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CELEBRATING OUR MINISTRY  

CALVARY SWEDE HOME & FIRST RISING CITY 
Cross+Gen Ministry 

A few months back, Pastor Hillary 
and I took a course about a new-to-us 
concept of faith formation. The 
course was taught by Deacon Kristin 
Monneyham-Johnson, wife of Rever-
end Scott Alan Johnson, Bishop of 

the Nebraska Synod. While both Pr. Hill and I have an 
abundant background in Christian Education through 
our work before becoming pastors, this idea of cross 
generational ministry (often stylized as Cross+Gen) was 
a novel idea. So, what is Cross+Gen ministry?  
 
We can start answering that question by first recogniz-
ing that as of January 1, 2025, we now have EIGHT 
living generations. They are as follows:  
 

1901–1927 Builders/Civic/G.I. Generation  
1928–1945 Boosters/Silent/Adaptive Generation  
1946–1964 Boomers/Idealist Generation  
1965–1980 Gen X/Busters/Survivors Generation 
1981–1997 Millennials/Gen Y Generation 
1998–2010 Gen Z/Boomlets/Homeland Generation 
2011–2024 Alpha/Touch Generation  
2025–2039 Beta Generation  
 

Which generation are you part of? Certain characteris-
tics and formative experiences define each one. And, 
while it is never totally accurate for every individual, 
there are some commonalities in how each generation 
lives in society, builds relationships, and participates in 
communities of faith. It is important to recognize these 
differences because they are part of who each of us are. 
 
In nearly every community or social setting these gener-
ations mix. We often have heard the term 
“intergenerational” to describe such a thing. It is when 
various generations are present in the same space at the 
same time but are not actively in relationship with one 
another. Think sporting events, school concerts, or wor-
ship services. In contrast to this, Cross+Gen intentional-
ly emphasizes and encourages interaction and ministry 
between people of all generations. It follows a mantra of 
“bringing all generations together with focus on the 
cross.”  

Cross+Gen follows the Five Principles of Faith For-
mation in achieving its goal. These are:  

Faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit 
through personal, trusted relationships. Par-
ents/Guardians are the primary examples for a 
child’s faith life, for better or worse. 

The Church is a living partnership between the 
ministry of the congregation and the ministry 
of the home.  

Where Christ is present in faith, the home is 
church, too.  

Faith is caught more than it is taught. Relation-
ships and connections do more than what 
might be learned through a study or sermon. 

If we want Christian children and youth, we 
need Christian adults who practice the faith 
with them. All too often churches see parents 
drop children off at Sunday School and do not 
go to church at all. There is no connection be-
tween the family and parents.  

 
These fundamental assumptions about Cross+Gen min-
istry have helped Pr. Hillary and I begin to see faith 
formation with a new mindset. It is not any particular 
program, nor is it just children’s ministry. Rather, 
Cross+Gen helps us see faith formation with a perspec-
tive which views faith holistically in that it builds 
hearts and minds everywhere, all the time.  
(continued on page 2) 
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Announcements 

W.E.L.C.A. News Pastor message continued from page 1 
 
 As we continue in 2025 and look ahead to 2026 and 
beyond, Pr. Hillary and I hope to learn more about 
Cross+Generational ministry and employ it in how 
we plan and lead worship, offer studies, and go about 
providing fellowship and service opportunities. But 
we cannot do it alone! If you’re interested in this 
idea, we’d love to work together. We will be having 
an introductory meeting about Sunday School and 
Cross+Gen Ministry at Calvary Swede Home on 
June 11 at 11:00 AM. Anyone from First and Calva-
ry is invited! We’d love to see you there. If you want 
to be part of the conversation but cannot make that 
time, please reach out to Pr. Hill or me, and we’ll get 
you connected. 
 
In the meantime, I invite you to read the following 
scriptures and pray for First English and Calvary and 
the faithful ministry done among the people in Ris-
ing City and Swede home.  
 
+Peace, 
Pastor Evan Christensen 
 
Scripture: Psalm 78:1–8, Deuteronomy 6:4–9, 2 
Timothy 1:5–6 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, grant to your church your 
Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down from 
heaven, that your word may not be bound but have 
free course and be preached to the joy and edifying 
of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we 
may serve you and in the confession of your name 
abide to the end; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. (Prayer from sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.) 

The Evangelism and Outreach Team oversees 
a nonperishable food and personal care item 

collection. 

