May, 2019

n S

®

acred

p |

CELEBRATING MINISTRIES OF CALVARY AND ZION

LUTHERAN CHU

Message from

Pastor Kim
Why do you attend church?

This is the question that has been raise(
many times in the past year as church a
tendance across the nation continues to b
on the decline. Interestingly, the majority of Americans describe r
gious faith as being very important to them, but on a given Sundg
the majority of Americans are not in church. It seems as though
something doesndt add up.

There are a whole host of reasons that people decide not to attend

church on a regular basis. For some it is genuine schedule confli
(though the legitimacy of certain things as conflicts varies from pe
son to person), for others it may be because of damaged or hurt

tionships within the congregation (either with other members or W Y

the pastor), and others may just not see the need of regular atten

RCHES
Thank you . . .

Dear Calvary Lutheran,

Just a note to say thank you for your recent gen-
erous donation to Polk County Blue Valley Com-
munity Action Program! Your support in helping
the less fortunate is so very appreciated!!

eliThanks again and blessings on your day,

Y Elizabeth King
Blue Valley director

rtgf he 2019 Cross County Post Prom Committee
,r.and students would like to thank you for your
Le@enerous donation to our post prom activities.

e could not have done it without your support!!
d-Thank you!

i

=

ance to sustain and grow in their faith. In fact, a high percentage
those in the millennial generation (those born from 1980 to the eg
2000s) believe that their faith can most effectively be lived out an
grow outside of the walls of the church.

These kinds of things dondot b
They make us wonder about institutional survival and worry abou
our children and grandchildren. They may make us question how
have a society that is not run on common core Christian beliefs. 4
for those of us who find our meaning and purpose in our faith as
lived out through our churches, these kinds of facts and figures a|
particularly disheartening.

I wish | had the answers on how to turn things around in the chur
Woul dnét it be great to have
cially young families and children? Indeed it would. If it is even pg
bl e (which I am not sure that
we have always done in the way we have always done it. The ch
of previous generations candt
those previous generations no longer exists. Changes in technold
media, government and corporate values and other similar factor,
mean that the way of life that prevailed during my childhood and
your childhood is not coming back.

lrI)(/:
4 Calvary Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your generous gift. We

ol anpregiae the ganerqsily of dfeqj pegrle r
, our community. May God bless you.
torhank you,

An8tromsburg Ambulance

re
Thank you,

chYour generosity helped make our post prom suc-

ncessfel!! peopl e | i ke we use
Sﬂllg'p Plelunss ?O,St P\r,(v)rg, 29\/18 ndot get t
Lrch

be brought back becaus
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Continued from Pastor Kimhs Message on page

) ) ) This witness is counter cultural to the way we tend to do
If the church is to truly have a place in our society, then | yinas Or perhaps better stated, it is different from the val-
believe a few things are needed. First, churshes must be¢Igy, ot media, government, and the society as a whole try tc
places where we dond6t mer gl sl & edridliand Webddng t&EMdandnrdwehR © ¢
Christianity, but where we experience these things. Whaty,5qe for Jife together in community. From the youngest and
would it be like if we showed up on Sunday momings ex-|aast of us. to the oldest and wisest of us, we all have God
pecting that in our midst that morning, we were going to given value. Living in the community of faith means that we
encounter the very living God that we worship? God is ingjye i ways that uphold the value of each person and that we
deed present in worship, but what would it take for us to sg&.\ the common good. We must be willing to not only want
f[hat with our very own eyes? How can we see the risen Lgtd -ommon good, but also to work for the common good.
in our neighbors, friends, and those people who annoy org,metimes personal sacrifice or inconvenience may be aske:
anger us? | think we far too often show up expecting to hegry,s pyt when we live out our faith with purity and sinceri-
about God and to be fed at the table for living out our faithy e make those sacrifices or shﬁ)ulder inconveniencg with _

but we dondt come expecting..to have our earts an mi
and selves radically transformed by the saving power of the
gospel. These things arendt anythin

