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In Jeremiah 18, God tells Jeremiah to go 
down to the potter’s house and observe 
his work. When he arrives, the potter is 
sitting at his wheel, forming a vessel with 
care. But soon his creation becomes 

weak, wobbles, and falls apart in his hands. The potter 
doesn’t gather up the clay and throw it away though; he 
gathers it up and begins again. And God says to Jeremi-
ah, “Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so you are in 
my hand.” (Jeremiah 18:6 NIV)   

In our lives, there are countless times when we 
are molded and reformed. Sometimes we welcome these 
moments and others…it’s less than appreciated. When 
previous ideas or opinions we’ve held are reevaluated, 
when it’s time for a job or a position we hold to change, 
or when our experiences lead us in a new direction.  

We are God’s creations. This in itself is good 
news! But what’s even more exciting is that God’s crea-
tive work doesn’t end at our birth. God’s creative work 
within us lasts a lifetime. Our lives are reformed as piec-
es of our past are let go of and as new things are added. 
I know I, for one, am so very grateful for this!   

One of the ways God works creatively within us 
is through continued growth as people of faith. Reading 
and hearing the Word of God in Scripture strengthens 
our relationship with God and opens us to God’s work 
within us and the world.  
This month we will begin new studies and opportunities 
for reading and hearing Scripture here at Calvary. On 
Wednesdays at 10am we will gather for one such oppor-
tunity and study together what it means to be a Luther-
an Child of God today. So much has changed in our 
world this past year, this will be a time to ground our-
selves in faith and hear how and what God is speaking 
to us in this time. We’ll use Daniel Erlander’s short 
book, “Baptized We Live” to help us through these con-
versations.  

If you plan on joining this study, please let 
us know by signing up in the entryway or sending a 
note to Linda or myself so that we can prepare 
enough books for everyone. We’ll begin on 
Wednesday, September 8th. 

If that time doesn’t work for you, or isn’t 
quite what you’re looking for, you are invited to join 
a second study that will be held entirely as a Face-
book Group. If you’ve never joined a Facebook 
group before, no worries! I’ll do my best to make it 
as simple as possible, and tutoring sessions are al-
ways available! I’ll post a video at the beginning of 
the week and ask discussion questions a few times a 
week for you to respond to. We’ll also try to have a 
time when we will zoom together off and on so we 
also get to have some conversation. This is a low-
key group that you’ll be able to pop into for as 
much time as you’d like or as much time as you 
have. If you’d like to be a part of this study, please 
sign up in the entryway or send me a note so that I 
can get you added to the group. We’ll be working 
through the book, “Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 
Practices in Everyday Life” by Tish Harrison War-
ren.  We’ll begin our group study on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12th.  

I’m excited to dig into faith with you, and I 
hope that you will take one of these opportunities 
to grow in your faith. We’re often tempted to think 
that our time of “faith learning” ends when we fin-
ish up our Sunday School years or when we’re Con-
firmed; but God’s creative work within us doesn’t 
have a graduation date. We are continually being 
formed, even until the day we join God in eternal 
life. See you soon on Wednesday mornings or via 
Facebook!  
In the Potter’s Peace, Pastor Sarah  
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Announcements 

W.E.L.C.A. News 
The Evangelism and 
Outreach Team over-
sees a nonperishable 

food and personal 
care item collection. 

 Items will be        
delivered  after     
September 25 

Please place items you wish to donate in the 
basket September items  go  to   

Genesis House—David City 

HIGHWAY PICK-UP 

 

Our fall event for “Our Work 
– God’s Hands” will be the 
highway pickup on Sunday, 
September 26 beginning at 
4:00 p.m.  Rain date sched-

uled for October 17.  We will meet at Monty & Cheryl 
Jones’ home (13088 J Rd. on highway 39) at 4, then 
split into teams and walk the first two miles ditches of 
highway 39.  Following the pick up, you’re invited to 
stay for soup and fellowship.  (It’s helpful to bring 
along gloves to wear.) 

We especially invite our youth and parents to come out 
and help. The confirmation kids were such a big help 
last spring. 

 

WELCA News 

*Thanks to circles for furnishing coffee after worship 
this summer!  We’ll be looking for individuals to serve 
throughout the school year beginning in September. 