May donations go to:                        

Genesis House –David City 

Donations are always welcome for the Little 
Food Pantries located in the county  

Summer is just around the corner and it’s time to 
start planning the Swede Home Ice Cream So-
cial,  to be held July	 20	 from	 6:00	 to	 8:00	
p.m.  Sign up sheets will be available for you at 
June Circle meetings. Please return sign-up 
sheets to Deb Hanquist  or Cheryl Jones soon af-
ter your circle meetings.  If you’re not in a circle, 
please talk to Deb or Cheryl about how and when 
you’d like to help.  If you are unable to work or 
bring food, cash donations are always needed. 
Thanks so much! 

*Remember Ice Cream at MCH Assisted Living on 
Monday, 7/21 at 2:30 p.m. Talk to Mary if you 
have questions. 

*Thanks in advance to EVERYONE for all you do 
to make the annual Ice Cream Social a success! 

*Summer Coffees after worship will be served by 
Miriam on June 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. Ruth Circle will 
serve July 6, 13, 27, August 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31. 

*Thanks to Miriam circle for serving coffee after 
the Swede Home Memorial Day Service and to 
Ruth Circle for furnishing VBS snacks for work-
ers. 

*Service for month of June is an offering to go to 
ELCA World Hunger Campaign.   

*June Altar Care will be by Kay Jones and July by 
Diana Johnson. 

*Flowers and Cheer in June, July, August and 
September will be Ruth Circle. 

*Women’s Bible Study on June 18 @ 7:30 p.m. 

JUNE	CIRCLE	MEETINGS 

Ruth – 6/11  Bonnie @ 4th St. Coffee Stromsburg 

Miriam – 6/12  @ 4th St. Coffee in Stromsburg 

“Praise	the	Lord!	Praise	the	Lord,	O	my	soul!”~	
Psalm	146:	1 

Grace	&	Peace	to	you, 		Cheryl 
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        Church happenings Rising City News  
   

 

Pastor Hillary and Pastor 
Evan will keep the youth 
group updated regarding 
meeting dates. They use 

either text or email notification.  

May Council 
Meeting 

May 11, 2025 

Present: Wally and Luanne Kilgore, Lee and Cindy Lo-
rentzen, Pastor Evan, Ken Potter, Carla Crook, Rogene 
McMeekin. 

Pastor Evan opened the meeting with prayer and sharing 
of Jesus, Junk or Joy. 

Carla motioned to approve the minutes of the March 
meeting and Ken seconded. Motioned carried. 

Lee motioned to accept the treasurer’s report and Carla 
seconded. Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS 

We are waiting on an estimate for carpet in the sanctuary 
and installation of A/C-furnace unit. 

Discussion was held on a possible 1 day retreat for coun-
cils this fall. 

New outdoor lights have been installed. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Lee motioned to hire Hunter Gillotte for our lawn care. 
Cindy seconded and motion carried. 

Lee motioned to sponsor a hole at the NELCM annual 
golf scramble. Ken seconded and motion carried. 

A joint worship service will be held with Calvary on May 
25th (Memorial Day Weekend).  Fellowship will follow. 
Rolls will be purchased from the RC Pit Stop and Carla is 
getting juice. 

A new liturgy  will be used starting June 8th. 

Lee motioned to adjourn and Ken seconded. 

Pastor Evan closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer.  

Next meeting June 8, 2025. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Lorentzen 

Council Secretary 

Much needed rain moved the 
2025 Memorial Day Service 
inside the church. Thanks to 
Sandy Johnson, Ryan Jones, 
Rick Jones, Pastor Evan and 
several of the Oquist family 
for honoring those who 
served  our country and are 

laid to rest at the Swede Home Cemetery. The        
fellowship time following the service provided time to 
reflect and remember . 
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Please share with the community this opportunity that  
Pastor Hillary is offering this summer. She is looking     

forward to meeting new parents and kids in the community 
and teaching them music at Calvary.     

——————————————————————

Please keep the family of Duane Jones in your 
prayers.  Duane passed away on Tuesday, May 
20th. 

Funeral services will be at Calvary-Swede Home 
on Monday, June 2 at 10:00 am with internment 
and lunch to follow. 

Visitation will be from 2:00 pm to 4:-00 pm at 
the Dubas Funeral home in Osceola 

Cards may be sent to Carol Jones at:  

6131 Maple View Drive 

Lincoln NE 68512 

We welcome Dean Jacob Tvrdy to our faith  
family. Dean is the son of 
Brittney and Eric Tvrdy and 
was   baptized on May 4, 
2025. He was born on March 

11, 2025   and is the grandson of Tom and Lynn 
Hofmann.  
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 Game day THANK YOU   

Members of Calvary enjoyed a game day following 
worship on Sunday, May 18.  Lunch of hot dogs, chips 
and     cookies  kept everyone energized as they en-
joyed learning some new board games. 

