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CELEBRATING OUR MINISTRY  

CALVARY SWEDE HOME & FIRST RISING CITY 

 

 

 

 

  

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! We 
are in the season of Easter, and with Easter 
comes joy—so much joy! As the Nebraska Syn-
od, we also begin the final month of the year-
long focus on cultivating love, and we conclude 
on the theme of joy. In these 50 days of Easter 
we celebrate joy in the resurrection. Joy in the 
love that comes from God, joy in the knowledge 
that we are saved by faith through grace be-
cause of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 
Christ is risen. He is risen indeed, Alleluia!!  

The month of May brings other joys as well. 
Many high school students will walk across the 
graduation stage and transition into adulthood. 
The days get longer and the sunshine brightens 
our lives, flowers bloom and grass greens. 
Through vacations we can experience new 
things with the people we love. The month of 
May may cultivate lots of joy. 

“Cultivating Joy” invites us to celebrate and lean 
into and live out the joy of the Easter season. As 
graduates look with anticipation at what life 
might bring next, we all might look with anticipa-
tion of the summer months to come. In what 
ways can we cultivate joy for ourselves and for 
others?  

We worship in these wonderful communities 
of Swede Home and Rising City, what might 
be next to cultivate more love through joy 
together? Where might we be sent as God’s 
people next? 

These are things to ponder as we finish our 
year of cultivating love. So go and cultivate 
love through re-creation, new things, con-
nection, grace, community, hope, peace, 
epiphanies, response, creation, and joy. 

+Peace, 

Pastor Hillary  

Questions for Reflection: 

· In what ways have you seen, witnessed 
and experienced God cultivating joy in 
you? In others? 

· How might God be inviting you to culti-
vate joy? 

· What are two or three ways that you will 
cultivate joy this year? 

As we enter into this twelfth and final month 
of the cultivating love themes and focus on 
joy, what might God be inviting us to be a 
part of next? What’s next for you and your 
faith community? Where might we be sent 
next as God’s beloved? 
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Announcements 

W.E.L.C.A. News 

 

The Evangelism and Outreach Team oversees 
a nonperishable food and personal care item 

collection. 

May donations go to:                        

Genesis House –David City 

Donations are always welcome for the Little 
Food Pantries located in the county  

Memorial Day 

May 26 

Service at 9:00 am 

Swede Home        

Cemetery  

Coffee to follow 

*Service for May is offering for circles to help defray 
VBS expenses and planning for Vacation Bible School 
treats by Ruth Circle. 

* Memorial Day Coffee will be hosted by Miriam Circle. 

*Altar care for May will be by Cheryl Jones.  June will be 
by Kay Jones.   

*Flowers and Cheer for May will be Miriam Circle.  Ruth 
Circle is scheduled for June, July, August & September.  
Please remember that Linda waters the plants, so you 
don’t need to. 

*Many enjoy the fellowship time following worship on 
Sunday mornings. Anyone is invited to sign up to serve 
coffee in May (before WELCA scheduling in the      
summer).  

*Summer Coffees will be served from June 1 through 
June 29 by Miriam Circle.  Ruth Circle will do July 6 
through August 31.  There will not be coffee on Ice 
Cream Social day (7/20). 

*Looking Ahead: The Annual Ice Cream Social is    
scheduled for Sunday, July 20. Special activities are 
planned again this year. Join us as we also take the ice 
cream social to the Assisted Living at Midwest Covenant 
Home on Monday, 7/21. That time will be here before 
we know it!  Please put these dates on your calendars. 

May Bible Studies 

 

Ruth- 5/14,  9 a.m.      Kay @ 4th Street Coffee House 

Miriam – 5/8   10 am  4th Street Coffee House 

 

“Let us be concerned for one another, to help one another, to show 
love.”   ~ Hebrews 10:24 

 

Blessings to you on Mother’s Day, Graduations and Me-
morial Day Weekend, 

Cheryl 

 

 

On May 25th (Memorial Day Weekend) we will again 
hold a   combined service with Frist Rising and      
Calvary Swede Home. 

First Rising will host the service at  their church in 
Rising City. . It will be at 8:45 am—there will be NO 
regular service at Swede Home.  

