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CELEBRATING MINISTRY OF CALVARY
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Message from Sister Anne
One of the advantages of growing
up near Washington, DC was having
so many historical places to visit. My
family often attended special worship services at the Washington Cathedral. The stained glass windows
were some of the most beautiful that
I have ever seen. It was a joy to be
at the dedication service of the moon window that had a
piece of the moon in it.
Stained glass has been around for thousands of years
especially around the 4th century when Christians built
churches. They became a unique way to spread the
Gospel by illustrating Bible stories for people who could
not read or have access to Bibles. I think it was also a
way teach the scriptures during especially long sermons.
Everywhere you look, there was a picture to bring your
mind back to God.
Our congregations are also blessed to have beautiful
windows. Many of the comments on the Swede Home
Facebook page are about the stained glass windows.
There is a window in a church where I served that was a
gray cross standing in deep water. It was made in
memory of children that died as a result of the Hurricane of 1900 that struck the Texas coastline. It reminds
me of how Jesus is with us even in the worst of times.
Each Sunday, before Pastor David and I begin worship
at St. John’s (Shell Creek), I sit on the front pew and
look at the stained glass window that shines behind us
while we lead worship. It is a picture of Jesus standing
in a garden with his arms outstretched like he is asking
for a hug.

Message from Sister Anne (Continued)

While I sit and stare at that window, I think of what it
would be like to slip into His arms especially during
these difficult days. Our health care advisors have
asked us not to physically greet one another while this
virus is spreading. During the next year, we will have to
change our style of worship to keep ourselves safe from
harm. This will be very difficult for many of us. Our
ancestors went through this in 1918 and we can learn
from them and do the right thing. It is only temporary.
Jesus will always be available to us for a hug if only in
our hearts.

Please continue to pray for our members, the Council,
myself, and the Community that we will hold on to our
faith and come out of this stronger.

Thank you
The Shelby Senior Center gratefully acknowledges
your generous donation of $500.00 to continue our
services to Shelby seniors.
God’s richest blessings to you.

Avis Rathje, Manager Shelby
Senior Center
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Announcements
The Evangelism and
Outreach Team oversees a nonperishable
food and personal
care item collection.

Please place items
you wish to donate in
the basket located in
the front entry of the church. June Items go

Blue Valley - Osceola

W.E.L.C.A. News
As we all have changed our lives due to the Covid-19
pandemic, we still look forward to being blessed with
the sunshine of summer!
As of this writing, we don’t know of the plans for worship, so I hope those of you with internet are enjoying
the online worship with Sister Anne and her husband,
Pastor David. They’re doing a great job!
*We are excited that Pastor David has written VBS
plans for “Backyard Safari” our youth will enjoy this
month. I will be delivering the plans and craft items to
the kids when it’s all organized (hoping for early June).
I’m sure they’ll enjoy the videos and activities with the
nature theme! The May offerings for VBS helped to
purchase the craft supplies for the kids VBS packs.
Thank you!
*Service for month of June is an offering to go to
ELCA World Hunger Campaign. You can mail your
offerings to Bonnie Carlson, 12929 Twin Pines Rd.,
Osceola, NE 68651. Thanks!
*June Altar Care will be by Mary Anna circle and July
by Diana Johnson.
*Flowers this summer by Ruth

Someone was kind enough to
leave a very old Swedish Bible
and a box of old pictures at
church. They are located on a
table in the basement. Unfortunately, we don’t know who to
thank.
If you would like to go through
the pictures and can identify
any of them, that would be great. I will leave a notepad
by the pictures, if you would number the picture on the
back and then note the number and identification on
the note pad, that would be great.
If there are any pictures you would like copied, let
Linda know

*Special Thanks to Linda Fuhr for watering the plants
at church to keep them looking nice until we have regular services!!
*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on June 25 and July
23, all guidelines should be followed.
JUNE
Hostess/Dessert
Ruth – 6/10

Janelle Udey

Bible Study
Janelle

Mary Anna-6/11 Alice Jane O.