 

Randy and Fran Lott, Pr Hillary and Kay  Jones 

 

 

Kent and Andrew Adelson, Mike and Deb Cramer 

Dear sisters in faith at Calvary 

Today I am saying a prayer of gratitude for your   
recent Thankoffering gift to Women of the ELCA,  I 
trust you can appreciate how WELCA has and is 
blessing and supporting women in the pew in our 
faith journey. Thankofferings give your churchwide 
organization flexibility in continuing that support. 
THANK YOU. 

I also lift up all of the work you do at Calvary, in 
Stromsburg and beyond, as you seek to be bold,   
loving, inclusive, inviting. May you be a bright bea-
con of hope and inspiration to all. 

TO God be the glory! 

With love to you 

Myrna Wells-Ulland 

Churchwide Executive Board President 

Women of the ELCA 

 

Cross-Generational Ministry meeting on Wednes-
day, June 11 at 11am at 4th Street Coffee Shop—
Come and see what it is about! 
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  Pastor Evan     Cell Phone  402-689-5495 (text or call)
Email: evan@pastorchristensen.com 

Pastor Hillary     Cell Phone 402-980-1102 (text or call)
Email: hillary@pastorchristensen.com 

IF you are texting or emailing a pastor, please include 
both pastors in the text or email 

Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Office Administrator at      
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com  or text or call                  
402-366-2091,  If you have not done so, follow Swede Home on 
our Facebook page.  

 Calvary Lutheran Church  
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)282-1830 
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com 

Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com 
Facebook “Swede Home” 

 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Andrew Adelson, Council  Chair 
 Jenn Fjell, Council Vice Chairman  
Missy Althouse, Council Secretary 

Amy Harris and Janet Nielsen, Music 
Linda Fuhr, Church Office Administrator 

LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 
 

Council Members: 
Andrew Adelson, Jennifer Fjell, Dan Oquist,               

Missy Althouse, Kris Udey, Randy Lott,   
Jarrett Althouse, youth representative 

  
First English Lutheran Church  

Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
840 Butler St Rising City, NE 68658 

Church Phone: (402)542-2217 
 Email : firstenglutheranchurchrc@gmail.com 

Facebook “First Lutheran Church Rising City Nebraska 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Council Chair: Wally Kilgore 
Vice Chair: Ken Potter 

Secretary: Cindy Lorentzen  
Council Members: 

Lee Lorentzen, Carla Cook, Rogene McMeekin 
 Luanne Kilgore, Church Office Manager 

   
  

 

Along with some very much needed rain the week of 
May 18th, Swede Home had some very strong winds. 

A tree split right down the middle, and completely 
missed the new dumpster on the parsonage property. 
No one was injured and it was the only tree downed 
on the property. 

There were several other trees down on the cemetery 
property and property of Swede Home residents. It 
will take a lot of clean up, but fortunately no serious 
damage.  
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Birthdays 
Remember in 
your prayers 

· Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue 
Mission, Blue Valley Action 

· Houses for Health recipients. 

· Bishop Scott Johnson and the Nebraska 
Synod  staff 

· Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA con-
gregations and members 

· Brody Ienn in service to our country 

june 

We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration 

June  

 
To request prayers  please email the church or 
call Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366-
4797) 

Kathi Jones 
Janice Forsberg    
Melissa Forsberg           
June Larson        
Beth Jones Wienck          
Jan Wells Bachman          Dana Udey 
Rich Schneider                 Carey Clauff 
Bryce Anderson                Colby Nelson            
 Cheryl Hubka                  Clerrisa Udey 
 Jim and Donna Sterns      Ben Carlson  
Austin, Lynn and Tom’s son 
  

 

 

 

 

j u n e   S w e d e  H o m e  
Assistant Minister—  Diana 

Reader—   Diana 

Ushers –  Layne and Deb   

Altar  Care—   Kay 

Acolyte   

Bell Ringer –         

  

We thank all those who agree to help with the worship 
service each month.   Please let Jean Waller  or         

Carolyn Nielsen know if you can help 

The Sign-up sheets for 2025 are on the ushers counter. 
Please consider when you can serve 

2 Amy & Drew Harris 

3—Evan & Hillary              
Christensen 

3-  Yancy & Kim Krol 

6— Dennis & BeƩy Hinkle 

10– Roxanne & Jerome    
Czarick 

16—Tim and Missy          
Althouse 

 