Please plan to attend . Coffee, rolls and fellowship will 
follow the service 
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        Church happenings Rising City News  
   

 

Pastor Hillary and Pastor 
Evan will keep the youth 
group updated regarding 
meeting dates. They use 

either text or email notification.  

   

Lunch will be provide during the games—if you have a 
board or card game you would like to bring along, 
please do—- if not, Pr Hillary and Pr Evan have a few 
to share!! 

Women’s Bible 
Study will be 
the 3rd 
Wednesday of 
the month at 
7:30 pm   

For the month of May this will be May 21 at 7:30pm 
meeting at church 

On April 6th, First Rising hosted their BINGO     
afternoon.  Many attended, and had a great time.      
Pr Evan and Wylder called the numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Rising 
hosted an 
Easter Sunrise 
service with an 
Easter     
Breakfast    
following 
the    
service. 
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——————————————————————

Back Pack Program 

Swede Home Volunteers again packed the 
county Back Packs for the month of April.  We 
don’t have any pictures but certainly want to 
thank the following for helping pack and     
deliver to the schools. Mike and Deb Cramer, 
Lew and Carolyn Nielsen, Fran and Randy Lott, 
Kay Jones, Bonnie Carlson, Penny Udey, Ben    
Carlson, Don and Linda Fuhr, Brad and Sue 
Sundberg, Cheryl Jones, Diana Johnson,         
Pr   Hillary and Sutton, Layne and Deb      
Hanquist.  

There were 80 bags packed and delivered for 
each week, for a total of 320 bags. Many hands 
make quick work as we were done in record 
time and several of the group enjoyed coffee at 
4th Street Coffee shop. 

Highway pickup started in 2013—Pastor Rebecca organized 
Swede Home’s first highway pickup event—and we have 
been picking up trash in the spring and fall, ever since. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READY, SET, GO  the group is ready to load up and walk 
the ditches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “crew” Monty, Cheryl, Jacob, Andrew, Doug, Deb C, 
Mike, Kay, Missy, Jarrett, Don and Kent.  Linda helped in the 
kitchen and Pr Evan helped clean up!  Cheryl made a          
delicious pulled pork meal and Deb H and Linda provided the 
sweet treats.  

We can’t begin to thank those who have made this project a 
success throughout the years. It is our way of helping our 
community by doing God’s work with our hands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a Celebration of Life for Elaine 
Westring on Saturday, May 31st Calvary Swede 
Home. Service will be at 11:00 am with a lunch 
to follow in the basement fellowship hall. 

There will be a private internment service prior 
to the 11 am service 
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 Worship Practices THANK YOU   

Dear Calvary Lutheran Friends: 

Thank you very much for your generous donation to our 
Center. It is very much appreciated.  God Bless.  

Avis Rathje, Manager Shelby Senior Center 

Worship Practices as Life Practices –                   
Gathering Music 

Disney’s The Lion King (1994) has one of the most iconic opening 
songs of any film. “Circle of Life” is a deeply moving piece that 
sets the tone for the whole film. It is one of my favorite opening 
songs because it is on my favorite childhood film. All the Disney 
animated works are full of incredible music, but that opening 
song is so important to setting the tone and atmosphere for the 
story which is about to be told.  

Our Sunday Assembly follows the same tradition, with the Gath-
ering Song (often multiple songs) setting the tone and atmos-
phere for worship. Our hearts, souls, and minds are readied to 
hear the Word and receive the Sacrament so that might be nour-
ished and fed to be sent into mission. But that all starts with the 
Gathering Songs.  

This worship practice includes a variety of musical pieces. In our 
gatherings, we tend to sing a  hymn which relates to one of the 
day’s lessons, the Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy…”), and a Canticle 
of Praise (either “Glory to God” or “This is the Feast”.)        - 
Depending on the season of the church we leave one or more 
pieces out, and on some occasions, we may add a psalm or other 
special music. The point is that the music sung and heard during 
the Gathering Rite sets our focus on worship and praise.  

What might happen in our daily lives if we observed such      
worship practices beyond the Sunday Assembly? Sometimes 
these opportunities are already before us. For example, at nearly 
all sporting events we sign the National Anthem. Or like how the 
Women of the ELCA magazine Gather includes a suggested 
opening hymn for each of the monthly studies. Even your  
morning commute to work probably has music from the radio as 
part of it. But, aside from Bible study, how often is the music we 
listen to bring us closer to God. After all, as we’ve already      
established, our opening music does much to set the tone and 
atmosphere of our day and gives our heart, soul, and mind focus.  