*Thanks to members of Ruth Circle for kitchen cleaning 
the night of their August meeting! 

*Service for month of September is an offering for Co-
lumbus Women’s Shelter 

*Altar care for September will be Gloria Oquist.  Octo-
ber will be Jean Waller. 

*Flowers in September & October will be by Mary Anna 
circle. Thank you for watering any plants also. 

*Quilting fun and fellowship will be on September 23.  
Please join us.  

*Cheer for months of Sept., Oct., Nov. & Dec. is Miri-
am Circle. 

* Highway pick up is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 26 
with rain date 10/17.  We will meet at Monty & Cheryl 
Jones’ at 4:00 p.m. and we’ll have soup and fellowship 
afterwards.   

SEPTEMBER 

 

  Hostess/Dessert Bible Study 

Ruth – 9/8        Deb Cramer  Deb Cramer 

 

Miriam – 9/10        Diana Johnson Diana 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time  

for every matter under heaven.” 

~  Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Cheryl 



 Page 3 ...In sacred places… 

    Addresses                    RECIPES  

 College students are moved in and we have some 
current addresses for them.  Texting and social media 
seems the way most students communicate, but the 
written note is always appreciated.  Here are the     
addresses we have: 

BRODRYK IENN 
1150 MASON POND PLACE 
APT 110 
LADSON SC 29456 
 
CEAGEN WATTS 
HASTINGS COLLEGE 
BOX # 357 
710 NORTH TURNER AVENUE 
HASTINGS NE 68901 
 
MEGAN JOHNSON 
1818 W 24TH ST UNIT M 
KEARNEY NE 68845 
 
ELISE FJELL 
1301 E GROVE AVE 
APT D-2 
NORFOLK NE 68701 
 
JAYDN JOHNSON 
CTW 220 B 
1014 W 29TH ST 
KEARNEY NE 68845-3373 
 

This month’s recipe comes from Diana Johnston. She 
writes that there is no story to this recipe.  She found it 
recently and it is a delicious way to eat cauliflower, 
which is bland to her taste. Surprisingly, oil doesn’t 
seem to penetrate the vegetable.  
She makes a sauce combining sour cream and chili sauce 
for dipping. Yumm! 

Cauliflower Fritters 
 
1 head cauliflower, cut into generous bite-size pieces 
1 tsp. salt 
1 garlic clove 
1 tbsp vinegar 
1 cup flour 
1/2 tsp black pepper 
1 tsp paprika 
1 tsp garlic powder 
1 tbsp chopped parsley 
1 egg 
1/2 - 1 cup milk 
 
Put cauliflower pieces in saucepan and cover with water. 
Add salt, garlic clove and vinegar. Boil gently 10-15 
minutes until just fork tender (not mushy). Drain and 
cool to touch. 
Meanwhile prepare in medium bowl remaining ingredi-
ents until batter is thick.                                              

Dip cauliflower pieces in 
batter, letting excess 
drip off and fry until 
dark brown in skillet 
using a  generous 
amount of oil. 

YUMMY!!! 
 
 



Page 4 ...In sacred places… 

      UPCOMING EVENT  Growing in Faith 

 
 

Members of the Swede Home congregation have re-
ceived an invitation to the wedding   reception for the 
celebration of marriage to Ryleigh Ienn and her future 
husband, Ryland. Ryleigh is the daughter of Dan and 
Fawn Ienn and granddaughter of Bonnie and Jim Carl-
son. 

The reception will be on the 2nd of October, 2021 be-
ginning at 5:30 pm at the Event Center in Hordville.  
Please RSVP by September 15th by text to Ryleigh at 
402-594-1203. 

We keep them in our prayers as they unite in marriage. 

Sign up sheets are available on the 
table in the front entry for two   
opportunities for Bible Study. On 
Wednesday, September 8 we will 
start a Bible study at church at 
10:00 am using the short book, 
“Baptized We Live”  you may con-

tact Linda or Pastor to Sign up.                                 

If that doesn’t fit your schedule, 
we will be offering a Facebook 
group study beginning Sunday, 
September 12. Pastor has more 
details in her article. Please sign 
up or let Pastor or Linda know 
if you are interested. Our con-
tact information is elsewhere in 
the newsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 5th we will celebrate Holy Baptism 
as Clay and Kiley Nielsen will present their daughter, 
Oliva Ann Nielsen for baptism. Oliva was born on June 
28th, 2021.  Please welcome Oliva to our faith family. 