02 C- Ethan Fjell 

03 C- Gloria Oquist 

05 C- Marj Johnson 

05 C- Sandy Johnston 

05 F BeƩy Delaet 

07 C- Jedediah Adelson 

07 C- 
SuƩon John Chris-
tensen 

08 F Ron Hoffman 

08 F Rod Crook 

10 C- Talia Frank 

11 C- 
Becky Nielsen 
WillhoŌ 

16 C- June Larson 

17 F Jim Krumbach 

19 C- Jonathan Hanquist 

19 C- Aaron Oquist 

19 C- Erik Oquist 

21 C- Wendy Shafenberg 

21 C- Trent Stevens 

22 C- Vince Krol 

23 C- Craig BrouilleƩe 

28 C- Deborah Ernst 

28 C- Olivia Nielsen 

28 C- Abigail Jones 

29 C- Gary Waller 

30 C- Mike Neujahr 



 

 

 June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

10 AM First 
and Swede 
Home Worship 
Service 

8:45 First 

10:30 Calvary wor-
ship   

12:30 Jones reunion 

8:45 First      
worship 

10:30 Calvary 
worship 

8:45 Frist     
Worship 

10:30 Calvary 
worship 

8:45 First     
Worship 

10:30 Calvary 
worship 

7:00 Men’s 
Bible Study 

9am Ruth 
Circle at 4th 
street 

Miriam    
Circle  

7:30 pm 
Women’s 
Bible Study 
at Church  

10:00 am 
Duane 
Jones    
funeral 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

Our catechetical instruction during this series, “Worship Practices as Life Practices,” continues now with the Apos-
tolic Greeting. Each month we have looked at how those sayings done on Sunday morning are more than empty 
actions but provide us ways to live faithfully in every holy moment. So, we begin this month’s exploration looking 
at scripture and will arrive at how we can “live biblically” in our day-to-day doings through practicing the greeting.   

St. Paul penned more epistles (church letters) in the New Testament than anyone else. Many letters that might not 
have come directly from Paul’s hand were most certainly inspired by his ministry. Other epistles were written by 
various others, like Peter, John, and Jude. Overwhelmingly, these letters begin in the traditional fashion: introduc-
ing the writer and greeting the addressee. Unique in these letters to the early church is the inclusion of God the Fa-
ther and Jesus Christ.  

Most commonly we read St. Paul’s words “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” These exact words are found in eight of the letters. Paul’s other greetings share nearly the same words. 
They always have a greeting of grace and peace and, sometimes, mercy. Peter’s epistles both employ the follow-
ing: “May grace and peace be yours in abundance.” It is interesting that of the letters attributed to John, only 2 
John follows this formula, and it is the most robust of them all: “Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God 
the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, in truth and love.” Finally, Jude’s greeting mirrors the others, 
but substitutes love for grace: “May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance.” And all of these, in more or 
less words, connect the grace and peace (and sometimes mercy and love) to God the Father and Jesus Christ (who 
is variously called Lord, Savior, or Son).  

The observant reader might notice that the Holy Spirit does not show up in any of the formulas just mentioned. On-
ly in 1 Peter 1.2 does the third person of the Trinity get mentioned before the greeting. Yet the Apostolic Greeting 
passed onto us over the centuries has added “the communion of the Holy Spirit.” This is because the greeting in 
scripture serves more than “hello.” It is also a theological statement—it says something about God! 

The early church did not wrestle with the Trinity or the myriads of controversies and heresies which came about in 
the centuries which followed. The Council of Nicaea didn’t meet until 325 and a fully thought-out confession of 
the Holy Spirit came even later at the Council of Constantinople in 381. So, it should not surprise us that St. Paul’s 
and the others did not include mention of the Holy Spirit. But it also should not surprise us who have received a 
tradition, rooted  

These include the epistles Rom 1.7; 1 Cor 1.3; 2 Cor 1.2; Gal 1.2; Eph 1.2; Phil 1.2; 2 These 1.2; and Philem 1.3.  

Paul uses a variation of “grace and peace” in 1 Thess 1.1; Titus 1.4; 1 Tim 1.2; and 2 Tim 1.1. “Mercy” is added between grace and peace to both 1 & 2 
Tim. 

See 1 Pet 1.2 and 2 Pet 1.2.  

See 2 Jn 1.3. Note that 1 John lacks any greeting, making it and Hebrews the only to do so. 3 John 1 has the simple greeting “to Gaius, whom I love in 
truth.” 

See Jude 2.  



  

 (continued from previous page) 
 
in the abundance of scripture, which does profess the Holy Spirit. Thus, the greeting we share is Trinitarian in na-
ture.  

