September, 2019
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CELEBRATING MINISTRIES OF CALVARY AND ZION
LUTHERAN CHURCHES

Message from
Kent, Council Chair
Pastor Kim, in the August newsletter, wrote that change is never
easy.
Calvary and Zion are both going through changes that require faith
and prayer.
We at Calvary need to pray for the Zion congregation as they go
through the process of closing their church. That is one of the
most difficult decisions a congregation will ever make, and as our
council met with the Zion council, we felt the weight of their decision, and shared the emotions that accompanied it. We will continue to support them in any way we can as they go through this process.
Calvary will now work with the Synod to explore the possibilities
of a shared ministry. A shared ministry could be with a Lutheran
partner, or because of shared core beliefs, Methodist or Presbyterian partners may be considered.
With around one hundred seminarians graduating each year, demand for an ordained Pastor far exceeds availability.
Pastor Karen Tjarks will be our pastor for the first three weeks in
September, and council will be working with Pastor Megan Morrow from the Synod office for Pastoral support beyond those three
Sundays.

Thank you . . .
Dear friends at Swede Home,
Thank you for your recent donation of feed and
groceries for Genesis House families. It is so
very helpful to have the good “kid food”, I have
been giving out those treats to the Moms during
the summer, similar to the backpack program.
You ALWAYS bring us the kinds of food we
need most. Always enjoy the visits with Cheryl
when she makes this special delivery. We invite
all of you to come for a visit. I have been working with 3 new clients, so we are very busy!!
Our garden is doing well, but it is lots of work!
Fun to teach others how to grow healthy food!
Thank you
Pat and the folks at Genesis House
A big thank

you to Monty and Cheryl

and Deb and Layne along with others, who
have so faithfully shared their garden produce
with church members each Sunday. There is a
labor of love included in picking and cleaning
the delicious garden yummies, and we, who
benefit from the works of your labor, can’t
thank you enough for the produce you share
on Sunday morning

Our Sunday school is in great hands, and our confirmation students will continue to have class.
Please include Calvary council and the Synod in your prayers as we
enter this time of transition. A time of transition can be exciting,
and also a time of growing our faith in the Lord as we let the Holy
Spirit guide us in the direction he has chosen for us.
Kent Adelson
Calvary Council
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W.E.L.C.A. News
*Thanks to circles for furnishing coffee after worship this
summer! We’ll be looking for individuals to serve throughout the school year beginning in September.
*Service for month of September is an offering for Columbus Women’s Shelter
*Altar care for September will be Gloria Oquist. October
will be Jean Waller.
*Flowers in September & October will be by Mary Anna
circle. Thank you for watering any plants also.
Linda Fuhr has accepted the secretary
position at Calvary. If you need to contact her, please text or call her cell number 402-366-2091 and leave a message.
You may call the church office at
402-764-5961, although messages will not
be checked daily. So if you need an
immediate response, please contact Linda
directly.
If you have any articles for the newsletter,
the deadline is the 20th of each month.

*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on September 26.
Please join us.
*Cheer for months of Sept., Oct., Nov. & Dec. is Miriam
Circle.
*Nebraska Syndical Women’s Organization Biennial Convention is planned for October 11-13 at Camp Carol Joy
Holling. Registration is due by September 30. Registration
forms will be on the table by the church front doors.
* Highway pick up is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 29 with
rain date 10/13. We will meet at Monty & Cheryl Jones’ at
3:00 p.m. and we’ll have soup and fellowship afterwards.
SEPTEMBER
Hostess/Dessert
Ruth – 9/11

Bible Study

Deb Cramer

Deb C.

Mary Anna- 9/12 _______________

_____________

Miriam – 9/13

Marj

Marj Johnson

“For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven.”
~ Ecclesiastes 3:1
Cheryl
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Swede Home
Food Pantry

.The Evangelism and Outreach Team
oversees a nonperishable food and
personal care item collection. You are
welcome to bring donations at any
time. Please place items you wish
to donate in the basket located in
the entry way of the church.
Items are usually delivered the last week of the month. . In
September donations will go to Genesis House in David
City.
Most recipients of Genesis House are women and children
in need. They need food and grocery items, food children
can fix for themselves, household supplies and personal care
items.
All of the items we donate are greatly appreciated by the
recipients as they help meet critical needs.

Prayers for Disaster Victims
The Nebraska synod has asked congregations to serve as
prayer partners for communities and congregations affected by the flooding and blizzards from March of this
year. We have been asked to pray for St. Peter's Lutheran
Church in Pender and their pastor Rev. Kathy Montira.
At this time, Pastor Montira shares that the community
is getting back to normal, but that they would appreciate
prayers for farming and cattle operations to be fruitful.
Cattle have been stressed from the March flooding and
because of their stress levels they are having trouble coping with the hot summer weather. Please pray for this
congregation and watch future newsletters and bulletins
for updated prayer requests.

