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The poem, “No Man Is an Island,” was written by John
Donne (d. 1631). It reads:

No man is an island, entire of ifself; every man is a piece of the continent, a p

well as if a manor of thy friend's or of thine own were; any man's death dimini|

it tolls for thee.

Donne touches on the interconnected nature of being
human. Not one of us can be separated from our commu-
nity. Modern psychology continues to reinforce that both
nature and nurture shape an individual, and those many
people shape one another—community. We work and
play, eat and rest, live and die among one another, and all
that we are becomes a sum of our experiences, memories,
and lessons from each other.

Scripture echoes this idea of interconnectedness—or ra-
ther it was Donne, who wrote this poem while serving as
an Anglican Priest and recovering from deadly disease,
who echoes scripture.
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St. Paul writes: “For just as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Cor
12.12 NRSVUE).

The text goes on to describe us, that is, believers, as the
body of Christ. Eyes, ears, heads, and toes. A whole
children’s song of parts, all working together and bring-
ing honor to the body of Christ. Whether suffering of
glory, the experience of one extends to the communal
body. No, not one of us is an island; “Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it.” (1 Cor
12.27).

1t of the mainy if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a prom
bes me, becanse I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for whom the

You, yes, you! have been created by God, shaped and
formed, most often by others created likewise, and you
have been called to your community. Its life is influ-
enced by you and your connectedness to it. This is a
holy and honorable calling, a gift from God. So how are
you caring for yourself by Cultivating Love for others?
Or how are you caring for others while Cultivating Love
in yourself?

Questions for Reflection:

o What are your gifts that God has entrusted you with? What
are the gifts that God has entrusted your neighbor with? How
might these gifts help cultivate connection?

o Ay the fall begins and so the ministry program year, how will
you help cultivate connection within your faith community?

What connections might God be inviting you to tend to, or to in-
tentionally grow this year?
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Announcements

The Evangelism and Out-
reach Team oversees a non-
perishable food and personal

care item collection.

Please place items you wish to donate in the
basket . September donations go to:

Genesis House—Osceola

Once again the giving hearts of Swede Home an-
swered the call.. Last month Genesis House requested
clothing for a little 7 year old girl, so she could have
some new clothes to start school. Along with the food
pantry items, Cheryl delivered some very nice clothing
donations along with a cash donation to help the family
in need. God is Good all the time, All the time, God is
Good.

The Thank you we received:
Dear Swede Home

Again, your church has come through for Genesis
House. I delivered the clothing for the little gitl and her

mother was thrilled.

This is a working family that can’t make ends meet.

Thank you for helping them.

Sherri Nielsen, Genesis House

W.E.L.C.A. NEWS

*SAVE THE DATES: We are having a new retreat for
women of Swede Home! It will be held on Wednesday,
October 9 at the Benedictine Retreat Center by Schuyler
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ook for more info from Pastors
about this elsewhere in the newsletter!

The Autumn Renewal hosted by Nebraska Synod Wom-
en’s Organization (NSWO) will be on October 12 in
Grand Island at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. The theme
is from Ephesians, “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God.” There will be registration forms in the
church entry for this if you’re interested. Cost is $20 and
registration deadline is October 2.

*Winter Retreat will be January 18 at St. Paul’s Lutheran
in Grand Island. Theme will be “The Fire of Your
Heart”.

*THANKS to circles for furnishing coffee after worship
this summer! We are thankful for individuals that serve
throughout the school year beginning in September

*SERVICE for month of September is an offering for
Columbus Women’s Sheltet.

*ALTAR CARE for September will be by Sandy John-
ston. October will be Jean Waller.

*FLOWERS & CHEER in September will be by Ruth
Circle. Miriam Circle will be doing flowers and cheer for
October, November and Decembert.

* HIGHWAY PICKUP is scheduled for Sunday, Sept.
22 with rain date 9/29. We will meet at Monty & Cheryl
Jones home (13088 J Rd on highway 39) at 4:00 p.m. and
we’ll have food and fellowship afterwards.

SEPTEMBER
Ruth-9/11 Deb Cramer at 4th St. Coffee House
Mitiam — 9/12 Diana Johnson

“For everything there is a season, and a time
Jfor every matter under heaven.”

~ Ecclesiastes 3:1

Cheryl
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Churchv happenings Recipes

. With fall sports starting up, what says more for
2 {T__ Nebraska Football and Volleyball than a good old
}?‘ "Q Pastor Hillary and Pastor Nebraska RUNZA. So the recipe this month is for a
f Y lol Ul Tl H Evan will keep the youth homemade Runza if you can’t get the real deal!!