 

 

Confirmation will be on Wednesday evening from 
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm  This will be open to any of our 
middle/high school students who want to attend to 
learn more about our faith 

Please keep this class in your prayers as they contin-
ue  their instruction in faith 

Sunday School will have a new look this year. We will 
meet once a month on Sunday afternoon, beginning 
September 19 at 3 PM. All Middle and High School 
students are invited to meet for fun activities and faith 
talk. 

The first meeting is important to set the schedule for 
the remainder of the year. There will be planning and 
“God at the Movies” with popcorn. Feel free to bring 
a friend or two along. 
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  Thank you  Views of Swede Home from on HIGH 

  

We have the greatest property committee and we thank 
them for all they do—especially when it is ABOVE 
(literally) and beyond the call of duty. 

The beauty of Swede Home includes very high, vaulted 
ceilings—which means light fixtures are out of reach. 
When bulbs or repair were needed—the committee got 
it done –with the help of a 16 ft ladder and some crea-
tivity!  

This is Kent with pews rearranged to accommodate the 
ladder and work on the light fixtures. THANK YOU 
SO MUCH.  

 

Dear Swede Home Friends: 

Thanks to my family for serving coffee and cookies after 
church and to my church family and friends for helping 
me celebrate my 97th Birthday.  Also thank you for all 
the beautiful cards I received.  They bring a smile to my 
face as I read and re-read them. 

God Bless you All 

LaVerne Stevens 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you for 
your wonderful 
gifts to Genesis 
House this sum-
mer. Your        
collection of “Fun in the Sun” items were so special, 
and were given to our families who received swim   
passes for our local pool. Nine children were able to 
enjoy healthy and “cool” time there. Thank you for all 
the good food, the drinks, canned and dry foods. Your 
choices are always the best! 

Thank you for the $100 check in May. We are busy—I 
got behind in sending thank you’s!!!!  Look forward to 
your next visit!  
Sincerely,  

Pat and Nicole 

 



Meet a Member—  
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We  have Pastor Sarah Ruch as our transition  
minister.  This is her contact information:  

Text or call  402-833-8318  
 Email:  pastorsarahruch@gmail.com 
  

Pastor Brenda Pfiefly is on emergency call for  
Calvary, her contact number is 402-416-5434 

 Please contact Linda Fuhr, Church Secretary at 
calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com or text or 
call  402-366-2091,   

 

 Calvary Lutheran Church  
Nebraska Synod, ELCA 

950 129th Road 
Stromsburg, NE 68666 

Church Phone: (402)764-5981 
www.calvaryswedehomechurch.com 

Email calvaryswedehomechurch@gmail.com 
 

Every Member of the Congregation—
Ministers 

Kent Adelson, Co-Council President 
Dan Oquist, Co-Council President 

Diana Johnson, Organist 
Linda Fuhr, Secretary 

LeeAnn Willhoft, Custodian 
 

Council Members: 
Todd Hanquist, Lynn Hofmann, Dan Oquist, 

Kent Adelson, 
Sandra Johnston, Dan Ienn, Fran Lott� 

All Calvary members, Ministers 

Hi, I’m Sandy Johnston. I grew up on the 
farm three miles southwest of Swede 
Home with my parents, Gustav and Mar-
ian Peterson. My sister Janis Bond lives 
in Fremont, Rod lives near Fort Worth, 
Texas, and Allen lives on the family farm. 
We all attended country school and grad-

uated from Stromsburg High School. Growing up 
church, family and community were central.  I have 
happy memories of Vacation Bible School, Junior Mis-
sion Band and treats at the Swede Home Store. 

