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CELEBRATING MINISTRY OF CALVARY   

LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Greetings in the name of our Risen Savior Jesus 
Christ! 

 I have a question for you to pon-
der today: 

 What does the word:  WORSHIP, 
mean to you?  

Why don’t you go ahead and get a piece of paper out and 
make yourself a list.  Write down everything that comes to 
mind when you hear the word:  WORSHIP 

 Ready?  Go! 

----------- 

Got it? 

 What does it say?  I’m thinking it probably includes 
things like:  singing, praying, hearing Scripture read, listening 
to a sermon, etc., etc. 

 Which is all well and good...except…These are the 
things we do in worship. These are the ways that we worship.   

 What about the ways that worship impacts you?  
What about the ’why’ of worship?   

  Why do you choose to come to worship on any given 
Sunday?  And when you do, how does it impact you?  In oth-
er words, when you leave worship, what has changed? 

 I fear that there is often a disconnect for us when it comes to 
the ‘why’ of worship.  I fear that too often, worship has be-
come just another thing to check off of our list of things to 
do.  We know it’s important so we make time for it (when we 
can…) but we’ve forgotten why it’s so important for us to do. 

In our baptisms, we each received a calling from God—we 
were infused with the Holy Spirit, which brings us gifts that 
we use in our daily callings.  Some of us were called to be 
teachers, or parents, or daycare leaders.  Some of us were 
called to be healers, or service givers in some way.  The call-
ings are endless—but they are given to us by God to be used 
in this world for God.   

  
 

Each and every day, we are living out our callings in the 
world.  And sometimes, we get tired.  And burnt out.  
And lost. And sometimes, we choose to use our gifts 
not for the world, but for ourselves. 

 And this is where worship comes in.  This is 
where what we do on Sunday plays a vital role in what 
we do on Monday, and Tuesday, and Wednesday, 
and…. 

  Worship on Sunday is what strengthens us for 
the rest of the days.  We were never meant to meet the 
world all on our own.  ‘Divide and conquer’ was never a 
strategy taught by Jesus.  Rather, we come together on 
Sunday morning so that we can hear God’s great love 
for us.  So what we can be renewed in what we’ve been 
called to do.  So that body and blood of Jesus Christ can 
be poured into us and the Holy Spirit can be awakened 
once again.  So that we might lean on God’s Word and 
on one another and be strengthened once again for the 
lives we live Monday through Saturday.   

 Worship is so very vital to our well-being.  We 
simply cannot function in our world without it. And 
that’s why we carve out time to be together in worship.  
That’s why we mark that time off on the calendar.  It’s 
why we come even when there are a gazillion other 
things we could be doing.  That’s why we come in all 
seasons of the year, Fall, Winter, Spring, and even Sum-
mer.  

 We NEED   

  

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Sarah 
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Announcements 

W.E.L.C.A. News 
The Evangelism and Outreach Team oversees 
a nonperishable food and personal care item 

collection. 

Please place items you wish to 
donate in the basket  

May donations go  to   

Genesis House—David City 

 East and West (elevator) Entries 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Take a minute to check out 
the east and west entries of 
the church. The decorating 
has made both entries 
warm and inviting. We are 
planning on having the   
pulpit chair upholstered 
and it will be place in the 
elevator entry. 

 

WELCA News 

*Service for May is offering for circles to help defray 
VBS expenses and planning for Vacation Bible School 
treats by Ruth Circle. 

* Memorial Day Coffee will be hosted by Miriam Circle. 

*Altar care for May will be by Cheryl Jones.  June will be 
by Kay Jones.   

*Flowers and Cheer for May and June will be Miriam 
Circle.  Ruth Circle is scheduled for July, August & Sep-
tember.  Please remember to water any plants. 

*Many enjoy the fellowship time following worship on 
Sunday mornings. Anyone is invited to sign up to serve 
coffee in May (before WELCA scheduling in the sum-
mer).  

*Summer Coffees will be served from June 5 through  
July 3 by Miriam Circle.  Ruth Circle will do July 24 
through August 28.  There will not be coffee on Ice 
Cream Social day (7/17), but we still need someone to 
host on 7/10. 

*Looking Ahead: The Annual Ice Cream Social is sched-
uled for Sunday, July 17 followed by the social at Mid-
west Covenant Home Assisted Living on Monday, 7/18.  
That time will be here before we know it!  Please put 
these dates on your calendars. 