MITINITISIT group updated regarding

Runzas
meeting dates. They use

either text or email notification. 2 pounds of lean ground beef
Y4 cup chopped onion
2 cups shredded cabbage
1 TBSP water
Y2 TBSP salt

Thanks to my church family for helping me celebrate 1 TBSP Worcestershire sauce

my 100t birthday. Thanks for the lovely bouquet of
flowers and cards that I received. Thank you to

Pastor Evan for leading us in prayer, and a special .
thanks to my wonderful family for hosting my party. Brown hamburger and drain off excess fat. Add re-

maining ingredients and steam for 10-12 minutes

Y4 tsp chili seasoning

God Bless you All, ] .
until cabbage and onion are tender. Allow to cool to
LaVerne Stevens
room temperature. Prepare a sweet roll dough of

your choice, or use the following:

2 TBSP oleo
1 cup milk
Y2 tsp salt

Y4 cup sugar

Scald milk. Add remaining ingredients Cool, Dis-
solve 1 package years in /4 cup warm water. Add to
the above mil and oleo mixture. Add 1 egg and
about 4 cups flour. Let rise. Punch down. Roll out
into 57 squares. Put 2-3 TBSP meat mixture in
center. Fold up like a long hamburger bun. Seal the
edges on the bottom. Bake on a cookie sheet or jel-
lyroll pan. Brush tops with milted oleo or pet milk
for a browner crust. Bake at 400 degrees for20-25

minutes until brown.

These can be frozen before you bake them, or you

can refrigerate them before you bake them.
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Growing
in Faith
®\Together ,

A reminder that on Sunday, September 29, we

will be having a joint worship service with
First English— Rising City.

There will be NO worship at Swede Home
that Sunday, instead we will meet at 11:00 am
at the Rising City Park— for worship with
First English.

A potluck meal will follow worship. Meat and
paper produces will be provided. Please bring
a side dish i.e. salads, desserts etc. If you are
unable to bring anything, COME—there is
always plenty of food. There are a limited
amount of plug ins, so keep that in mind if
you are bringing crockpots or something

similar.

Youre invited 1o
First & Calvary's
First Annual

(i

Potluck
Worship

Seplember 29
Worship o I
Dinner @ 12
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OF SWEDE HOME

WELCA RETREAT

WEDNESDAY

OCT.9TH, 2024
10AM-4PM ¢
N\ o it A;

e
-

Sign up with Pastor Hillary or Cheryl Jones by September 20th.
Cost is $25/person paid to Calvary Swede Home. Lunch is included.
No additional preperation or supplies necessary.

We will car pool to Schuyler. More details will follow

in the October newsletter.
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Summer fellowship coffees served by Ruth and Miriam

Circles are coming to an end. Once again, we will
have a sign-up sheet for serving coffee. Please
remember, this can be a very simple service. It just
takes plugging in the coffee pot about 10 am. Paper
products are provided. You can provide boughten
cookies, something homemade, snack candy bars, pop-
corn or trail mix, or if you are inclined to do so, some-
thing homemade. The most important thing is the
fellowship we share with our faith family. Coffee can
be set up as serve yourselfl Keep it simple!l Oh, clean
up the kitchen before you go home! Thanks to all who
so willingly help.
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Stewardship Short

Stewardship Short: Stewardship of
our bodily health

Panl writes, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within yon, which you have from God, and that you
are not your own?” -2 Corinthians 6:19

God has given each of us a physical body that, like an
automobile, is a masterfully engineered, complex vehi-
cle that carries us along our road of life. Like our cars,
our bodies need attention and care to function opti-
mally and bring us smoothly down the road of life.

Of course, many of us have health problems for fac-
tors beyond our control, such as genetics, environment

. and misfortune. With so many variables over which we
A BIG thank you to all who have shared their have 70 control, we need to do our best with the varia-
bountiful garden produce with those of us church bles we can control.

members who do not garden! . .
& For September, dedicate yourselves to being a better

Your generosity is very much appreciated. steward of your body. Here are some ideas:

Get a physical. A doctor can evaluate you and advise

you on optimizing your health.

Move it! Even small amounts of exercise improve
health and wellbeing. Ask your doctor how to get go-

HIGHWAY PICK-UP ing
Our fall event for “Our Work — God’s Hands” ) ' _ ) _
will be the highway pickup on Sunday, September Diet. Not just eating to lose weight, but also eating for
22 beginning at 4:00 p.m. Rain date scheduled for healthy living. Learn about the nutritional value of the
September 29. We will meet at Monty & Cheryl foods you now eat, and explore choices that are more
Jones’” home (13088 ] Rd. on highway 39) at 4, healthful.
then split into teams and walk the first two miles
ditches of highway 39. Following the pick up, Sleep. Eight hours of shuteye does wonders for body
you’re invited to stay for food and fellowship. and mind.