After graduating from college in Minnesota I worked 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, then moved to Washington 
DC, got married and had Mark and Laura. We moved 
to Chicago and adopted Susan, then moved to St. 
Paul, Minnesota and adopted Peter. We settled in Eau 
Claire Wisconsin and set up a printing business. After 
all four kids had finished college I moved into my par-
ents’ old house in Stromsburg. Mark is an area super-
visor for McDonalds in southwest Wisconsin, Laura 
and her husband Shawn live near San Francisco, Cali-
fornia with their children. Leo, Anaïs, Nic and Dylan 
are all in high school this year. Susan is a Muscle Ther-
apist, has been staying with me during the pandemic 
and is anxious to get back to her profession, Peter and 
his three children, Raina, Judah, and Kylee live in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

I was the accountant at Annie Jeffrey Health Center 
until I retired. Now I prepare taxes at H&R Block in 
York during tax season to support my travel urges. My 
hobbies are sewing, mostly quilts now, politics, and 
road trips, mainly to spend time with my kids and 
grandkids. I keep my passport handy in case an oppor-
tunity for foreign travel presents itself. 

My church growing up, was the place to be with my 
friends: Carolyn Jones, Jeannine Heckman, Keith 
Johnson, Genon Stoll and Marlene Fjell; Sunday 
school, Junior Choir, Luther League were meeting 
times. The church continued to help me through many 
moves as a young mother with Circle, Sunday school 
teaching and youth groups. Now Calvary Swede Home 
provides the faith and social structural that keeps me 
on track with my life. (Editor’s note: Sandy is the one with 
the magic fingers to put the worship bulletin together for each 
Sunday and special services. I am eternally grateful) 



Anniversaries 
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Birthdays 
Remember in 
your prayers 

Melissa Forsberg 
Janice Forsberg 
Denny Johnson 
June Larson 
Elaine Toline 

· Genesis House 
and Living Waters Rescue Mission, Blue Valley 
Action, & Denver Metro Ministries 

· Houses for Health recipients. 
· Bishop Brian Maas and the Nebraska Synod 

staff 
· Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and all ELCA congrega-

tions and members 
· Brody Ienn in service to our country 
· Council as they continue the process of church 

profile and calling a minister 
· Our leaders as they face COVID19 decisions 
· Our companion synods in Tanzania and Argen-

tina 

September 

S e p t e m b e r  
Assistant Minister –  Carolyn Nielsen 
Scripture Reader –   Sandy Johnston 
Ushers – Layne and Deb Hanquist 
Altar/Communion – Gloria Oquist 

Acolyte –  Shyenne Kohl 
Bell Ringer –      Colby Nelson 

We thank all those who agree to help with the worship service 
each month.  

   Jan Wells-Bachman 
George Belken . 

All who are shut in and 
need prayers and support 

We Reach to all our faith family in prayer and celebration 

To request prayers  please email the church or call 
Linda (402-366-2091) or Cheryl (402-366-4797) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the members who continue with their financial 
support for Swede Home Church. In 

these trying times, we realize even more 
the words “to give as you are able”  

God’s Blessings 

September 

 

Ϭϭ :ŽƐŚ�DĐ�ĂƌǀŝůůĞ 
Ϭϯ WŝǇƉĞƌ��ĞƌŐŐƌĞŶ 
Ϭϳ DĂďĞů�,ŝŶŬůĞ 
Ϭϳ �ŵĂŶĚĂ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ 
ϭϮ <ĞůƐĞǇ��ŝƩŵĞƌ 
ϭϯ ^ĐŽƩ�tĂůŐƌĞŶ 
ϭϱ <Ğƌƌŝ�<ůĞŝŶ 
ϭϳ <ŽůĞƚŽŶ�hĚĞǇ 
ϭϵ ^ŚĞůůǇ�'ůĂƩĞƌ 
ϮϬ :ŝŵ��ĂƌůƐŽŶ 
Ϯϭ :ĂĐŬŝĞ�tĂůŐƌĞŶ 
ϮϮ WĞŶŶǇ�hĚĞǇ 
ϮϮ �ůĂƌŬ�zƵŶŐĚĂŚů 
Ϯϯ >ŽƌĞĞ��ĚĞůƐŽŶ 
Ϯϵ ZŽŶ�:ŽŚŶƐŽŶ 
ϯϬ <ĂŝůŝĞ�DĐ�ĂƌǀŝůůĞ 
ϯϬ ,ĞŝĚŝ�^ŵŝƚŚ 

08 Paul & Deborah Ernst    
12 Becky (Willhoft) &                  
Brandon Nielsen                
18 Jessica & Dustin Noble   
22 Steve & Kris Udey          
25 Jim and Bonnie Carlson  
25 Dennis & Marj Johnson 
26 Mickey & Krystal    
Berggren 