May Bible Studies 

           Hostess                Bible Study 

Ruth- 5/11, 9 a.m.  Bonnie @ 4th Street Coffee House 

Miriam – 5/12, 9 a.m. Diana Johnson         Diana  

“Sometimes my plans fail, but God always gives 

me better options”  ~ Anonymous 

 

Blessings to you on Mother’s Day, Graduations and  
Memorial Day Weekend, 

Cheryl 

   

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Osceola has invited us to 
attend  World Day of 
Prayer on Thursday 
May 5th at 11:45 a.m. 
There will be a speaker 
and lunch, with a free 
will offering 
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 Monster Cookies from Ben Carlson 

Ben Carlson shares this recipe from his mother, Alice 
Carlson. He says these cookies were always a great 
treat for their birthday parties and also at Halloween 
time. When his mom would bake the full recipe she 
would form them in a huge size cookie, they were so 
big, she would tell them, “you can have only one at a 
time since there were so big”  But she would tease 
them saying that, because she would always be ready 
to give them another one! 
 

Monster Cookies – Full recipe 
2 lb. brown sugar  4 cups white sugar 
1 lb. butter   1 doz. eggs 
½ cup vanilla   18 cups oatmeal 
8 tsps. baking soda  1 lb. M&M candies 
3 lb. peanut butter  1 lb. nuts 
 
Roll into as big as cookie as you want. Bake 350 de-
grees  10-15 minutes 
 

Mini Monster cookies (1/4 recipe) 
 

1/2  lb. brown sugar  1 cup white sugar 
1/4  lb. butter   3 eggs 
2 Tablespoons vanilla  4 1/2 cups oatmeal 
2 tsp baking soda  1/4 lb. M&M candies 
3/4 lb. peanut butter  1/4 lb. walnuts 
 
Mix, roll in small balls and flatten.  Bake 350 degrees  
10-15 minutes 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 Thank You 

We had a wonderful group of ten dedicated members 
that met to package food to freeze for “Meals From 
the Heart” on April 2nd.  Thank you all so much!  We 
are in the process of finalizing a logo to use on com-
munications; letters to go with the meals; contact peo-
ple in all four communities in Polk County; letters to 
go to the ministerial groups in our area; and delivery 
teams.  If you would be interested in helping with any 
of this, please contact Cheryl Jones or Linda Fuhr.  If 
you know of someone who would enjoy a meal and 
some kindness, please let us know.  We plan to meet 
again in early June.  We welcome all to join us. Thanks! 

 

Thank you to the 20 energetic people who fought the 
strong winds to pick up litter on highway 39 on April 9 
& 10!  We enjoyed lots of stories and plenty of pizza 
and treats when finished walking the ditches.  What a 
great group working together to make a difference in 
our community!   This is done in both spring and fall. 

 

Reaching out to those around us  Recipes 

Work over, let the fun, 
food and fellowship 
begin! 

Thanks everyone 
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      Updates and Graduations    Growing in Faith 

Confirmation class for the month of May  
will be the 4th and the 11th.  

Pastor will contact the youth group members re-
garding Meeting in May and the rest of the      
summer 

We wish to congratulate Hannah Ruch as she is gradu-
ating from Lincoln East this month. Hannah will be at-
tending Doane College in Crete this Fall. 

As you know, Hannah is the daughter of  our Pastor Sarah 
and Pastor Miles.  She attends services when she can, and 
was part of the service on Good Friday.   

Blessings to you Hannah 

Sandy Johnston has  a grandson, Leo Bratt graduat-
ing from high school in San Ramon, California, June 
3rd and a granddaughter, Raina Johnston Lang gradu-
ating from high school in Madison, Wisconsin, June 
10th.   

Congratulations to Leo and Raina for their accom-
plishments. Sandy is planning on attending both fes-

———————————————————————————

—————————————————————————————————— 

Pastor Kim Belken has accepted a position with Tabitha 
Health Care Services as their Hospice Chaplin in their 
new Hospice services in Omaha.  Pastor Kim started this 
position on  April 12th.  Kim has posted she really likes 
this new calling and Tabitha. She is now in Omaha and 
likes that she is closer to her family in Des Moines.  

——————————————————————————- 

RETIREMENT PARTY 
There will be a retirement party for  Pat Lostroth, 
longtime face of Genesis House.  Many of us have had 
the pleasure of knowing Pat, thru the years as we have 
delivered Food Pantry and Christmas items to Pat to dis-
tribute to her families.  You all have met her through the 
thoughtful  thank you notes we receive for items given. If 
you would like to attend or send her a card, the address is:   
Pat Lostroth  217 5th Street, David City 68632  
The Party is at Pat’s home on June 4th from noon to 3. 