Perhaps you could try a new playlist on your preferred music 
streaming service as part of your morning routine (your pastors 
really like Wendell Kimbrough’s music). Or tune your radio to 
My Bridge Radio (98.3 FM) or K-Love (91.9 FM) or one of the 
other stations which air contemporary Christian music. It might 
even be quietly chanting a simple Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie 
eleison as wake up each morning. You’ve got many options—give 
one a try—and let that Sunday worship practice of gathering 
music become part of your daily life practices as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Thank you Calvary Lutheran for being so thoughtful. 

We appreciate the donation to the Osceola Senior 
Center.  

Sincerely, 

Fran Wieseman, Secretary 

 Dear Calvary Lutheran Members 

Thank  you so much for your extremely generous 
donation to the Polk Volunteer Fire Department. It 
is because of you that we are able to give our       
services to this great community.  
God bless each and every one of you 

Sincerely,   Polk Volunteer Fire Department 

We wish to express our gratitude to Calvary         
Lutheran, for your wonderful gift to the Nebraska 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries. 

Thank you for supporting our campers and this life-
changing ministry. Your generous gift to make camp 
possible for all youth, creating a place where campers 
and their families can walk together in faith—
THANK YOU. 

Thank you for being a great partner in ministry. 

Jakob Spiker 

Director of Development  



Meet the member, Kelby Neujahr  
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  Pastor Evan     Cell Phone  402-689-5495 (text or call)
Email: evan@pastorchristensen.com 

Pastor Hillary     Cell Phone 402-980-1102 (text or call)
Email: hillary@pastorchristensen.com 

IF you are texting or emailing a pastor, please include 
both pastors in the text or email 

Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Office Administrator at      
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com  or text or call                  
402-366-2091,  If you have not done so, follow Swede Home on 
our Facebook page.  

 Calvary Lutheran Church  
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)282-1830 
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com 

Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com 
Facebook “Swede Home” 

 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Andrew Adelson, Council  Chair 
 Jenn Fjell, Council Vice Chairman  
Missy Althouse, Council Secretary 

Amy Harris and Janet Nielsen, Music 
Linda Fuhr, Church Office Administrator 

LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 
 

Council Members: 
Andrew Adelson, Jennifer Fjell, Dan Oquist,               

Missy Althouse, Kris Udey, Randy Lott,   
Jarrett Althouse, youth representative 

  
First English Lutheran Church  

Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
840 Butler St Rising City, NE 68658 

Church Phone: (402)542-2217 
 Email : firstenglutheranchurchrc@gmail.com 

Facebook “First Lutheran Church Rising City Nebraska 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Council Chair: Wally Kilgore 
Vice Chair: Ken Potter 

Secretary: Cindy Lorentzen  
Council Members: 

Lee Lorentzen, Carla Cook, Rogene McMeekin 
 Luanne Kilgore, Church Office Manager 

   
  

 

I grew up in Osceola, where 
I also went to school. My 
parents are April and Mike 
Neujahr. I also have an  
older brother, Kolton     
Neujahr, who is a         
sophomore at the           

University of Nebraska in Kearney. We are a 
close-knit family, who enjoy anything sports. If 
we aren’t at home, chances are we are at some 
sort of sporting event!  

 

I attended Osceola Public Schools and plan to 
major in secondary education at a four-year   
college. I’m still deciding between 7-12        
Mathematics or Physical 
Education.  

 

Something interesting 
about me is that I love to 
play sand volleyball. I play 
in a bunch of  tournaments in the summer with 
my friends.  Also this summer I’m going to Cabo 
which will be my first time out of the country.  

 

I am very active with sports but outside of that, I 
like to hang out with my friends, such as going 

out to eat. I also watch a lot 
of Netflix shows.  

  

Some things I am             
passionate about are sports, 
board games, music, and 
Netflix shows. 

 

I enjoy seeing and talking to all the members at 
Calvary/Swede Home. . I like how welcoming 
and kind everyone is at church.  Everyone  al-
ways greets me with a smile and comes to say 
hello.  



Anniversaries 

Page 7   

Birthdays 
Remember in 
your prayers 

· Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue 
Mission, Blue Valley Action 

· Houses for Health recipients. 