Alice Jane

Miriam - 6/12

Gloria Oquist

Diana Johnson

(Jesus said,) “My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the
world gives.” John 14:27
God’s Peace,
Cheryl
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Reaching out to our community
The council met on May 27th and
have made the decision to reopen the
church for worship services on Sunday June 7.
Attached to this newsletter, is a letter
from Kent and the council regarding
the reopening and the guidelines that will be followed.
We so look forward to worshiping together in our
sanctuary. Please know that we ask you only attend the
service if you feel healthy and/or comfortable doing so.
Social distancing and wearing of masks will be encouraged.
All meetings in June will be at the discretion of the
group. Contact your leader to see if you will be meeting

Dear friends at
Swede Home,
Thank you for your recent check—your continuous and
generous help has been so meaningful during these
“Sometime dark days” of this pandemic. Your gifts
bring Sunshine and Light to those whose struggles are
so very difficult. Thank you also to Kathy and Rodney
Jones for their personal check,
Sincerely, Pat at Genesis House

We are so thankful that Pastor David Hall has shared
with us the VBS plans he’s written this spring.
“Backyard Safari” has some fun videos to engage the
kids, along with bible stories and crafts that can be
adapted to their age and interests.
Cheryl will be delivering the plans, activities and
crafts to the families in early June for our new “VBS
at Home”! Thanks again, Pastor David!

RECIPES
This month’s recipe and story was submitted by Ben and
Jim Carlson. Thank you so much for taking the time to
contribute to this column.

Mom’s COLORED Popcorn Balls
1 cup granulated sugar
½ cup white corn syrup
¼ cup butter
Pinch of salt
Food coloring (few drops)
Popped corn
Boil sugar, corn syrup, butter and salt to a soft ball, test
(Drop a small amount of the mixture in cold water and it
should form a soft ball, approximately one minute) Add
food coloring to mixture, poor syrup mixture over the
popped corn. Let mixture set one minute. Put butter on
hands and shape balls.
Our Mom was so fun. She would
make these popcorn balls into 3
sized balls and bag them up and us
3 sons would fill our old antique
wooden weaved laundry basket and
walk around our hometown of
Murray, Nebraska (Population 300)
selling to all the residents – 3 sizes – Large were 50
cents, medium 23 cents, and small 10
cents. It was so fun to do and it would
make extra money for us boys when
we would split the money evenly
among us.
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Congratulations

Brody Ienn, a 2019 graduate of Osceola High School,
has graduated bootcamp at Great Lakes, Illinois. He is
currently stationed at Charleston, South Carolina where
he is in the nuclear propulsion program for the next
two years.
Brody’s address while at South Carolina is:

FN IENN BRODRYK
INDOC DIVISION
101 NNPTC CIRCLE
GOOSE CREEK SC 29445
We have received word that the Shelby—Rising City
schools will hold a 2020 graduation ceremony on
July 31. Elise Fjell will be a part of that graduating
class. Congratulations. Her address is:
1249 128th Rd
Stromsburg NE 68666

We will have some preprinted labels located on the
kitchen counter in the church basement, if you would
like to some to use to send mail to Brody.
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September 1952, Vance Toline was called up for the Korean Conflict, Swede
Home family helped with harvest. Thanks Cindy Toline Klein for the pictures
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Meet a Member—

Calvary Lutheran Church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
950 129th Road
Stromsburg, NE 68666
Church Phone: (402)764-5981
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com
Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com
Sister Anne Hall, Interim Minister
Every Member of the Congregation—
Ministers
Kent Adelson, Co-Council President
Dan Oquist, Co-Council President
Diana Johnson, Organist
Linda Fuhr, Secretary
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian
Council Members:
Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Dan Oquist,
Kent Adelson,
Sandra Johnston, Dan Ienn, Fran Lott
All Calvary members, Ministers

Lewellen Nielsen was born to Clarence and Betty
(Thelander) Nielsen in the Stromsburg Hospital, which
is now the Bed and Breakfast. He has two brothers
Bryce and Barry of Stromsburg, and Lance who lives in
Lincoln. They lived on a farm southwest of Stromsburg.
Lewellen was baptized at Calvary, Swede Home and
started going to Sunday School here. The family transferred their membership to Salem Lutheran in Stromsburg when he was a young age, and he was confirmed
there.
He attended elementary and high school in Stromsburg
and graduated from Stromsburg High School. After
serving in South Korea with the 8th Army peace keeping forces, he returned to Nebraska and graduated from
Southeast Community College in Milford with a degree
in Diesel technology.
Lew and Carolyn were married in 1988 and they resided
on a farm northwest of Osceola. While there, they attended St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Osceola. Lew has
three step-children, Carman, Evan and Tara and is the
proud grandfather of Elliot and Greyson.

