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Thank you . . .  Message from     

Pastor Kim  

Martin Luther once said that òGod writes 

the gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on 

the trees and in the flowers.ó I love this 

quote because it reminds me that God is 

present in many places and speaks to us in 

many ways.  

It is a time of year  where we can finally enjoy being outdoors more 

often (that is if it ever stops raining so much).  So many things are 

green and growingñ flowers, trees, crops, grass, and more. It is just 

beautiful. And I love seeing the sky this time of year both the bright 

blue of the day and the stars of the night. I find it easy to see and 

sense Godõs presence around me. And there is just something about 

being able to breathe in open space and fresh air that just fills my 

soul with peace. I suspect many of you have even stronger connec-

tions to the land and its gifts around here as you have lived here for 

much longer than I have. I hope and pray that as you look around 

you at all that God has made, you too feel Godõs presence and peace.  

On the less enjoyable side of things this time of year are unneeded 

rains and powerful storms. But these too speak of the Godñ show-

ing us Godõs power and majesty. When storms and waters threaten to 

overwhelm us, we have Godõs promise from Scripture that God will 

always be with us. God will never leave us or forsake us.  

As we go about our daily lives this summer, I want to encourage you 

to be on the lookout for the places and times that you experience 

God. Do you, like me, see and experience God in the world around 

you? Does it point you to the creative and awe-some power of the 

God who formed the universe? Or do you experience God some-

where else? Maybe you experience God in conversations with friends, 

or in the love of a spouse, child, (or in my case the love of my pets).  

Maybe you experience God in laughter or singing. Or maybe you 

experience God best inside the walls of our congregation. There is no 

right or wrong place to experience Godõs presence for God is present 

in all things and able to be present in all places.  

After noticing where it is that you see and experience God, I chal-

lenge you to think about what that place and experience of God is 

(Continued on page 2 ) 

CELEBRATING MINISTRIES OF CALVARY AND ZION  

LUTHERAN CHURCHES  

Dear Calvary Lutheran,  

Thank you for the scholarship youõve awarded me 
for college. I will be using this at SCCñMilford 
campus in the fall. Thank you for all of your sup-
port and helping me with my faith.  

Sincerely,  

Jacob R. Adelson 

 

Dear Friends at Swede Home WELCA,  

Thank you for your recent donation of $73. Funds 
such as these have helped us continue our services 
and programs at Genesis House. We have 
launched a new directionñan outreach we call 
òOpen Armsó to expand our effors to educate and 
reach those who are struggling. Your continuous 
support is vital to our future.  

Please come visit! 

Sincerely,  

Pat and the folks at Genesis House 
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teaching you or how it is deepening your faith. See our faith 

is meant to be lived out outside of the doors of our church. 

Church is where we come to be in community with one an-

other and grow in faith and love through worship, education, 

and service. But it is not meant to be the sole place where we 

experience Godõs work and Godõs love. Our faith should 

matter to our daily lives. It should be what determines the 

way that we interact with one another and how we live out 

our vocation. Faith should matter to daily life. If it doesnõt 

then I am not sure that it is faith.  

Aware of Godõs presence and pondering what we learn or 

experience through that presence, we grow closer to God. 

We grow too in other ways as God infuses every aspect of 

our life with love and grace.  

So this summer, I encourage you to spend time with God in 

the places you know you have encountered God in the past. 

Put yourself in Godõs way and allow God to draw you deeper 

into Godõs very self. It may not happen right away, but as we 

grow in our awareness of Godõs work in our lives, we grow 

too in awareness of Godõs work in the world and how we as 

individuals and as a family of faith are called to be part of 

that work. God is making all things new in the world and 

that includes you! 

In Christ,  

Pastor Kim 

(Continued from  Pastor Kimôs Message on page 1 ) 

QUILTS 

The Annual Quilt Auction at Carol Joy Holling Camp 

will be on Saturday, July 27th. There will be over 350+ 

quilts on display (including a few from our Swede Home 

quilting ladies) that will be auctioned off during the day. 

The auction starts at 9:30am.  

CAROL JOY  

HOLLING CAMP  

HAPPENINGS  

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS! 

Join Camp Carol Joy Holling and Nebraska Lutheran Out-

door Ministries as they celebrate 40 years of camping! There 

will be a special celebration at camp on Saturday , July 13 

from 10am to 4pm. Enjoy new and old camp activities like 

archery, zipline, boating, and so much more. We will end the 

day with a community worship at 4pm. All those who regis-

ter at CarolJoyHolling.org/anniversary before June 26, will 

receive an exclusive 40th anniversary cuppie.  



W.E.L.C.A. News  

Summer will be arriving soon and itõs time to start planning the 
Swede Home Ice Cream Social,  to be held July 21 from 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m.  Sign up sheets will be available for you at June 
Circle meetings. Please return sign up sheets to Deb H. or 
Cheryl soon after your circle meetings.  Thanks to everyone in 
advance for all you do to make the annual Ice Cream Social a 

successΗ 

*Thanks to Kay Jones for her work organizing coffees after 
church this year, and to circle members doing summer coffees 
after church.  

*Thanks to daytime circles for furnishing coffee after the 
Swede Home Memorial Day Service and to Ruth Circle for 
furnishing VBS snacks. 