· Bishop Scott Johnson and the Nebraska 
Synod  staff 

· Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA con-
gregations and members 

· Brody Ienn in service to our country 
· Our government leaders 
· We pray for those dealing with addiction 

May 

We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration 

may 

 
To request prayers  please email the church or 
call Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366-
4797) 

Kathi Jones 
 Duane Jones 
Janice Forsberg    
Melissa Forsberg           
June Larson        
Beth Jones Wienck          
Jan Wells Bachman          Dana Udey 
Rich Schneider                 Carey Clauff 
Bryce Anderson                Colby Nelson            
 Cheryl Hubka                  Clerrisa Udey 
 Jim and Donna Sterns 
Austin, Lynn and Tom’s son 

 

 

 

 

M ay   S w e d e  H o m e  
Assistant Minister—   Kay 

Reader—   Bonnie 

Ushers –    Gia and Lisa 

Altar  Care—    Cheryl    

Acolyte   

Bell Ringer –         

  

We thank all those who agree to help with the worship 
service each month.   Please let Jean Waller  or         

Carolyn Nielsen know if you can help 

The Sign-up sheets for 2025 are on the ushers counter. 
Please consider when you can serve 

 01 Rick & Kathi Jones 

05 Brady & Katrina        
Hanquist 

07 Ed & LeeAnn Willhoft 

30 Craig & Sarah Johnson 

We will be adding First-
Rising City birthdays to 
our monthly list.  They 
will be designated with an 
“F” and Calvary-Swede 
Home will be designated 
with a “C” 

01 C- Bob DiƩmer 

01 C- Jennie Mandigo 

03 C- Tom Hofmann 

05 C- Dave Udey 

08 C- Lewellen Nielsen 

12 C- Karen Gestrine 

12 C- Cheryl Jones 

16 C- Tammy Jones 

17 F-Les Kilgore 

23 
F-Theresa PoƩer Gil-
loƩe  

26 C- Greg DiƩmer 

27 C- Krystal Berggren 

28 C- Kit Waller 



 

 

 May 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Celebration 
of Life of 
Elaine 
Westring 
11:00 am  

8:45 First Worship 

10:30 Calvary   wor-
ship, Council follow-
ing service  

8:45 First    
Worship 

10:30 Calvary   

8:45 First Worship 

10:30 Calvary   
worship, game day 
to follow worship  

Joint Service 
at First    
Rising  City 
at 8:45 am 

No Service 
at Swede 
Home  

7:00  pm     
Men’s Bible 
Study 

9am Ruth 
Circle at 4th 
Street 

10 am     
Miriam    
Circle at 4th 
Street 

7:30 pm 
Women’s 
Bible Study at 
Church 

Memorial 
Day Service 
9am Swede 
Home   
Cemetery  

Synod    
Assembly 
thru June 1  



The school year is coming to a close. It has been a very busy one for our Swede Home youth.  This month we 
would like to feature a few of the Juniors and Seniors and the many accomplishments they have achieved..  Many 
excelled in several sports, including softball, football, volleyball and basketball. Spring has kept keeps them all busy 
and they learn the valuable lesson of managing their time! 

This month, we are going to feature Junior Eli Fjell, who won the state 
championship in class D 215# wrestling. He finished his season 54-1. Con-
gratulations Eli 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Kelby Neujahr ended his high school basketball playing career with his 
name all over the Osceola record board! 

Free Throw Percentage in a Season - 79%   Grant Willits previous record holder 
with 77% 

Free Throw Percentage in a Career - 77%    Alan Gissler previous record holder 
with 72% 

Steals in a Game with 10 steals.     Isaiah Zelasney previous record holder with 8 steals.  

Steals in a Season with 88 steals.    Isaiah Zelasney previous record holder with 81 steals.  

Assist in a Season with 116 assists.   Ben Peterson previous record holder with 111 assists.  

 

Juniors Peyton Hofmann and Rylee Hofmann have been a part of two very successful teams. This year High 
Plains Speech team placed  3rd overall at the Class D1 State Speech Tournament. Peyton Hofmann placed 3rd in 
Entertainment, Peyton and Madi Zerr placed 4th in Duet, Rylee Hofmann placed 7th in Information, and Peyton, 
Rylee along with Zerr and Courtney Carlstrom placed 6th in OID.    