Rally Sunday
September 8
This year in Sunday school at Calvary we will be learning about Jesus from the moment Mary receives the
news that she is expecting through his birth. We are
going back to breaking down each lesson into multisensory learning activities teaching the same lesson
over several weeks. We as a teaching team (Tina, Cheryl, Lynn, Jennifer and Kay) feel the students learn and
retain the lessons better this way. At the end of each
section of learning Lynn will once again host a multigenerational movie lesson. These lessons will be held
on 2 consecutive Sundays so the full movie can be reviewed without a long break in between viewings.
We are very excited about the plans for the new year
and hope you will join us for Rally Sunday on September 8th starting at 9:30. To kick off this year’s theme
we will be hosting a Baby Shower. Please bring unwrapped baby gifts to be donated to local shelters.
Some needed items include:
Diapers of all sizes
Other diaper supplies such as creams and wipes
Boppy Pillows
Safety Items such as outlet plugs, door knob
covers, gates, cabinet locks,
Thermometers
Bottles
Sippy cups
Clothing: onesies, PJ’s, socks, etc…
Pack-n-Play
Glider
Stroller
Bathing Essentials: wash clothes, towels, baby
wash
All members are invited to attend the Rally Sunday at
9:30 am on September 8th. You may bring your baby
shower items, and join in the Baby Shower treats with
the students.
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announcements

Mission and Ministry Update
From Bishop Maas

tional communications are being developed by the ELCA
Churchwide Office as I write this.
As the attached points make clear, there will be a variety
of interpretations of exactly what “sanctuary church
body” means, and a variety of ways in which that identity
will be lived out. I can tell you with clarity the following:
• The ELCA is not mandating (and cannot mandate) that
its congregations engage in any practice, related to sanctuary or otherwise

To Members of The Nebraska Synod ELCA

Dear Church:
I’m writing you briefly today about actions of the 2019
ELCA Churchwide Assembly that concluded in Milwaukee just two days ago. Among the many actions taken
was the adoption of a motion that the ELCA “declares
itself a sanctuary church body.” That brief phrase is open
to myriad interpretations, and the motion of which it was
a part was amended to direct the ELCA Church Council
to “provide guidance for the three expressions of this
church about what it means to be a sanctuary church
body.”
Confusion about what the phrase may or may not mean
was intensified following reports of the action through a
variety of media outlets, and even more so following a
panel discussion on Fox News—a panel that included no
representative of the ELCA to respond to a number of
misunderstandings and misstatements within that discussion.
I am attaching the language of the motion itself as well as
a set of talking points developed by my colleague, Bishop
Paul Erickson of the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Addi-

• The ELCA is not condoning or advocating illegal conduct on the part of its congregations or members • The
ELCA is not recommending any specific way(s) for each
congregation and member to practice sanctuary
• The ELCA is renewing its public commitment to take
concrete action to fulfill scripture’s mandate to welcome
strangers—including immigrants and refugees—and provide for their needs
• The ELCA is renewing its commitment to advocating
for reform in our nation’s broken immigration system and
for humane treatment of immigrants and refugees
• The ELCA is renewing its commitment to the
AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities)
initiative
I will be communicating again with you soon about this
particular action of the Churchwide Assembly as well as
others. It seemed to me important to get clear, basic information out to you soon so that you are able to respond to those who may bring you their questions.
With gratitude for your partnership and prayers for your
ministry,
Brian D Maas, Bishop
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Highway Pickup
Zion
Special Meeting
Our fall event for “Our Work – God’s Hands” will be
the highway pickup on Sunday, September 29 beginning
at 3:00 p.m. Rain date scheduled for October 13. We
will meet at Monty & Cheryl Jones’ home (13088 J Rd.
on highway 39) at 3:00 pm, then split into teams and
walk the first two miles ditches of highway 39. Following the pick up, you’re invited to stay for soup and fellowship. (It’s helpful to bring along gloves to wear.)

There will be a special congregational
meeting following worship on September 15th to vote on business related to
the closing process. Pastor Megan
Marrow and Bill Biggs, Synod Attorney,
will be in attendance.