 

The Osceola Community Bible School will be held 
at St Paul Lutheran Church, Osceola NE on Mon-
day June 6 thru Friday June 10, 2022 

All children age 4 thru current 6th graders are wel-
come to attend.    

Please contact Miranda at                                   
marindarathjen@gmail.com  if you would like to 
help with the bible school or refreshments 

——————————————————————

�Thank you so very 
much 

We would like to thank our Swede Home 
Church family for thinking of us after my 
Uncle Bo passed away. Bringing a meal to 
our home was extremely generous and very 
much appreciated. We are grateful for our 
church family. God Bless!  
Thanks again! 
 
Mike, April, Kolton, and Kelby Neujahr 
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On Saturday, April 23rd the extreme fire hazards that 
have been plaguing our state came way to close to home 
as a dairy calf farm caught on fire East of Shelby. Fire 
fighters from Osceola, Shelby, Rising City, Bellwood, 
Ulysses, Brainard, Gresham  and David City battled the 
fire and high winds.      

          The Osceola Fire Department posted:  “In these un-
precedented dry and windy times we are so thankful for 
all the help we received from farmers to help control the 
field fires with tractors and disk and also with their water 
hauling capabilities.  Also to the many people that of-
fered food and water to the firefighters. It seems like no 
department from across this state have been spared of 
these larger incidents.  Damage at this operation was 
extensive and the majority of the damage was due to 
wind aided fire and extreme drought.  Please refrain 
from ALL burning.  That includes fire pits and burn  
barrels.  And discard smoking materials properly͘͟�� 

from the Rising City Department: Thank you to all the area 
departments that helped with mutual aid yesterday at the 
Calf Ranch~ Shelby, Osceola, Bellwood, David City, 
Brainard, Gresham & Ulysses.  Thank you to our fire-
fighters & the Butler County Sheriff's Department depu-
ties and dispatchers, the many people who came together 
& took over our fire house kitchen to prepare and bring 
food & drinks to keep us going (& did so numerous 
times).  Thanks to the employees at the ranch for your 
swift help.   

Thank you to all of the area farmers that offered assis-
tance from running pivots; allowing us to refill tankers 
off their well; 15 tractors and disks showed up and were 
running through the fields; many farmers offering their 
trailers, labor, and feed lots to help relocate any calves 
that needed it; four wheelers running through area fields 
to corral any loose calves; supplementing us with water 
in their nurse tanks and semis.   

There were donations of food, water, and Gatorade to 
which many we have no idea who most of it came 
from.  To all of you that offered up prayers for the  wind 
to die down & our safety. THANK YOU 

 

About 6:30 Saturday evening the Swede Home Evange-
lism and Outreach Committee and Council approved 
and organized getting food and water to the Volun-
teers.  With the help of Economy and Osceola Food 
Mart supplies were purchased quickly as it was near 
closing time for the stores.  Their staff was wonderful 
to work with.  Knowing this project need to take 
“wings” quickly, we reached out to Jane Roberts with 
her connections to the Osceola Fire Department and 
she immediately offered the help of Osceola Methodist 
Church.  A few more phone calls, and we were on our 
way to the Rising City Fire Department to assemble 
food bags that included a sandwich, cookies or candy 
bars, and a bottle of water.  In about an hour 100 bags 
were assembled and out the door to the volunteers 
working the fire area.  Food supplies for another 50 
sandwiches were left at the department to be used as 
needed.  Volunteers would be working the site through-
out the night.  

Many others in the area donated food and water 
throughout the day. We thank the E&R committee and 
council for helping us Share God’s Love— those who 
were on the assembly team were: Charles and Jane Rob-
erts and Don and Keri Graff from the Methodist 
church, Louanne Kilgore from First English Rising 
City, and from Swede Home: Randy and Fran Lott, 
Kay Jones and Don and Linda Fuhr.  It was a team ef-
fort with the Holy Spirit guiding our way. 

 

 

We thank those who live our Mission:  Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love 



Meet a Member—  Elise Fjell  
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 Pastor Sarah Ruch is our transition  minister.  This is 
her contact information:  

Text or call  402-833-8318                  
 Email:  pastorsarahruch@gmail.com   

Pastor Brenda Pfiefly is on emergency call for         
Calvary, her contact number is 402-416-5434 

 Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Secretary at      
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com                       

or text or call  402-366-2091,   

If you have not done so, follow Swede Home on our 
Facebook page.  