(It’s helpful to bring along gloves to wear.)
Pray and meditate. Spiritual disciplines lower your
stress, which improves physical health, too.

God gave us wonderful bodies to carry us through our

- ¥
‘ | f | life’s journey of discipleship. The better we care for it,
[ ] | ] - the more fruitful our journey will be.
ar
. . ,I-'.I*'!-'- -Rob Blezard Copyright ©2018 Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprint-
) 4 o 5 *ed by permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for
e ) www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as pastor of St. Paul’s

Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD.
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Calvary Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
950 129th Road
Stromsburg, NE 68666
Church Phone: (402)764-5981
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com
Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com
Facebook “Swede Home”

Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers
Kent Adelson, Council Chairman
Jennifer Fjell, Council Vice Chairman
Missy Althouse, Council Secretary
Amy Harris and Janet Nielsen, Music
Linda Fuhr, Church Office Manager
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian

Council Members:
Andrew Adelson, Jennifer Fjell,, Dan Oquist,
Kent Adelson, Missy Althouse, Kris Udey, Randy Lott
Jarrett Althouse, youth representative

Pastor Evan  Cell Phone 402-689-5495 (text or call)

Email: evan@pastorchristensen.com

Pastor Hillary  Cell Phone 402-980-1102 (text or call)

Email: hillaty@pastorchristensen.com

IF you are texting or emailing a pastor, please include
both pastors in the text or email

Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Office Manager at

calvtyswedehomechurch@gmail.com or text ot call
402-366-2091, If you have not done so, follow Swede Home on

our Facebook page.

Both the WELCA and the congregation received a thank
you from “A Place at the Table” for the recent monetary

donations received.

The Lenten offering was given to the Backpack program,
and WELCA made a donation from their monthly

—Mhank you—

with a personal note that Calvary is the Best!!

offering.

Jason
Rosenkranz
thanks both
organizations
for their gen-

erous gifts,

...IN SACRED PLACES...

AN UPDATE FROM YOUR NEBRASKA SYNOD

What’s happening at Salem? It is a question the congre-
gations of Augustana, Calvary (Swede Home), First Eng-
lish, and yes, even Salem have been asking. Since Pastor
Brenda’s departure from Salem in December of 2023,
the members of Salem have been hard at work — find-
ing pulpit supply, taking on responsibilities, and com-
pleting their Ministry Site Profile (MSP). That document
was shared with Pastors Evan and Hillary, just as it
would be shared with any pastors who are interested in
learning more about Salem. Once the synod staff had
approved Salem’s MSP, the only other thing that hap-
pened was an informal conversation among Pastors Hil-
lary and Evan and Salem’s councilmembers. It was a
chance to put names with faces — right before another
face got added to the family and the flock. Welcome,
Sutton John!

Other than what the pastors have committed to at the
original three congregations, nothing is going to happen
while they are on parental leave. After their return on
August 19, then — and only then — will a meeting be
scheduled with the four councils and a representative
from the synod office, Assistant to the Bishop Pastor
Heidi Wallace. The purpose of that meeting will be to
discuss the possibility of trying an experiment for a set
period of time; not forever and ever, but three to four
months. Goals and guidelines would be established and
then the proposal, if there is one, would be brought to
all four congregations. Experiments are designed to
show us what works and what does not. We try and we
reflect. Or we decide not to try at all. Whatever we do,
we pray for God’s guidance and wisdom.

Now — this time before any further conversation takes
place — is not the time for questions or anxiety or ru-
mors. Now is the time for prayer. Pray for your pastors,
for their two sons, for your own congregation and your
council, for the other congregations in the area, and
above all, for God’s guidance and wisdom. After August
19, we will let you know what is happening next, and we
will keep that communication coming.

Grace and peace,

PR Heidi
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We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration

