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Because, God works in unexpected and mysterious 
ways.  

Our offering hymn throughout the season of Advent 
is “Unexpected and Mysterious” (ELW #258). It is a 
haunting hymn of God’s continued presence in the 
world. In unexpected and mysterious ways—ways 
beyond our understanding—God is with us always.    

Peace 

Pastor Hillary 

    

 

We sing the lyrics, “Silent night, holy 
night” every year during the candlelight 
portion of the Christmas Eve service. 
This hymn was written one Christmas 
Eve way back in 1818. Father Joseph 

Mohr, priest at the Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf bei 
Salzburg, was preparing for the midnight service when he dis-
covered that the church organ was broken. All the beautiful 
music they had planned was ruined. 

  

But as we know, God works in mysterious and unexpected 
ways. Father Joseph felt like writing a new song that could be 
sung without the organ. His creative work resulted in the 
wonderful hymn Stille Nacht. He brought the lyrics to his or-
ganist, Franz Gruber, who composed a simple tune. That 
Christmas Eve they sang the first Silent Night with only a 
guitar.   

Eventually the song spread all the way to German-speaking 
congregations across America. It was soon translated from 
the German to the English hymn we know so well.   

This year is a year of first for the Pastors Christensen. It will 
be our first Christmas with Wilder, our first Christmas called 
as pastors to some wonderful congregations, our first Christ-
mas back in Nebraska. We are so excited to start new tradi-
tions with our little family.  

For the past few years, traditions have been on hold. We 
may have been unable to meet together with our family for 
the special Christmas meal or gather to open presents with 
grandchildren. Throughout the pandemic, new traditions 
were created: zoomed present openings with relatives who 
live so far away or watching worship online with family.  

This Christmas may be the one where we can have our old 
traditions along with the new ones we created during the 
pandemic. As we begin the season of Advent, waiting for 
Christmas, think about how these old and new traditions 
might be ways in which God is working in the world.  
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Announcements 

W.E.L.C.A. News 
The Evangelism and Out-

reach Team oversees a non-
perishable food and personal 

care item collection. 

Please place items you wish to donate in the 
basket December donations go  to  

Blue Valley Community Action  

  

  

 

 

 

*WELCA Annual Christmas meeting for all 
women of the church will be Dec. 4 at 9:00 a.m. 
in the church basement.  Host will be Ruth Circle.  
We will be voting on where to send our end of the 
year offerings and for 2023 officers. 

*Service for month of December is an offering for a 
local family in need. 

*Altar care for December will be Cheryl Jones and 
Kay Jones. 

*Flowers and cheer in December will be by Miriam 
circle. Thank you for watering any plants. 

*Poinsettias may be brought to church for 
Christmas Eve services. 

*THANK YOU to all that gave offerings for needy 
families with children served by ESU #7 at Novem-
ber circles and at church.  Your offerings are     
helping make Christmas memorable for about 70 
children.   

*Thank you for helping fill out the annual yearbook 
for WELCA meetings, committees, etc. We appreci-
ate Kay’s work at creating the yearbook for us! 

*Time to sign up for 2023 ushers, readers, and wor-
ship assistants.  If you would like to help, please sign 
up at church or talk to Diana Johnson. 

*A thought about presence: 

Through Advent, God invites us to tune in to our 
faith rather than feel stressed out - a challenge given 
the crazy pace and pressures the holiday season can 
bring. An article in Living Lutheran encourages us to 
“carve out time to read devotions; learn to ‘say no’ 
when you’re feeling over-committed; explore mind-
ful movement (exercise, yoga, Tai Chi, etc.); limit 
social media; and focus on ‘presence’, not presents.”   

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the gov-
ernment will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.”  ~ Isaiah 9:6 

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas,  

Cheryl 

- Christmas Eve Service is Saturday, December 24th 
at 9pm. . You may bring poinsettias during the 
week and they will fill our altar area on Christmas 
Eve.  

- No live worship service on  Christmas Day. An online 
service will be posted to the church's Facebook page by 
9am Christmas morning.    All are invited to cozy up 
with family and watch together at home.  

- Pastors Hillary and Evan Christensen are having a 
Holiday Open House. All are welcome to swing by the 
parsonage in Genoa on Friday, December 16th from  
3p - 7p. We will have drinks and snacks. Come in your 
favorite seasonal attire (Advent Blues, snowman hats, 
Christmas sweaters, or Santa ties!) 
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        Thank You  Recipes 

———————————————————————-

Thanks to Ben Carlson for this cookie recipe, just in 
time for the holidays!  The cookie recipe is one from his 
Grandma Carlson. It was always a special treat as she 
would make these when she knew they were coming to 
visit. 