Sister Anne Hall, contact number 308-249-3810
Pastor Brenda Pfiefly is on emergency call for Calvary, her contact number is 402-416-5434

Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Secretary at
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com or her cellphone 402-366-2091, text is preferred or leave a
voice message

Lew and Carolyn have been living in Stromsburg for
seven years and now are retired. They had transferred
to Calvary Swede Home at that time.
Lew has a strong interest in history and loves the history of Swede Home. He appreciates having a number of
family in the congregation. He started out in Swede
Home and is happy to be back.
We are happy that decision was made!
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We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration

Remember in
your prayers
Melissa Forsberg
Janice Forsberg
Denny Johnson
Linda Johnson
June Larson
·

·
·
·
·
·

·
·

Elaine Toline
Jan Wells-Bachman
All who are shut in and
need prayers and support

Genesis House
and Living Waters Rescue Mission, Blue Valley
Action, & Denver Metro Ministries
Houses for Health recipients.
Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod
staff
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congregations and members
Our ELCA Partner Synod—Pacifica Synod
Confirmands, Kelby Neujahr, Ethan Fjell,
Kylee Kohl on their Confirmation in the fall
Brody Ienn in service to our country
We pray for all fathers as we remember them on
Father’s Day, Sunday June 21
To request prayers call
Calvary: Jan Ernst 402-747-8041

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Calvary:

Calvary:

June

June
02 Amy & Drew Harris
03 Yancy & Kim Krol

06 Dennis & Betty Hinkle
10 Roxanne & Jerome
Czarnick
16 Tim and Missy
Althouse

02 Ethan Fjell
03 Gloria Oquist
05 Marj Johnson
05 Sandy Johnston
10 Talia Frank
11 Becky Willhoft Nielsen
16 June Larson
19 Jonathan Hanquist
19 Aaron Oquist
19 Erik Oquist
21 Wendy Shafenberg
21 Trent Stevens
22 Vince Krol
23 Craig Brouillette
28 Deborah Ernst
28 Abigail Jones
29 Gary Waller
30 Mike Neujahr

THANK YOU!!
Thank you to all the members who continue with their
financial support for Swede Home Church. In these trying times, we realize even more the words “to give as you
are able” God’s blessings

JUNE

If you are unable to attend services in church and
would like to continue to receive the bulletin each
week, please call Linda at 402-366-2091, and we
can continue to send it to you by mail.

Assistant Minister – Gladys Johnson
Scripture Reader – Jan Ernst
Ushers – Tom & Lynn Hofmann
Altar/Communion – Mary Anna Circle
Acolyte – Peyton Hofmann
Bell Ringer – Colby Nelson
We thank all those who agree to help with the worship service
each month. We will begin services in the church on Sunday June
7. There will be no communion the month of June

June 2020

We honor all fathers on Fathers Day

Sun

7

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11
Mary Anne
TBA

12
Miriam TBA

13

10: 30 amWorship
service no

No Men’s
bible study
this month.
Ruth TBA

communion

14

Sunday June 21—

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

10: 30 am
Worship service no communion
FLAG DAY

21
10: 30 am
Worship service no communion
FATHERS
DAY

28

Quilt Day
TBA

29

30

10: 30 amWorship
service no
communion

Osceola churches have cancelled vacation bible school
for this summer. We have not received an official word
on Stromsburg or Polk’s vacation bible school. Cheryl
will be contacting youth families with VBS to do at home

In the midst of the COVID-19, we were unable to hold our Memorial Service at the Swede
Home Cemetery, below is the litany we use at
the service and the next page lists the roll call
of veterans.

O God, the Father, Creator of all; O Christ the
Light of our nation and the glory of your people; O Holy Spirit of unity and concord,
* BE MERCIFUL UNTO US,
O Triune God of Grace,
* RECEIVE OUR PRAYER
From false and petty ideals, from limited vision
and satisfaction with present conditions, from
a feeling of indifference and apathy to important issues, from silence when it behooves
us to speak, from an unwillingness to do what
must be done for God and his people,
* DELIVER US, GOOD LORD, FOR
THE SAKE OF CHRIST OUR SAVIOR.
O God, guide us to do what is good and holy
in your sight, that we may hallow your name,
that we may seek first your Kingdom and your
righteousness, and as you give us to know your
will, so we may do it.

* WE BESEECH YOU TO
HEAR US, GOOD LORD.
That we might hold dear our precious
freedom won for us by the sweat, toil
and sacrifice of dedicated men and
women and be willing to pledge ourselves to the task of serving our nation
with the same industry, zeal and dedication.
* WE BESEECH YOU TO
HEAR US, GOOD LORD.
That we might, through just and amicable means, unite in pursuing the godly
hope of peace, goodwill toward all people.
* WE BESEECH YOU TO
HEAR US, GOOD LORD.
Gracious God we pray for our nation
and its leaders, for our President and the
people of these United States, that we
may be led in the way of righteousness
and peace and learn to live in harmony
with one another under you, the King
of Kings and lord of Lords, O Lord,
hear our prayer for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

WORLD WAR II (Continued)

Civil War
Carl Johan Hult
(monument in cemetery)