High Plains FFA chapter represented Storm Nation at State FFA.  Lynn was the coach for the State Speech team 
and Tom has been the sponsor for the FFA Chapter. 

 

  



You are invited : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelby  Neujahr, son of  April and Michael Neujahr invites his Swede Home Family to his  
graduation ceremony. 

It will be Saturday , May 17th at 2 pm at the Osceola High School auditorium. Following the 
ceremony there will be an open house reception at the Neujahr residence, 12920 O Road,   
Osceola.  

Caleb Ruch will be graduating from High School this 
year and invites his Swede Home family to an open 
house on Saturday, May 24 from 1 pm to 4pm at    
Sheridan Lutheran Church, 6955 Old Cheney RD, Lin-
coln. Please enter through Entrance 1. 

If you would like to send a card of congratulations, his 
address is: 

Caleb Ruch 

6025 Pioneers BLVD 

Lincoln NE 68506 



APRIL 2025 Calvary 
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Council Notes  

 

  

 

 Church Council met on April 6, 2025 following 
worship service  

Present: Missy, Jarrett, Kris, Jennifer, Dan, Randy, 
Andrew, Pastor Evan  
Absent: No one  
 

Fellowship retreat for Calvary and First Lutheran - 
Fall (August-September) and a Saturday, more 
to come. 

Gravel for parking lot will be done. 
Nebraska Lutheran Campus Ministries Golf Scram-

ble – Calvary and First Lutheran to sponsor a 
hole. A personal donation will be done.  

Pastors’ time off: 
April 23-30, June 18-28, July 22-29, Oc-

tober 8-14 
Sunday School all age concept – have diverse ages 

for ministry, more to come.   
4 Easter Lily plants have been ordered for April 20, 

members encouraged to bring plants.  

 Easter Sunday—April 20, 
2025  

HE IS RISEN! 
 
HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Calvary Lutheran Church Treasurer's Report 
     March 
     2025 
Beginning Balance   $12,202.11 
      
Offerings:     
 General Offering   14,181.00 
 Lenten Offering   1,040.00 

 
Church Sign on Hwy 81 S. of  
Stromsburg 150.00 

 
NE Synod ELCA Disaster Re-
lief  5.00 

 ELCA Mission Share   500.00 
 First English - February Share  2,808.22 
     18,684.22 
Transfers from:    

 
Improvement SAV Account f/
parsonage 23,514.81 

Expenses:     

 
Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee & TC 
% Fee 9.33 

 Storage Containers   28.83 

 
Cody's Computer - Contract 
Agreement 39.99 

 USPO Postage Expense  80.80 
 Text Messaging Flocknote  92.00 
 Christ In Our Home   108.40 
 Weebly - Church Website  144.00 
 NE Synod ELCA Mission Share  1,595.00 

 
Clarks Lumber; parsonage base-
ment 562.24 

 Parsonage Interior Expenses  2,794.01 
 Han's Service LLC - parsonage  5,813.32 
 Lassek Electric LLC - parsonage  14,345.24 
 First English - March Share  3,302.67 
Utilities:     
 Church    333.08 
 Parsonage   60.18 
Salaries:     

 
Pastors Hillary & Evan Christen-
sen 3,131.64 

 Portico Benefit Services  2,200.19 
 Commuting Reimbursement  162.50 
 SECA    297.05 
 Mileage Reimbursement  219.10 
 Cell Phone Reimbursement  65.00 

 
Continuing Education & Profes-
sional Exp 34.98 

 
Synod Assembly Registration - 
pastors 182.00 

 Amy, Janet, & Diana   452.51 
 Lay/Music Mileage   327.60 
 LeeAnn    250.73 
 Linda    339.38 

 
Synod Assembly Registration - lay 
persons 280.00 

     37,251.77 
Balance as of  March 31, 2025:  $17,149.37 
Designated $$ Transferred to Applicable SAV Acct: 
 Thrivent Choice    $        68.00 
 Improvement    $      577.80 

      



Our Guiding Principles  
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God, 

Share God’s Love 
 

Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 
2. All are welcome in this place. 
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality 
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection. 
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy 
6. Mutual respect in relationships 

 950 Road 129th 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

CALVARY Lutheran church   
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

.....in sacred places.... 

Return Service Requested 