REMEMBER IN

ANNIVERSARIES
: BIRTHDAYS
YOUR PRAYERS SEPTEMBER  SEPTEMBER
Monty Jones .
.YJ 8 Paul and Debbie 01 Josh McCarville
Kathi Jones Ernst B
Duane Jones 03 Piiper ?erggren
Janice Forsberg 12 Becky (Willhoft) & 06 Clay Nielsen
Melissa Forsberg Brandon Nielsen 07 Amanda Johnson
09 Mason Adelson
June Larson 18 Jessica and Dustin .
Beth Jones Wienck Pat Mentink Noble 12 Kelsey Dittmer
Jan Wells Bachman  Julie Belt 13 Scott Walgren
22 Steve and Kris Udey 15 Kerri Klein
Rich Schneider 25 Jimand Bonnie Carl- 17 Koleton Udey
Luna Stauber son 19 Shelly Glatter
Dawn Buller . 20 Jim Carlson
26 1]\3/Ilckey and Krystal 21 Jackie Walgren
e Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue crggren 22 Penny Udey
Mission, Blue Valley Action 22 Clark Yungdahl
e Houses for Health recipients. 23 Loree Adelson
e Bishop Scott Johnson and the Nebraska Asher Jon (AJ) John-
Synod staff 26 son
e Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA con- 27 Don Paulson
gregations and members 30 Kailie McCarville
e Brody lenn in service to our country 30 Heidi Smith
e Our government leaders
PTEMBER
To request prayers please email the church or s E E E .
call Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366- Assistant Minister - Diana
4797) Scripture Reader — Diana
—O9—MasonAdelsep——— —————————————————
: ; = Ushers — Dan and Lisa
» ';Calﬁ\iarry Lutheran Church Altar Care— Sandy
, 1 of Swede Home
% B est. 1873 | Acolyte —
. FFCA Bell Ringer—  Dan
1 Mile'South, %2 Mile West We thank all those who agree to help with the worship
service each month. Please let Jean Waller or
Carolyn Nielsen know if you can help

Watch for the new highway signs to be installed

soon!!



Sun Mon
1 2

10:30 am
Worship with

communion

8 9

10:30 am Wor-
ship of the

Word Council
meeting follow-

ing worship

15 16

10:30 am
Worship with

communion

22 23

10:30 am Worship of
the word

4pm Highway pickup
at Monty and Cheryl
Jones

29 30

11:00 am Joint
worship service
at Rising City,
potluck to
follow* NO
Service at Swede

Home

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

10 11 12 13 14

7 pm Men’s 9 am Ruth 9 am
Bible Study Circle at Mitiam
4th Street Circle

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

Service on Sunday September 29th, will be a joint service
with First-Rising City. It will be an outdoor service at
the Rising City Park, with a potluck meal to follow.
There will be NO service at Swede Home.
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COUNCIL NOTES

August 2024

Church Council met on August 4, 2024, following wor-
ship service

Present: Kent, Randy, Dan, Missy, Pastor Evan
Absent: Jarrett, Andrew, Kris, Jennifer

e Highway Signs are here so framing and installation
will be done
e  Church Insurance is still being reviewed

e Ice Cream Social had 200+ attendance, lower than
prior years but was last day of county fair

e Parsonage renovation is moving along

o Joint worship service with First Rising on Sept 29
at 11:00 am with potluck to follow, mark your cal-
endars

e Third Annual Beer & Hymns is on November 9
with time to be announced later, mark your calen-
dars
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Treasurer's Report

Beginning Balance

Offerings:

Transfers:

Expenses:

Utilities:

Salaries:

General Offering

ELCA Disaster Relief
Parsonage Renovation Project
Facility Use Offering

ELCA Mission Share

Memorial for Highway Signs
General SAV 7 of 20 for Parsonage
Improvement Fund for Parsonage

Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee

Office Supplies; envelopes & batteries
Text Messaging System-monthly fee
Cody's Computer Maintenance Plan
Eakes; copier Base Contract & usage
Church Copyright License Size A

Caldwell Piano Service; tuned both pianos
Highway Signs - 1 of 2 pay-

ments

NE Synod ELCA Mission Share

Stutzman Builders - Installment Payment
First English Rising City; July Share
Augustana Genoa; July Share

Church
Parsonage
Genoa Parsonage

Pastors Hillary & Evan Christensen
Portico Benefit Services
Commuting Reimbursement
SECA

Mileage Reimbursement

Cell Phone Reimbursement

Amy & Janet

Lay/Music Mileage

LeeAnn

Linda

Withholding Tax; 2nd Quarter-Lay Persons

Balance as of July 31, 2024:

Transfers:

July
2024

$19,214.49

6,131.00
5.00
5,000.00
250.00
550.00

11,936.00

1,041.00
7,000.00
29,070.00

9.33
19.22
22.00
39.99

151.15
165.00
300.00

520.50
1,595.00
41,070.00
1,904.51
2,989.85

299.28
58.65
121.52

2,684.96
1,266.75
158.33
236.23
9.38
38.00
258.58
206.36
250.73
464.05
435.02

55,274.39

$12,987.10



OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God,
Share God’s Love

Guiding Principles:

Jesus is Lord and Savior

All are welcome in this place.

Serving in love with generosity and hospitality

Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection.
Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy

Stk e

Mutual respect in relationships
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