  Sour Cream Cookie 

Cream together: 1 ¼ Cup Sugar, 1 Cup shortening, 1 
Teaspoon vanilla 
 
Sift together:  
1 tsp salt, ½ tsp Baking Soda, ½ tsp baking powder, 1 
tsp cinnamon, ½ tsp cloves, ½ tsp nutmeg, 3 cups sifted 
flour 
 
Add dry ingredients to the creamed sugar shortening and 
then mix alternating with ½ cup sour cream (you could 
add 4 tablespoons vinegar to ½ cup sweet cream) * 
 
Chill for 1 hour then shape into long rolls and chill for 6 
to 8 hours or overnight.  Bake on an ungreased cookie 
sheet for 8 to 10 minutes in 400-degree oven 
 
*You may add variations such as fruits, nuts, raisins or 
cranraisins or anything you would like 
 

The officers and members of the Polk Volunteer Fire 
Department thank you very much for your donation to 
our department. The $250.00 will be used to keep the 
Rescue Unit 99  updated.  

Denny Carlstrom 

The Osceola Fire Department would like to thank  
you for your charitable contribution of $250.00. 
Throughout the years we have made major upgrades 
to our firefighting and rescue capabilities thanks to 
donations like yours.  

Last year, the department spent about 3,100 hours 
serving our community and the surrounding areas. We 
thank you for your gift. 

Marcus Augustin, Treasurer 

Genesis House once again wants to thank Swede 
Home for their generous monetary offerings and gifts 
for the food panty.  You help us make a difference to 
continue our mission of helping and supporting victims 
of domestic violence.  

Thanks again, Sherri Nielson, Director 

Thank you for all those who helped with the packing of 
the 75 personal care kits that were sent to Lutheran 
World Relief.  Those who helped after church on     
Sunday the 30th included: Patty, Karen, Colby, Fran, 
Deb H, Ryan, Eli,  Kent, Kay, Don, Linda. My apolo-
gies if I forgot someone!  Also, Thanks to David Ernst 
for delivering the kits to the St. John’s Church in Nor-
folk, the check off point where all kits and quilts were 
loaded on a semi and delivered to  Lutheran World Re-
lief in Minnesota for distribution.   God’s Work—many 
hands! 
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       God’s Work, Our Hands  Growing in Faith 

——————————————————————

 We have been enjoying 
meeting twice a month! 
The youth have been 
learning new games, 
decorating pumpkins, 
and reading through 
the gospel of Mark. We 
have also been playing 
lots of games. Most 
recently we learned the 

game "Dutch Blitz!" We are excited to see what the 
new year brings.  

All youth are welcome ! We are still looking for a cre-
ative name for the   group! 

 This year we started a new tradi-
tion at Swede Home—we hosted 
a Beer and Hymns festival in cele-
bration of Reformation Day.   
Our 3 point congregations of     
Augustana and First Rising City 

were invited along with friends, family and neighbors! 

We had a great attendance of 50+ people—as we served 
tastings of craft beer and sodas along with some excellent 
charcuterie boards, pretzel bites, hot dogs and sweets.  

As the evening progressed we sang many traditional 
hymns and songs—reminding us of our heritage.  We 
thank Diana Johnson for accompanying our boisterous 
voices! Mickey Mouse had a one verse solo singing “A 
Mighty Fortress”  needless to say, a good time was had by 
all! 

 

 

 

 

Members of the     
Adelson  family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria Oquist, Trudy                                                 
Anderson and Elaine 

Westring 

                                                    

Christmas meals: 
the Evangelism 
and Outreach 
committee will 
again provide 
meals to the Sen-
iors in the county 
that normally re-
ceive Meals on 

Wheels. The meal kit will include a ham, potatoes, 
green beans and a pumpkin pie.  If you would like to 
help assemble the meal bags on Thursday evening, 
December 22, please let Cheryl or Linda know 

A special thank you to Mike and 
Anita for donating the beautiful 
Christmas tree in memory of  their 
son Jason. 

Thanks to Mike and Anita, Gia and 
Kent, Lisa and Dan, Monty and Cheryl for           
decorating the tree and the sanctuary. The Church 
looks beautiful. 

Thanks to Kathi Jones for filling the outside planters 
with Christmas greenery and to Kay and Gloria for 
providing the Christmas table decorations.  God’s 
work, many hands! 
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  Outreach to the community  In the news   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, we extended our outreach to the area        
communities by participating in the Polk, Osceola and 
Stromsburg  Trunk and Treat activities.  

 

 

———————————————————————-
Gia Adelson  and 
Lisa Oquist   
handed out treats 
at Polk on        
October 26th 

Kay Jones was   in  
Osceola on October 
30 to  Capture His 
Spirit 

Sandy  Johnston dressed in costume at 
Stromsburg’s Trunk and Treat on October 

Husker Football 
Thanks to the generosity of a former Osceola resident, 
Galen Wiser who donated 2 free tickets to the Nebraska 
vs. Wisconsin football game, Jar-
rett and Missy Althouse attended 
the very cold game and ALMOST 
saw a Husker win—oh so close! 