, _ _ _est days of the church. They are what we hope to be as a
Another thing that churches must do is to get outside theigy, ,.oh hyt because of our human nature struggle to achieve
doors. Faith is somethm_g that is lived out more than just &, finally, what we must do to ensure the church as the body
couple of hours a week inside church walls. I am, of COUr§g.cyist (not as an institution, congregation, or church
stating the obvious there, but what do you do with that 1, ,jiding) survives is turn ourselves back to the disciplines of
knowledge? How do you live out your faith in your work- e aittii prayer, study, and worship. As much as you are
places, homes, or schools? What difference does_Chrlst @Bf&‘ participate and partake of these things. Pray for the
in the way you condugt yourself on the baseball diamond g8, rage and talent to live out your faith in a way that is con-
well as in Bible Study? Who can you bless through your 5 4iqs to others and that allows you to fully experience
friendship? How can your acts of loving kindness make thig, st in your life. | promise, you will be changed by our
world better not only for yourself and your loved ones, bujjing | ord. Encountering the risen of Christ of Easter has

for others around the glob_e? Without allowing the good | oy er left anyone the same as they were before!
news to transform us and inspire us to work for the good of

all that God has made, what value do people see when tHayChrist,

look from the outside into the church? Changed heartsand| 8 6 2 NJ YA Y
minds, the changed lives of Christians bear strong witness to

others.
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Swede Home W.E.L.C.A. News
Food Pantry

*Service for Maig offering for all circles to help defray VBS
The Evangelism and Outreach Team expenses and planning for Vacation Bible School treats by
oversees a nonperishable food and  Ruth Circle.

personal care item collection. You are . . .
welcome to bring donations at any * Memorial Day Coffewill be hosted by Miriam and Mary

time. Please place items you wish to Anna Circles.

donate in the basket located in the «pyar care for May and Juwél be Mary Anna Circle.

entry way of the Chw_m White altar paraments will be in place all of Maysand 1
ltems are usually delivered the last  gynday in June.

week of the month. In May donations
will go to Genesis House in David City. *Flowers for May through Augusill be Ruth Circle. Please

Most recipients of Genesis House are women and children #¢member to water any plants.

need. They needdd and grocery items, food children can fix«q it Davwill Mav 23. PI ioin us!
for themselves, household supplies and personal care itemszuJ[—ay be May 23. Please join us!

All of the items we donate are greatly appreciated by the reayany enjoy théellowship timéollowing worship on
ients asthey help meet critical needs. Sunday mornings. We need more people to sign up to sen
coffee in May (before WELCA scheduling in the summer).

*Summer Coffeesill be served in June by Miriam Circle;
July 7 & 14 by Mary Anna Circle; and July 21 through Augu
25 by Ruth Circle.

*Looking AheadThe Annual Ice Cream Social is scheduled
for Sunday, July 21, followed by the social at Covenant Hor
Assisted Living on Monday, 7/22. That time will be here
before we know it! Please put these dates on your calenda

May
Hostess Bible Study
. Ruthd 5/8 Kay Jones Kay
Memorial _ _
Mary Anna5/9 Linda Jones Linda
Weekend Miriamd 5/10

| saw this beautiful quote on a poster and wanted to share i

Worship here ~

Join us for worship at Buckley Park in Stromsburg on Sun-

day, May 26th at 9:30 a.m. for a joint worship service with oLive Ffor the momen
Zion and Calvary. Calvary will host fellowship following you candt put into u
worship.

Bl essings to you on Mot her
Weekend,

Cheryl
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announcements

Mission and Ministry Update
= R ’3’%@ grew up in Madagascar while his parents served as missior
&% aries there, applied for Y,
portunity to see God at work in various ways around the
world and to be formed and transformed by our compan-
ions.

A highlight of Berkasd YAG
panions from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern
Africa was a weeklong camp in Cape Town. The experienc:
affirmed in Berkas the i mp:
creating space for you peo|]

The summer before Nate Berkas started high school, heL1 8 ; g]g I 6 contexteand to send

went on a camping trip that would change his life. Berkas
said his faith journey began in earnest on-aifjlaevisit to  After returning home, Berkas served for five years at the
the Boundary Waters with Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry, 8n@ A churchwide organization, stewarding the relation-
ELCA camp in Cook, Minnesota ships betweeBLCA missionaries and their sponsoring con-
olt was the first opportu fregptions ﬁl%qxﬁ)er e W'tg thef nEa |facheés|9fdwon%r%f_|5
rience God in a really t aWﬁ'?g ”i‘eetw%’&' ter(?eaggsise Vingn %agie%te_ IS
cdrrent "posrtiron. 0 Wh i e |
He went on several more trips to the area throughout higfto support Churchwide global ministries], where | feel most

school before becoming a camp counselor in college, whealled is going back to that canoe trip after eighth grade an
he spent four successive summers working with youthatt hi nki ng about how for mati)

camp. o0l realized through_that, 6 expegri.en that .l1_ wa
passionate about outdoor ministry and really interested inT oday,aBerkas IS slljt_e direct5r at Wilderness Cande Base
pursuing that as a profes nloFBe}FLCé\caQ P tfgeabgundéarg Waa?enwhere he gets

0 give yodung people the same éxperience he had as a can

L

The next step in his journey came through acceptance inghe. o1 f e el a deep call t o
ELCAOs young adults i n gl o bgefefulfoi tte svayahat all ofvtis®as)worked toggtheatm ,
which is funded in part by mission support. Berkas, who s hape wher e | am. ¢

Fun Times!