So, as we’ve seen, all the epistle writers were saying something of the utmost importance to their identity as believ-
ers when they included the grace, peace, mercy, and love of God the Father and Jesus Christ the Lord. It was some-
thing which connected both them and the audience together as members of the God’s holy church.  

We can learn something from both our forefathers in the faith as well as the words said on Sunday. When the pastor 
speaks the words “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all” the congregation responds, “And also with you.” This same sentiment we have for one another on 
Sunday should extend toward others. That hope that is conveyed in the Apostolic Greeting is for our family, 
friends, neighbors, and each person we encounter. As Christians, we should in both our words and actions strive that 
the grace, love, and communion spoken in the greeting be witnessed by those we speak to and work with.  

So, how do you help others know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ? Where does the love of God show up in your 
actions and works? In what ways are you exercising the gifts of the Holy Spirit in building community?   

Perhaps most important to all of this is that deep, intimate connection we have with the Triune God when we live 
out the Apostolic Greeting. For living in such a way places God at the forefront of our thoughts, words, and deeds. 
And that, it seems, is the overwhelming focus of all the instruction continued in the epistles which follows the 
greeting: that we rightly worship God with praise and thanksgiving and live in holy community with one another. 
So grace to you and peace from God, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  



May  2025 Calvary 

Page 9   

Council Notes  

 

  

 

   

Present: Missy, Randy, Dan, Andrew, Kris, Pas-
tor Evan  
Absent: Jarrett, Jennifer   
 

Vacancy on church council will not be replaced at 
this time  

Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministries Golf 
Scramble – personal donation will be made 
for the Calvary hole sponsorship – thank you 
Randy!  

Planning for a Cross+Generational Ministry plan-
ning with possible role out in September. Be 
on the lookout for more information in future 
bulletins and newsletters.  

Mailbox will be installed by May 14th deadline 
and gravel for parking lot is done 

Property walk about was done and list was made  
Game Day is May 18th following worship 
Synod Assembly is May 30 to June 1 with An-

drew & Emily Adelson attending  
A humidifier for the piano was purchased and 

installed  

Calvary Lutheran Church Treasurer's Report 

     April 

     2025 

Beginning Balance   $17,149.37 

Offerings:     

 General Offering   8,242.00 

 Lenten Offerings   900.00 

 NE Lutheran Campus Ministry  125.00 

 Jim & Donna Stearns Benefit  760.00 

 
NE Synod ELCA Disaster 
Relief  5.00 

 ELCA Mission Share   2,500.00 

 
First English Rising City; March 
Share 3,302.67 

     15,834.67 

Expenses:     

 Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee  10.41 

 
Weebly Custom Domain-Annual 
Web Fee 19.95 

 Text Messaging Flocknote  25.00 

 
Cody's Computer - Contract 
Agreement 39.99 

 Frocks & Flowers; Easter Lilies  88.00 

 
Eakes Office Supplies; Copier 
Contract 179.78 

 
Caldwell Piano Service; piano 
tuning 245.00 

 
Bedient Pipe Organ Co 2 of  4 
Installments 460.00 

 
Overland Sand & Gravel; parking 
lots 736.53 

 
NE Synod ELCA Mission 
Share  1,595.00 

 First English - April Share  3,008.28 

Utilities:     

 Church    2,192.31 

 Parsonage   77.31 

Salaries:     

 
Pastors Hillary & Evan Christen-
sen 3,131.64 

 Portico Benefit Services  1,853.29 

 Commuting Reimbursement  162.50 

 SECA    297.05 

 Mileage Reimbursement  71.40 

 Cell Phone Reimbursement  65.00 

 Amy & Janet   452.50 

 Lay/Music Mileage   134.40 

 LeeAnn    250.73 

 Linda    457.13 

 
Tax Withholdings Lay First 
Quarter 536.57 

     16,089.77 

Balance as of  April 30, 2025:  $16,894.27 

 A BIG 
THANK YOU  

To all those that 
take a turn to 
serve the      
fellowship hour 
following    
worship service. 

June, July and 
August the women’s circle groups will serve the   
coffees. Past years, those after church coffees were 
served outside under the old oak trees. It has been 
moved indoors so that it is easier to serve, and every 
one has a place to sit.  Regardless where it is served, 
all are welcome to share in the fellowship  



Our Guiding Principles  
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God, 

Share God’s Love 
 

Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 
2. All are welcome in this place. 
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality 
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection. 
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy 
6. Mutual respect in relationships 

 950 Road 129th 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

CALVARY Lutheran church   
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

.....in sacred places.... 

Return Service Requested 