 

On Veterans Day, November 
11, Swede Home Member 
Doug Jones was gifted a Quilt 
of Valor at the Osceola High 
School Veterans Program. 
Thank you for your service, 
Doug. 



Meet a Member – Tammy Jones 
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  Pastor Evan     Cell Phone  402-689-5495 (text or call)
Email: evan@pastorchristensen.com 

Pastor Hillary     Cell Phone 402-980-1102 (text or call)
Email: hillary@pastorchristensen.com 

IF you are texting or emailing a pastor, please include 
both pastors in the text or email 

Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Secretary at  

calvryswedehomechurch@gmail.com  or text or call                  
402-366-2091,  If you have not done so, follow Swede Home on 
our Facebook page.  

 Calvary Lutheran Church  
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)764-5981 
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com 

Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com 
Facebook “Swede Home” 

 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Randy Lott,  Council Chairman 
Kent Adelson, Council Vice Chairman 

 Sandy Johnston, Council Secretary 
Diana Johnson, Organist 

Linda Fuhr, Secretary 
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 

 
Council Members: 

Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Dan Oquist,              
Kent Adelson, Sandra Johnston, Kris Udey, Randy Lott 

  

Tammy grew up in Osceola. Her 
parents were Bob and Margie  
Johansen, who both grew up in 
Osceola.  She has a sister Terri 
Johansen and a brother Rob    
Johansen.  Tammy married her 

high school sweetheart, Mark Jones and they live on 
a farm west of Swede Home. They have three     
children: Tyler, married to Emily and they live in 
Charlotte, NC . They have a son named Bohman, 
age 2 and he is named after her mother-in-law,    
Carol’s, maiden name.  Talia is married to Carson 
Frank and they live in west Omaha. They have 2 
boys: Quaid who is 5 and Roane who just turned 3.  
Their son Tory, passed away in July of this year. 

Tammy graduated from Osceola High School and 
attend Wayne State College for one year before she 
and Mark got married.  She had planned to become 
an accountant but Mark had different plans!! 

Tammy loves to make quilts! And also loves to do 
any kind of crafts.  Both she and Mark enjoy going 
to rock concerts and usually attend at least 3 a year. 
This past summer they attended the Iowa State Fair 
and saw “Disturbed” in concert. 

She likes to spend lots of time with her grandboys.  
It has been a joy to often see the boys in Omaha and 
soon will be able to see Bohman more often as they 
are moving to LaCresent, Minnesota which will be 
within driving distance! 

Since they lost Tory, she and her family have become 
very passionate about educating people on huffing 
addictions and mental health awareness.  She strong-
ly believes people need to talk about it and become 
aware of the increasing problems. 

Tammy was raised Methodist.  After she and Mark 
married, they had to decide where to go to church. 
Pastor Berggren was a big influence on her choice of 
Swede Home. He was very good about explaining 
how Methodist and Lutherans were alike and differ-
ent.  Her favorite part of Swede Home is attending 
the Christmas Eve service at Calvary with her family.  



Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 
Remember in 
your prayers 

Melissa Forsberg 
Janice Forsberg 
June Larson 
Alice Jane Oquist 
LeRoy Hoyer 
Beth Wienik 
· Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue Mis-

sion, Blue Valley Action 
· Houses for Health recipients. 

· Bishop Scott Johnson and the Nebraska Synod  
staff 

· Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congrega-
tions and members 

· Brody Ienn in service to our country 
· Our government leaders 
· Our companion synods in Tanzania and Argen-

tina 
·  

december 

D e c e m b e r  
Assistant Minister –    Adelson family 
Scripture Reader –   Adelson family 

Ushers –   Fran and Randy Lott  December 4; 
Kilgore family December 11, 18,24   

Altar –Cheryl and Kay    
Acolyte –  Jarrett Althouse 

Bell Ringer –    Adelson family 
  

   Jan Wells-Bachman           
Yvonne Stauber                  
Dave Cook                      
All who are shut in and need 
prayers and support 

We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration 

To request prayers  please email the church or call 
Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366-4797) 

  

 

december 

 

                              THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the members who continue 
with their financial support for Swede Home 
Church. In these trying times, we realize even 
more the words “to give as you are able”  
God’s Blessing 

 

 We are in need of   
acolytes for 2023!. This 
has been something 
that the youth of our 
congregation has done 

as part of their confirmation commitment. We cur-
rently do not have a confirmation class, and        
although the youth is still willing to acolyte—  it 
would be helpful if other members would consider 
helping out with the worship service by acolyteing.  
Give it prayerful consideration and if the Spirit 
moves you, please sign up! 