 Because of the increases 
in the Covid-19 cases in 
the area due to the Del-
ta variant we are in-
creasing the precautions 

for masks and social distance. While the vaccine 
protects from serious illness and death it is possible 
to get infected with the Delta variant, have no 
symptoms and still pass it on to those not able to 
be vaccinated. We highly suggest that masks are 
worn whether or not you are vaccinated and we 
will mark off every other pew for social distancing. 
Currently the wearing of masks is not mandatory. 
We want to keep those who worship with us safe. 
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   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
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19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

September 2021 

10:30 am     
Worship 
with     
Communion 

10:30 am    
Worship with 
Communion    
3 pm youth 
group 

10:30 am     
Worship 

10:30 am    
Worship 

4pm high-
way pickup 

6:30 Confirmation   
7 pm Men’s Bible 
Study                     
7 pm Ruth Circle 
Deb Cramer 

 10am Bible Study 

9 am         
Quilt Day 

9 am          
Miriam  Circle 
@ Diana 
Johnson 

6:30 pm   
Confirmation 

6:30   pm           
Confirmation 

10 am bible study 

 6:30    pm      
Confirmation 

10 am Bible 
Study 

6:30  pm    
Confirmation  

10 am Bible 
Study 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We received an interesting email from Henry Nordling Eakland, a great-grandson of one of the early pastors at Swede Home, Pastor 
Jonas E. Nordling. We have contact information, if anyone is interested in corresponding with him.  He included a very informative 
article on Pastor Jonas Nordling.  It is lengthy, but I would like to include it for you all to read.  It is quite a reflection on the ways of 
the world and area during the founding of our church.   The first installment was in the August 2021 newsletter.  

 Jonas Nordling (September 2021 newsletter) 

In 1870, barely 17 years of ag, he came to America, worked in a factory in Chicago and later in Davenport, Iowa. Of 
his relationship to God at this time, this write has no knowledge. But to judge of a remark which he had once made 
about Chicago that he thanked God that he came away from there in time “otherwise he might well have been 
hanged” – such a drastic utterance – his spiritual life may have been less well arranged during his residence there. 
Memories from his childhood home and pious forbears and the power of God’s word turned him back to the God of 
his childhood to the end that, although only 20 years of age, he enrolled as a student at the synodical school in Pax-
ton, Illinois. No one but a Christian could feel at home there for long. But Jonas Nordling held out for seven years, 
passed all grades and was ordained at a synodical meeting in Des Moines, Iowa on June 20, 1880. Directly thereafter 
he was joined in wedlock with Miss Ada Josephine Johnson. In her he received a noble, true and faithful mate who 
stood steadfastly by his side until his death their marriage was blessed with eleven children of which ten are living as 
of 1912. 

Immediately after ordination, Pastor Nordling, having been called, went directly to the Swede Home congregation in 
Polk County, Nebraska. It was a large field, had not had much service at that time, and was surrounded by all kinds of 
religious sects. The church was small, unassuming, and defective and was in no way equal to the need of so large a 
field. The parsonage was in the same style as the church and consisted of a pair of very small rooms. With that begin-
ning the pastor and his young wife were satisfied the first years. During 1882 they were fortunate enough to begin 
building the beautiful and spacious church wherein the congregation later conducted their serviced and continued 
until the fall of 1908 to break bread of life for his quite large congregation. Here now might be the place to say some-
thing about Nordling as a preacher. In the first years of his ministry there seemed to be little system or logic to his 
preaching. His sentences seemed monotonous and fragmentary. Sometime his presentations seemed somewhat one-
side. At the same time, his burning zeal for the soul’s welfare mad him a true soul winner. He preached law and pun-
ishment as well as salvation and trust. Therefore, his sermons were as well liked the first year as they were later. His 
style contributed an original and often direct and pointed presentation. If anyone was offended, he thanked God for 
he knew then that he had not preached in vain. He had at least succeeded in breaking through the shell of guilt. And, 
of course he was right. A well-rounded sermon which offends no one bears nut much fruit. Later on, Nordling be-
came more and more a master of form and could use system and logic as well as anyone if he so wished. 

