 27 

 

Calvary: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion: 

 

 

 

Zion Worship Assistants 

August 

Communion Assistant: Todd Schoch 
Usher: Fred Ehlers 

Greeter: Gina Schoch 

Readers:  

August 4th: Todd Schoch 

August 11th: LuAnn Bolton 

August 18th: Gina Schoch 

August 25th: Gary Hild 

Acolytes:  

August 4th: Krayton Schoch 
August 11th: Harley Martin 
August 18th: Axton Martin 

August 25th: Tierney Schoch 
 

C a lva r y  Wo r s h i p   

A s s i s ta n t s   

 

August  

Assistant Minister— Rick Jones 
Scripture Reader— Wayne Johnson 

Ushers— Rick and Kathi Jones 
Acolyte—Carter Fjell 

Altar Care— Mary Stevens and Kathi Jones 
Bell Ringer— Todd Hanquist 

 
 

02 April Neujahr 

03 Izabella Zurovski 

07 Patty Teig 

07 Ryan Fjell 

09 Jennifer Fjell 

09 Kiley Nielsen 

10 Dennis Hinkle 

11 Amy Harris 

12 LaVerne Stevens 

21 Jarrett Althouse 

21 Brita Jones 

22 Tim Althouse 

24 Megan Oquist 

25 Roger Hanquist 

25 Kelby Neujahr 

30 Brody Ienn 

31 Steve Udey 

07 Elvin Reetz 

16 Jim Stearns 

17 Rachelle Crowdell 

22 Tierney Schoch 

25 Corey Schlegelmilch 

26 Susan Stearns 

28 Axton Martin 



August 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1 
 

2 

 

3 

 

4 
8:30a Zion Worship 

10:30a Calvary Holy 

Communion Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

5 6 
 

7 
7:00p Church Coun-
cil 

8 
2p Mary Anna’s 

WELCA Circle  

7:00p Special coun-

cil meeting 

9 
9a Miriam’s 

WELCA Circle  

10 
 

11 
8:30a Zion Worship 

10:30a Calvary Worship 

 

12 13 
 

14 
7p Men’s Bible 
Study 
7p Ruth’s WELCA 

Circle  

15 
 

16 
 

17 

18 
8:30a Zion Worship 

10:30a Calvary Holy 

Communion Worship 

19 20 
 

21 
 
 

22 
9a Quilt Day 

23 24 

25 
8:30a Zion Worship 

10:30a Calvary Worship 

1pm Fellowship Hall 

reserved  

26 
 

27 28 
 
 

29 30 
Pastor Kim’s last day 

in office 

31 
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Council Notes 

Treasurer’s Report            June, 2019 

Beginning Balance         $3,036.65 

Offering:  

 

 

 

 

 

Expenses: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utilities: 

 

Parsonage               120.46 

 

Salaries: 

Pastor              2,291.19 

Mileage                396.98 

SECA               227.85 

 

LeeAnn                236.64 

Mandi                265.05 

Substitute Organist                50.00 

Synod Assembly Lodging             132.60 

  Total Expenses:          $9,641.47 

Balance as of March 31, 2019:        $3,140.30 

 

Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love  

*This page is only seen by Calvary Members 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
June 5, 2019 
 

Vacation Bible School – Children are attending 
the programs that are the most convenient 
for them. For next year query parents and 
divide the offerings we provide based on the 
number of our children participating in the 
different church’s programs. 

Building Committee Report: Kay to create a 
Property File for receipts and information on 
significant property purchases 

Doors – Refinish main doors in the fall. Will con-
tact the people who supplied the doors. Will 
also check the elevator entrance door latch. 

Gutters – Don Fuhr cleaned the gutters on the 
addition and suggested gutter guards. Kent 
will check with Louis Roofing Contractors in 
Grand Island who installed the gutters. 

IVF Celebrate Grant – The Immanuel Vison 
Foundation is offering a $1000 grant to any 
congregation with a plan to celebrate their 
ministry. Pastor will apply for a grant to sup-
port the Annie Jeffrey Foundation to provide 
medical services for our community and to 
the Nebraska Synod Prison Ministry to pro-
vide spiritual services to Nebraska inmates. 

Spiritual Director – Worship committee dis-
cussed providing opportunities to grow spir-
itually. Will contact Connie Stover from Syn-
od office to visit on June 30th.  

Prayer Support Partner – For congregations af-
fected by the floods and blizzard that devas-
tated their communities this spring. The Syn-
od will connect us with one of these congre-
gations and then we will ask the congregation 
what they need from us so they don’t feel 
forgotten.  

 



Our Guiding Principles  

Mission Statement: Know God, Love God, 

Share God’s Love 

 

Guiding Principles: 

1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 

2. All are welcome in this place. 

3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality 

4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection. 

5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy 

6. Mutual respect in relationships 

 950 Road 129th 

Stromsburg, NE 68666 

CALVARY Lutheran church   

Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
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