World War I
Edwin B. Anderson
Wilmer G. Anderson
Ernest Carlson
Herman Carlson
Sander Chindgren
August A. Larson
G.R. Clarence Larson
Carl O. Monson
Edward E. Oberg
Elmer Swanson
Henry Thelander
William Waldon

World war ii
Marland O. Adelson
Donald H. Anderson
Benjamin Carlson (at sea,
monument in cemetery)
Orville Carlson
Norwood Creekpaum
Joseph Fjell
Lloyd A. Fjell
Irvin A. Forss
Loyd Fredrickson
Wallace O. Garretson
Clifford M. Hadley
Ivan Hastings
Orville Jones
Ralph D Jones
Victor Krol
Kenneth Larson
Myron William Larson
Delwyn Lindholm
James Marker
Frank Martin
Theodore Nelson

Robert E. Oberg
Severt Oquist
LaVona (Anderson) Rodene
Waldo Rodene
Clifford Soll
Hollis Stromberg
Arthur W. Struempler
J. Harvey Sundberg
Elmer LeMoyne Swanson
Joseph Sward
Reuel Sward
Wesley Thelander
Kenneth Waller
Philip Waller
KOREA
LaVaughn Adelson
Creighton Anderson
R. Sterling Anderson
Basil “Bud” Carlson
Max L. Ernst
Robert M. Johnson
Ronald J. Johnson
Waldean T. Johnson
Stanley J. Oquist
Rodney Schwartz
Gerald H. Stauber
Norman Swanson
Dean M. Thelander
Vance L. Toline

BERLIN CRISIS
1961-1962
James L. Bennett

VIET NAM
Richard Allen Fredrickson
Keith W. Johnson
David Knudson
Russell Larson
Larry LeRoy Swanson
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Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love
Treasurer's Report
April
2020

Council Notes
Council met May 3. Present: Kent, Sandy, Dan
O, Dan I, Lynn, Fran. Absent: Todd. Sister Anne Hall
speaker phoned for the meeting.
·

Council identified Elise Fjell is a 2020 graduate
from Swede Home. She qualifies for a scholarship.

·

Council agreed with Sister Anne Hall’s recommendation to wait until June to resume services. Sister
Hall also provided information about the possibility of radio transmission of service using FM frequency through the summer. This would be a short
-range transmission so not to interfere with radio
station. Congregation members can listen to the
service in their car while parked at the church.

·

Council discussed Memorial Day cemetery service
being held outside.

·

Highway pickup has been postponed. Rescheduled date is dependent on approval from State
DOR.

·

Carol Joy Holling summer camps have been suspended. Confirmands will be exempt from this
requirement of attendance at camp.

·

Confirmands have been calling elderly members
and shut ins. Positive feedback has been received
regarding these calls and conversations. Additionally, feedback about Sunday service live on Facebook and in the bulletin has been positive.

·

Council did not approve Quilt ladies meeting and
practicing distancing measures. A discussion of
concern was the sanitizing procedures that would
need to follow.

·

Just a reminder that Colby has eggs for sale. He
will bring them to the church.

·

Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Beginning Balance
Offerings:
General Offering
Sunday School
Lent
Genesis House
ELCA LIRS
ELCA Mission Share
First Lutheran R.C.; March Share
Expenses:
Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee
Weebly Custom Domain-Annual Web
Fee
Cody's Computer - Contract Agreement
The Cosgrave Co. Altar candles
USPO Postage Stamps
Genesis House designated offering
OfficeNet; copier paper; office supplies
Piano Lamp from Memorial Funds
Cemetery Association

$9,792.92

50.00
375.00
100.00
5.00
1,575.00
1,223.38
9,733.38
9.24
19.95
34.99
47.32
70.00
100.00

170.72
248.00
500.00

NE Synod ELCA Mission Share

1,540.00

Backpack Program - Lent Offerings
First Lutheran R.C. April Share
Utilities:
Church
Parsonage
Salaries:
Pastor
Mileage
SECA
Portico Benefit Services
Continuing Education
Diana
LeeAnn
Linda
FICA Lay persons

1,360.00
1,506.95
825.52
364.37
1,388.78
0.00
974.03
435.83
0.00
448.54
236.64
510.69
713.16
11,504.73

Balance as of April 30, 2020:
*This page is only seen by Calvary Members

$8,021.57

Our Guiding Principles
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God,
Share God’s Love
Guiding Principles:
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior
2. All are welcome in this place.
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection.
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy
6. Mutual respect in relationships

Return Service Requested
950 Road 129th
Stromsburg, NE 68666
CALVARY Lutheran church
Nebraska Synod, ELCA
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