*Service for month of June is an offering to go to ELCA World 
Hunger Campaign.  July service is Ice Cream Social.   

*Remember Ice Cream at Assisted Living at Covenant Home 
on Monday, 7/22 at 2:30 p.  

*June Altar Care will be by Mary Anna circle and July by Diana 
Johnson.  August by Kathi Jones and Mary Stevens. 

*Flowers this summer by Ruth Circle.  Thank you for watering 
the plants, too. 

*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on June 27 and July 25.  
Please join us.  

*Bingo at MCH will be on Tuesday, July 30 at 2:00 p.m.  Thank 
you Miriam circle for your help with this!  

Grace & Peace to you,  

Cheryl 

Swede Home  

Food Pantry  

The Evangelism and Outreach Team 
oversees a nonperishable food and 
personal care item collection. You 
are  welcome to bring donations at 
any time. Please place items you 
wish to donate in the basket locat-
ed in the entry way of the church. 

Items are usually delivered the last week of the month. In 
June donations will go to Blue Valley Community Action. In 
July donations will go to Genesis House in David City.  

Most recipients of Genesis House are women and children 
in need. They need food and grocery items, food children 
can fix for themselves, household supplies and personal care 
items. 

All of the items we donate are greatly appreciated by the 
recipients as they help meet critical needs. 
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Dear Friends at Swede Home,  

I am late in sending this thank you! The month of May just 
seemed to disappear in a flurry of activity as we launched our 
new outreach program called òOpen Armsó. And we have 
planted a garden to teach about growing and harvesting 
healthy foods! Thank you for your gifts of food, groceries, and 
supplies to Genesis House. You seem to choose just the best 
things for usñespecially what we would call good kid food 
(food that children can easily prepare and snacks that help our 
families throughout the summer when children are home). I 
fix boxes of food to send home with our momsñsimilar to 
the backpack program. There were some Hormel complete 
entrees and other great choices for kids and a variety of 
canned and dry foods for moms to prepare. The òbirthday 
mixing bowló complete with cookie mix, frosting, and sprin-
kles was such a nice gift! Thank you for your attention to our 
wish  list in making your selections. Please come visit! 

Sincerely,  

Pat and the folks at Genesis House 

JUNE  

  Hostess/Dessert Bible Study 

Ruth ð 6/12 Carolyn Nielsen Carolyn 

Mary Anna-6/13  Alice Jane   Alice Jane 

Miriam - 6/14 Gloria Oquist   

 

JULY 

Hostess/Dessert Bible Study 

Ruth ð 7/10 Janet Nielsen  Janet 

Mary Anna-7/11  Jan Ernst  Jan 

Miriamð 7/12 Corinne Adelson Gloria   

Thank you...  
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a n n o u n c e m e n t s  

Gustin was borna nd raised in Beni, a village in the Dowa Dis-
trict of Malawi, where he spent much of his life working as a 
pig farmer, village leader and community development volun-
teer. From sunup to sundown, he could be found out on the 
landñif not at his own farm, at the farms of his neighbors. 
Volunteering his time, he would demonstrate new techniques 
and introduce new crop varieties to help others increase their 
yields and avoid the hungry season known to creep up on the 
community between harvests.  

He was 57 when he got sick. The day started like any other, 
but working in the field, Gustin was overcome with muscle 
pain. Too weak to walk, he was helped by a fellow community 
volunteer, who hired a bicycle to bring them to the nearest 
clinic, 12 miles away. It was then that Gustin learned he was 
HIV-positive.  

He returned home, fearing the worst but determined to fight. 
Thanks to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi 
(ELCM), he knew where to turn for support. He met with a 
community heath counselor whose training was provided by 
the ELCM and supported by your gifts to ELCA World Hun-
ger. Gustin received access to treatment, heath education, a 
listening ear and a companion for each long journey to the 

health clinic or hospital. His counselor walked with him to 
every clinic visitñ12 miles each way. You helped him get the 
medical care he needs.  

Now 69, Gustin stands tall and strong, with a face of warmth 
and wisdom. He may work a little less in the field, but he has 
not reduced his commitment to helping othersñnot one bit. 
Now heõs focused on health care, actively counseling others 
who are living with HIV and AIDS. This work is especially 
important in a county where the disease affects 9.6 percent of 
people ages 15 to 49.  

òBecause I know what its like, I know how to recognize the 
symptoms in others,ó he said. òItõs important to have a friend 
that can help.ó 

As he grows older, so grows his ambitionñhe dreams of a day 
when he can start a small business and help the community 
expand the feeding center, also supported by ELCA World 
Hunger, that the ELCM operates to provide nutrition to chil-
dren under 5.  

òIf it wasn't for the church, I wouldnõt be alive,ó Gustin said. 
òBut now I know my life is not over, and I have a future.ó 

Mission and Ministry Update  

Emmaus Lutheran 

Leadership Academy 

Interested in a new way to engage 

in education around the Bible and 

Lutheran Theology? Consider 

participating in the Emmaus Lu-

theran Leadership Academy. The first course Introduction 

to Lutheran Reading of Scripture and Theology will be offered 

at First Lutheran Church in Kearney and will run from 

July 24 to July 27. For more information or to register 

please contact the Rev. Dr. Michelle Carlson at mcarl-

son@firstlutherankearney.org.  