01 Don Fuhr 
01 Elise Fjell 
06 Evan Christensen 
09 Bonnie Di mer 
11 Elaine Westring 
13 Linda Jones 
16 Gia Adelson 
16 Jean Waller 
18 Paul Ernst 
18 Brady Hanquist 
19 Craig Johnson 
20 Layne Hanquist 
20 Ryan Jones 
23 Jadyn Johnson 
24 Owen Nielsen 
26 Mervin Larson 
27 Ryker Berggren 
28 Elijah Fjell 
28 Joann Stevens 
29 Carol Jones 
31 Sandi Fredrickson 
31 Cooper Smith 

2 Dan and Fawn Ienn 

30   Layne and Deb Hanquist 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

DECEMBER 2022 

Pastors’      
Holiday Open 
House 

Genoa  3pm to 
7pm 

Christmas 
Eve Candle 
Light Service 

9:00 p.m. 

Merry   
Christmas     
No Regular 
Church     
Service 

9 am WELCA annual 
meeting                  
10:30 am Worship 
with communion    
6:30 pm youth group 

10:30 am  
Worship     
Service 

10:30 am Worship 
service with    
communion                
6:30pm  Youth 
Group  

7 pm Men’s 
Bible Study 
at Wayne 
Johnson’s 

  

6:00 pm at          
Augustana-Genoa 

THE LONGEST   
DAY 
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Council Notes  

 

¨ Council continues to disburse !0% of Smith Estate 
funds, with remaining amount of $4,000 to be dis-
bursed. To date distribution of $1,000 has gone to: 
Back Pack Program, Camp Carol Joy Holling schol-
arships, Columbus Rescue Mission building fund, 
Mission Heart in Central City, Brian Mass Leader-
ship Fund, Each of Polk County fire departments, 
Each Polk County Schools for Teammates and/or 
Girls on the Run, Hurricane Ian Response matched 
by Christus Victory ELCA Church in Naples, FL 
 

¨ Q150 Celebration Sunday August 13, 2023 with 
Bishop Johnson  

¨ Property committee in discussion with Church Mu-
tual and BD Construction regarding parsonage 

¨ Historical pictures in Narthex will be repaired 

¨ Phones have been replaced in church office and 
kitchen  

¨ Christmas Eve Services at 9:00 pm December 24 

¨ No Worship Services on Sunday, Christmas Day, 
December 25.  An on line message will be available 
on Facebook 

 

Treasurer's Report 
     October 
     2022 
Beginning Balance   $2,226.45 
Offerings:     
 General Offerings   14,017.00 
 ELCA Disaster Relief   5.00 
 Personal Care Kits   48.00 
 Mission Share   350.00 

 
First English (Sep&Oct) & 
Augustana (Sep) Shares 6,029.50 

     20,449.50 
Expenses:     

 Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee  9.69 
 Kitchen Supplies   16.08 

 
Cody's Computer Mainte-
nance Plan 34.99 

 
Postage & Other Admin Ex-
pense 93.35 

 New Vacuum Sweeper  168.48 

 Sundays & Seasons licensing  429.00 
 Personal Care Kits   645.00 

 
Lorray Smith Estate - Mis-
sion Giving:  

 
   Fire Departments: 4 @ 
250.00 ea (Aug) 1,000.00 

 
   School Districts: 4 @ 250.00 
ea (Sept) 1,000.00 

 NE Synod Mission Share  1,560.00 

 
First English & Augustana 
October Shares 5,019.18 

Utilities:     
 Church    324.77 
 Parsonage   257.36 
Salaries:     

 
Pastors Hillary & Evan Chris-
tensen 2,474.57 

 Portico Benefit Services  1,130.96 
 Commuting Allowance  158.34 
 SECA    217.67 
 Mileage    330.70 
 Cell Phone Allowance  38.00 

 RE-Formation Conference  174.80 

 Gifted Stoles for Ordination  127.30 
 Supply Pianist   50.00 
 Diana    476.24 
 LeeAnn    241.50 
 Linda    673.67 

 
Federal & NE Withholding - 
3rd Quarter 672.58 

     17,324.23 
Balance as of October 31, 
2022:  $5,351.72 

Christmas Gift for Pastors 

The Christmas season is here, and we would like to thank 
Pastor Evan and Pastor Hillary  for their service to Swede 
Home by giving them a monetary gift. If you would like 
to participate, please give your gift to Council Treassurer, 
Kay Jones or Council member Kent Adelson, or you can 
mail to: Calvary Lutheran, 950 129th RD, Stromsburg, 
NE 68666   by Dcember 15th. 

We will be presenting this gift to 
them on Sunday, December 18, 
2022. Thank you and Merry 
Christmas!   