 Calvary Lutheran Church  
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)764-5981 
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com 

Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com 
Facebook “Swede Home” 

 
Every Member of the Congregation—Ministers 

Randy Lott,  Council Chairman 
Kent Adelson, Council Vice Chairman 

 Sandy Johnston, Council Secretary 
Diana Johnson, Organist 

Linda Fuhr, Secretary 
LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 

 
Council Members: 

Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Dan Oquist,              
Kent Adelson, Sandra Johnston, Kris Udey, Randy Lott 

 Member Elise Fjell is the daughter 
of Ryan and Jen Fjell of rural 
Stromsburg.  She has 3 brothers, 
Carter, Ethan and Eli, and Elise 
feels so blessed to have a family 
that’s very close and enjoys doing 
lots of things together.  They go to 

lots of sports events like baseball games and wres-
tling tournaments. 

She graduated from Shelby-Rising City High School 
in 2020 and is currently a student at Northeast Com-
munity College in Norfolk.  Her major is secondary 
education, and she is considering a focus in Lan-
guage Arts and Theatre.  She is excited to be partici-
pating in the theatre program at NCC which also 
coordinates with the Norfolk Community Theatre 3 
times a year.  She is currently working as crew on a 
play and the next production will feature her as an 
actor as well as on the crew.  What great opportuni-
ties for her! 

Elise will graduate from NCC with her Associates 
Degree in December 2022 and plans to transfer to 
Wayne State College to complete her Bachelor’s De-
gree. 

For fun and relaxation, Elise enjoys going to live mu-
sic shows at a place in downtown Norfolk or going 
to plays in Wayne or USD.   

Elise works at Northern Hills Daycare in Norfolk 
and loves working there.  She said, “every day is a 
new adventure with the kiddos!” 

She is really thankful to Swede Home for accepting 
her family with open arms and helping them to feel 
comfortable here.  Thank you, Elise, we are happy to 
have you and your family as part of our church    
family!  We wish you the best of luck on your college   
career. 

Ukraine Match 

Thanks to the gener-
osity of  Swede Home 
Members, we were 
able to send $2,670.00 
to Lutheran World 
Relief for their match-
ing funds for Ukraine. 

THANK YOU 

 

———————————————————————-

Your mailed copy of the newsletter and bulletin will 
arrive differently. It will be in an envelope vs folded and 
sealed.  The staple has been jamming the postal ma-
chines, tearing the copy and causing some not to be deliv-
ered. We hope this resolves the problem 



Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 
Remember in 
your prayers 

Melissa Forsberg 
Janice Forsberg 
June Larson 
Elaine Toline 
Jan Ernst             

· Genesis House and Living Waters Rescue Mis-
sion, Blue Valley Action, & Denver Metro Min-
istries 

· Houses for Health recipients. 
· Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod 

staff 
· Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congrega-

tions and members 
· Brody Ienn in service to our country 
· Council as they continue the process of church 

profile and calling a minister 
· Our leaders as they face COVID19 decisions 
· Our companion synods in Tanzania and Argen-

tina 

may 

M ay  
Assistant Minister –  Kay Jones 

Scripture Reader –   Bonnie Carlson 
Ushers –  Kilgore/Watts family 
Altar/Communion –   Cheryl 

Acolyte –  Jarret/Koleton   
Bell Ringer –   Colby Nelson   

  
 

   Jan Wells-Bachman       
Austin Hinkle                   
All who are shut in and 
need prayers and support 

We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration 

To request prayers  please email the church or call 
Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366-4797) 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

may 

 

                              THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the members who continue with their finan-
cial support for Swede Home Church. In these trying times, we 
realize even more the words “to give as you are able”  
God’s Blessing 

We extend our thoughts and prayers to Craig, 
Sarah, Megan and Jadyn Johnson in the loss of   
Craig’s father, Mardell Johnson on April 3. 

01—Rick and Kathi Jones 

05—Brady and Katrina 
Hanquist 

07– Ed and Lee Ann 
Willhoft 

19– Mark and Penny Udey 

30– Craig & Sarah Johnson 

Ϭϭ �Žď��ŝƩŵĞƌ 
Ϭϭ :ĞŶŶŝĞ�DĂŶĚŝŐŽ 
Ϭϯ dŽŵ�,ŽĨŵĂŶŶ 
Ϭϱ �ĂǀĞ�hĚĞǇ 
Ϭϴ >ĞǁĞůůĞŶ�EŝĞůƐĞŶ 
ϭϮ <ĂƌĞŶ�'ĞƐƚƌŝŶĞ 
ϭϮ �ŚĞƌǇů�:ŽŶĞƐ 
ϭϱ dǇ�dǁĂƌůŝŶŐ 
ϭϲ dĂŵŵǇ�:ŽŶĞƐ 
ϭϲ ^ƚĞǀĞ�KƋƵŝƐƚ 
Ϯϲ 'ƌĞŐ��ŝƩŵĞƌ 
Ϯϳ <ƌǇƐƚĂů��ĞƌŐŐƌĞŶ 
Ϯϴ <ŝƚ�tĂůůĞƌ 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