C.H.E.R.I.S.H
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday school at Swede Home begins September 8th at
9:30 a.m. Plan on being there!
Confirmation classes for both Calvary and Zion will
start on Wednesday, September 11 at 5;30 pm.
Classes will be held at Salem Lutheran in Stromsburg
and led by Pastor Brenda.
There will be a parent meeting at Salem on Weds
September 4 at 7 pm. Please let Pastor Brenda,
know if you can not attend. Her contact number is
402-416-5434.

Benedict Community
Sunday School
Kick-off in the park with coffee and donuts at 9:30 a.m.
on Sunday, September 8th
Sunday School classes will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday,
September 15th

The students that will be attending confirmation are:
Ethan Fjell, Kylee Krol, and Kelby Neujahr, from
Swede Home and Lyndsey Bolton and Harley Martin,
from Zion.
. If you have any questions please contact Kent Adelson, Kay Jones or LuAnn Bolton.
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Meet a Member
Calvary Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
950 129th Road
Stromsburg, NE 68666
Church Phone: (402)764-5981
Kent Adelson, Council President
Diana Johnson, Organist
Linda Fuhr, Secretary
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian
Council Members:
Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Kay Jones, Kent Adelson,
Sandra Johnston, Dan Ienn, Fran Lott
All Calvary members, Ministers

Pastor Brenda Pfiefly is on call for Calvary, her
contact number is 402-416-5434
Pastor Megan Clausen will be on call for Zion, her
contact number is 641-831-9499
Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Secretary at
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com or her cellPhone 402-366-2091, text is preferred or leave a
voice message

Zion Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
202 Sherman
Benedict NE 68316

Cal Bittinger, Council President
Diana Johnson & Craig Swedenberg, Musicians
Chris Jarosz, Sunday School
Council Members:
Cal Bittinger, LuAnn Bolton, Dawn Kush, Justin Schoch
All of Zion members, Ministers

Alice Jane Oquist
Alice Jane was born in Stromsburg to Herman and Thelma
Anderson on 1936. At the time,
her parents lived on a farm south
of Stromsburg. Her dad grew up
in rural Osceola and her grand
father was a charter member of
St. Paul Lutheran in Osceola. She
was baptized there at the same
time as her cousin Yvonne Anderson Stauber (Fran Lott’s
mother).
While living on the farm south of Stromsburg, she
started going to Sunday School with a neighboring family
who attended the Stromsburg Baptist church.
Alice Jane attended school in Stromsburg graduation
with the class of 1954. After graduation she worked for the
Stromsburg Bank. During that time, she received a call
from a young Swede Home man, Stanley Oquist.
They hit it off in December of 1957 and they married three
months later. When Stanley died in 2006, they had been
married 48 years.
Their marriage was blessed with two children: Steve of
rural Clarks and Janice Forsburg of Grand Island. Alice
Jane has five grandchildren and six great grandchildren.
Alice Jane joined Calvary Lutheran in December of 1958.
From that point on she has been a faithful member. She
taught Sunday School for 25 years plus taught Bible School
for a number of years. She has belonged to WELCA over
the years, helping in many positions. In the 1990’s, she
served on the church council and for a time was the
church treasurer.
In 1984, Alice Jane and Stanley moved to Stromsburg
when their son, Steve, moved to the family farm northwest
of Swede Home. She also worked for Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance from 1985-1990.
Over the years, she and Stanley enjoyed camping with
family and friends, first with their camper and later at the
cabin Stanley build in their farm’s pasture located in the
bluffs of the Platte River.
We at Calvary are lucky that young man from Swede
Home called Alice Jane for a date and that her answer was
YES!!!!!
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Remember in
your prayers
Elvin Reetz
Imo Richardson
Harvey Schlegelmilch
Vance & Elaine Toline
Jan Wells-Bachman

Melissa Forsberg
Denny Johnson
Linda Johnson
June Larson
Alice Jane Oquist

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Calvary:

Calvary:

Paul & Deborah Ernst
Sept 8
Becky & Brandon Nielsen
Sept 12
Jessica & Dustin Noble
Sept 18

·

·
·
·
·
·
·

Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue Mission, Blue Valley Action, & Denver Metro Ministries
St. Peter’s Church—Pender
Houses for Health recipients.
Table Grace Café
Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod
staff
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congregations and members
Our ELCA Partner Synod—Pacifica Synod

Steven & Kris Udey
Sept 22
Jim & Bonnie Carlson
Sept 25
Denny & Marj Johnson
Sept 25
Mickey & Krystal Berggren
Sept 26

Zion:

To request prayers call
Calvary: Jan Ernst 402-747-8041
Zion: LuAnn Bolton 402-710-8708

Zion Worship Assistants
September
Communion Assistant: Dawn Kush
Usher: Todd Schoch
Greeter: Gina Schoch

READERS:

ACOLYTES:

Sept 1: Gregg Bolton
Sept 8: Ken Kush
Sept 15: Dawana Bolton
Sept 22: Dawn Kush
Sept 29: Gina Schoch

Sept 1: Lyndsey Bolton
Sept 8: Krayton Schoch
Sept 15: Harley Martin
Sept 22: Tierney Schoch
Sept 29: Axton Martin

Calvary Worship Assistants
September
Assistant Minister— Sandy Johnston
Scripture Reader— Jean Waller
Ushers— Dan and Fawn Ienn
Acolyte— Ethan Fjell
Altar Care— Gloria Oquist
Bell Ringer— Scott Walgren

8:30a Zion Holy
Communion Worship
10:30a Calvary Holy
Communion Worship

7p Calvary
Council
7pm Parent
Confirmationmeeting at
Salem

8:30a Zion Worship
9:30aZion SS Kick off
in Park
9:30a Rally Sunday
School—all members
welcome to attend
10:30a Calvary
Worship

5:30p Confirmation
Class at Salem

8:30a Zion Holy
Communion Worship
9:30a Zion SS
9:15a Calvary Sunday
School
10:30a Calvary Holy
Communion Worship

5:30p Confirmation
Class at Salem

8:30a Zion Worship
9:30a Zion SS
9:15a Calvary Sunday
School
10:30a Calvary Worship

5:30p Confirmation
Class at Salem

8:30a Zion Worship
9:30a Zion SS
9:15a Calvary Sunday
School
10:30a Calvary Worship
3p Highway Pickup

2p Mary Anna’s
WELCA Circle

7p Ruth’s WELCA
Circle
7p Men’s Bible
Study

9a Quilt Day

9a Miriam’s
WELCA Circle
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Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love

Council Notes
Council Notes, August 7, 2019
Pastor opened the meeting with a prayer of
guidance for all present.
Pastor commented that she hasn’t heard
from Pastor Kathy from Peter’s Lutheran Church in
Pender of any more needs. Sandy agreed to be the
contact person from the council to St. Peter’s Lutheran church.
Pastor updated the council about the IVF
Celebrate Grant in which funds will be coming the
end of September. Council agreed that the Annie Jeffrey Foundation and NE Synod prison ministries
should receive the money.
Linda Fuhr has agreed to take the position of
Church Secretary. She will begin in August. Thank
you to Gladys for filling in.
Council president Kent talked with roofing
contractors about leaf guards for the gutters. After
council discussion it has been decided that it will be
more efficient to church members to clean the gutters
twice a year.
The front doors will be redone in September
by Master Care from Columbus.
Pastor, Kent and Kay will continue to work
on resolving the issue of internet connection at the
church.
Pastor has been researching sound panels for
the Fellowship hall. She will ensure that she leaves
this information with a council member so we can
continue to move forward.
Tina Watts, Cheryl Jones, Jenn Fjell and Lynn
Hofmann have agreed to teach Sunday School for the
2019-20 school year.
A meeting with Pastor Megan Morrow was
held Thursday, August 8 to conduct Pastor Kim’s exit
interview.
There will be a joint service with Zion Sunday, August 25 at 9:30. After the service all congregation from Zion and Calvary will take a picture as a
memory gift for Pastor. A light lunch will also be
served that Sunday.

Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Balance
Offerings:
General Offering
ELCA Disaster Relief
ELCA Mission Share

Expenses:
Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee
Safe Deposit Box
Cody’s Computer Maintenance Plan
Ink Cartridge
Mosquito Spraying for Social
Zion Benedict July Share
NE Synod ELCA Mission Share
Utilities:
Church
Parsonage
Salaries:
Pastor
Mileage
SECA
Professional expense
Portico Benefits
Diana
LeeAnn
Mandi
FICA &amp; Federal Tax, 2 nd Quarter
Supply Pastor Sister Ann Hall
Balance as of July 31, 2019:
Transfers of Designated $$ to:
WELCA Ice Cream Social Expenses

*This page is only seen by Calvary Members

July
2019
$ 3,140.30

7,631.00
5.00
225.00
7,861.00

8.39
16.00
34.99
74.51
142.96
1,743.85
1,520.00
273.97
157.03
2,291.22
164.11
227.85
9.58
1,055.86
446.54
236.64
64.64
501.75
221.69
9,191.58
1,809.72
25.00

Our Guiding Principles
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God,
Share God’s Love
Guiding Principles:
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior
2. All are welcome in this place.
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection.
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy
6. Mutual respect in relationships

Return Service Requested
950 Road 129th
Stromsburg, NE 68666
CALVARY Lutheran church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
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