Thank you for everyone who
éﬁ helped with the community

& oa’\ Easter Egg hunt on April
1 20th.
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announcements

Thank You

We have had such amazing contrithe other donation centers in ColumbDkan up and recov-
butions to our donation drive in  ery is just getting started, so at any point in the upcoming
partnership with Columbus Public weeks should there be a need for specific items again, we wil
Schools.This effort began in re-  send out a call for helfphe generosity of this ESU 7 com-
sponse to a Zoom meeting with  munity is overwhelming.
60 superintendents across flood .
il : | cannot say thank you enough to those of you who have giv-
4 ravaged areas in ESUs 1, 2, 3, 7, f . hvsical help. thouah d
& and 8.During that call, we discov- en of your time, resources, physical help, thoughts and praye
= cred what needs our educational © not only our donation drive, but to your communities as
7 partners had in their communities.We”'. We are #Ne_braskaStrong and | am confident we will
~_ Roads were impassible during thafontinue to help in whatever ways we are able.
' time, and deliveries were diffi- My sincerest thanks,
i ; - cult. The donations we collected Larianne
. were meant to support them, as
well as areas in and around Columbus/ES&irite we start-
ed collecting donations on Tuesday, March 19, deliveries h
been made to the North Bend, Valley, St. Edward, Genoa,

¥ ¢ . B » % <
. "H’ ol S~ m
Spencer, Schuyl er, Nlobrarj ) | B i V., rd  Wa

T

Family Resource Center, Paws and Claws, and Simon Hous:
The generosity of 34 ESU 7 staff members and even their
families, volunteering their time to man the donation site is [',
appreciated beyond words.

We will continue with that effort for the remainder of this

Clayton Wattsinvites you to his high school gradua

4‘ tion from Shelbyrising City High School on May 11 fat

ﬂ " ‘, 2pm with a reception following at Rising City Comnpu-
. “ .% nity Hall. 600 Main St, Rising City.

Jacob Adelsorgraduates froMigh Plains Commu-

Cong ratu|ationsl nity School on Saturday, May 11th at 3:30 p.m. Allfare

welcome to join us at our home (484 128th Road) 4t

5:00 p.m. for an open house celebration!

You are invited tBrody lenn's open house follow-
ing the 2 p.m. graduation ceremony on May 11 at s-
ceola High School. Open house will be at lenn's
home: 340 S. Nance Street.
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Calvary Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
950 129th Road
Stromsburg, NE 68666
Church Phone: (402)765981

Kent Adelson, Council President
Diana Johnson, Organist
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian

Council Members:
Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Kay Jones, Kent Adelson,
Sandra Johnston, Dan lenn, Fran Lott
All Calvary members, Ministers
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Zion Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
202 Sherman
Benedict NE 68316

Cal Bittinger, Council President
Diana Johnson & Craig Swedenberg, Musicians
Chris Jarosz, Sunday School

Council Members:
Cal Bittinger, LuAnn Bolton, Dawn Kush, Justin Schoch
Al of Zion members, Ministers

Meet a Member

. Clayton Watts grew up in Osce-
ola, living there until his fresh-
man year in High School, when
he, his mom and brother

. moved to Rising City. Clay-
tonds parents
and Corey Watts. He has a
younger brother, Ceagen as well
as two stejprothers, Jackson
Kilgore and Bryce Reed, and
two stepsisters, Kalli Kilgore

and Ella Lemburg.

al

by Swa.

$BHOTOGRAF

Clayton is a Senior at Shelby/
Rising City High School, and will be graduating in May. He
plans to attend Central Community College to get his preci-
sion ag degree and he would like to be able to eventually tal
over the family farms.

He loves the outdoors, and being outside hunting or fishing
is definitely the most relaxing thing for him. Clayton is pas-
sionate about his familyods
how to work hard and has helped to shape him into the per-
son he is today.

ayton really enjoys teaching Sunday School at Calvary. H
rﬁo s working with the kids and watching them grow in
their faith. He enjoys knowing everyone at church and hav-
ing the small town feel. Clayton really liked going on the
youth mission trips the last couple of years. He especially
liked helping with the Denver Metro Ministries, where the
mission trip will be going again this summer.