MAY 2022 

9:00 am       
Memorial Day 
Service,    
Coffee      
following 

10:30 am    
Worship with 
communion 

10:30 am          
Worship  

10:30 am Worship 
with communion 

10:30 Worship 

10:30     
Worship 

9 am—Ruth 
Circle at    
Gathering 
Grounds           
6pm confirmation 

7pm men’s bible 
study 

9 am Miriam 
Circle at 
Diana     
Johnsons 

6pm         
Confirmation 

World Day of 
Prayer at St 
Paul Osceola. 
11:45am lunch 

Ice Cream 
Social Com-
mittee    
meeting 3pm 
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Council Notes 

Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love  

*This page is only seen by Calvary Members 

 

 

    

Present at the April 10, 2022 church council were 
Randy Lott, Kent Adelson, Todd Hanquist, Sandy 
Johnston, Kris Udey, Lynn Hofmann, and Pastor    
Sarah. 

The furnishings and decorating of the elevator entrance 
is complete. Jean Waller and Linda Fuhr made the area 
welcoming and comfortable. Check it out if you haven’t 
seen it yet.  

After a second inspection by the insurance adjuster we 
will begin the next steps in the repair of extensive water 
damage to the parsonage. 

The first $1,000 of the Lorray Smith Estate fund tithe 
was designated to the Back Pack Program. The second 
distribution of $1,000 is going to the Camp Carol Joy 
Holling camperships fund. The total tithe is $12,000. 
The remaining funds are being invested in Thrivent 
mutual funds. 

We note the transfer of Ty and Erica Twarling and   
children Ella, Brileigh and Trindon memberships to 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka. 

 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer  

  

Treasurer's Report 
     March 
     2022 
Beginning Balance   $15,269.59 
Offerings:     
 General Offering   6,801.00 
 Midwest Covenant Home matching challenge 400.00 
 Lent - Backpack Program  1,591.00 
 Eastern Europe Crisis Response  950.00 
 ELCA LIRS    5.00 
 ELCA Mission Share   350.00 
 First Lutheran for February Share 2,120.44 
     12,217.44 
Expenses:     
 Worship Supplies   6.83 
 Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee & TC % Fee 9.69 
 Economy - kitchen supplies  10.27 
 Youth Group supplies  34.10 
 Cody's Computer - Contract Agreement 34.99 
 Eakes Office Solutions; copier paper 104.90 
 Weebly - Church Website  144.00 
 Postage Expense   225.20 
 Caldwell Piano Service - tuning x two 290.00 
 NE Synod ELCA Mission Share  1,560.00 
 First English RC March Share  2,195.89 
Utilities:     
 Church    2,705.27 
 Parsonage   720.49 
Salaries:     
 Pastor    2,163.20 
 Portico Benefit Services  1,072.87 
 Commuting Allowance  366.91 
 SECA    215.14 
 Mileage    92.90 
 Cell Phone Allowance  32.50 
 Synod Assembly Registration  134.55 
 Diana    476.24 
 LeeAnn    241.50 
 Linda    355.36 
 Synod Assembly Registration; Delegates 414.00 
     13,606.80 
Balance as of March 31, 2022:  $13,880.23 
Designated $$ Transferred to Applicable SAV Acct: 
 Thrivent Choice    $        26.00 

Thanks to Deb Hanquist and her faithful crew of Vol-
unteers, we once again were able to pack the Back Pack 
bags for the month of April, to be distributed to the 
county schools, for weekend meals to those who need 
a little extra help. 

The group met twice, on April 4th and 18th to pack 
the bags. Thanks to willing and helpful hands, the    
assembly line packaging goes quickly. Thanks to the 
volunteers to take the extra step of delivering to the 
county schools.  

A special  thanks to Salem Lutheran for providing the 
work and storage space, and for having everything so 
organized. God’s Work, Our Hands indeed 



Our Guiding Principles  
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God, 

Share God’s Love 
 

Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 
2. All are welcome in this place. 
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality 
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection. 
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy 
6. Mutual respect in relationships 

 950 Road 129th 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

CALVARY Lutheran church   
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
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Return Service Requested 