The religious free thinkers were very angry over Nordling’s popularity and great loyalty given him and the influence 
he had. It seemed as if they wished to undermine, undo, or spoil his work. They had plenty of preachers and he stood 
along in the large territory. As long as he was able to travel to outlying areas where these detractors attached his flock 
the worst, he could hold them together. But that great and strenuous labor together with worry broke his health and 
it looked several times as if already he would end his days. So, others must hurry to help him  

At the time a large reformation festival was held at Swede Home. One of the speakers discussed 
“Svarmeanderna” (Fanatic) during the reformation period and had occasion to show how “history repeats itself” even 
in that particular time. Some Salvation Army girls sat there in the pews also. When it became too hot for them, they 
cried out quite loudly “Lord God, how he lies” Lord save his soul.”  (Continued on page 10) 

 

 



Svarmeanderna – that was evidently something they had not expected but considered it merely a manner of speaking. 
Later on, the “Svarmeanderna” swarmed out and Pastor Nordling had more peace. (Original editor notes there is a 
line that he is unable to translate) He attempted the same for all the large territory as for the center. It followed that a 
wreath of sects sprang up around him. The outflow to these was “nog icke for hans forsamling.” 

To describe Nordling’s clean human side is not easy. He did not carry his heart on his tongue. He could keep silent 
and go his own way if he thought It best. Also, he could be open hearted with those he relied or depended on. 
Among strangers he was specious and careful. His prudence and wisdom netted the school in Wahoo several acres of 
land and some donations in connection. A smart “Englishman” or whatever he was, showed up and arranged for an 
American woman to give the school some property. He succeeded in impressing her with the school’s great need. 
Nordling required greater guarantees than what was given and ridiculed him for his oversight, but he did not give in, 
thereby saving most of the donation. Nordling suspected some dishonesty in the man. This proved to be the case as 
afterward they found out that most of the property was being deeded to himself with only a small part to the school. 
He did not succeed in his plan and was forced by Nordling’s insistence to give back the remainder. The main in ques-
tion secretly several years later, after several other shady deals, left the area and died somewhere on the West coast.  

Nordling was quick thinking and “forslagen.” From his student days it is told how he alone saved his class from em-
barrassment over a lesson for which no one was prepared, by asking the pious professor why it was a sin to bake pie 
on Sunday. He was ingenious at thinking up subjects for discussion when unprepared in order to use up class time so 
the assignment would not be discussed until the next time. As a pastor he had at one time a young lady at his table 
who considered herself a judge of what was right by whether or not it was mentioned in the Bible. They were just 
passing the rice pudding. Nordling answered, “It doesn’t say in the Bible whether or not we should eat rice pudding.” 

 

 

Final installment will be printed in the October Newsletter 
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Council Notes 

Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love  

*This page is only seen by Calvary Members 

 

 

Treasurer's Report 
     July 
     2021 
Beginning Balance   $15,610.30 
Offerings:     
 General Offering   6,992.00 
 Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services 5.00 
 ELCA Mission Share   300.00 
 First English Rising City; June Share 1,403.82 
     8,700.82 
Expenses:      
 Economy; coffee supplies  4.62 
 Vanco eCheck Monthly Fee  10.56 
 Safe Deposit Box   16.00 
 Cody's Computer Maintenance Plan 34.99 
 USPO; postage   60.00 
 Office Net; copier Base Contract & usage 139.49 
 CCLI Copyright Renewal - Size A  142.00 
 Mowing & Trim Work  296.00 
 Kevin & Heidi Cheng   600.00 
 Dave Scott; West Tower brick repair 2,000.00 
 First Lutheran R.C. July Share  1,581.74 
 NE Synod ELCA Mission Share  1,560.00 
Utilities:     
 Church    307.47 
 Parsonage   129.84 
Salaries:     
 Pastor Sarah Ruch   1,283.83 
 Portico Benefits   796.15 
 Commuting Allowance  366.91 
 SECA    127.68 
 Mileage    106.44 
 Cell Phone Allowance  32.50 
 Reimbursed Expense   22.75 
 Supply; Pastor Ted Carnahan  201.21 
 Diana    476.24 
 LeeAnn    241.50 
 Linda    363.17 
 Withholding Tax; 2nd Quarter-Lay Persons 558.64 
     11,459.73 
Balance as of July  31, 2021:  $12,851.39 

Church council met August 1, 2021 following wor-
ship. Present was Kent, Todd, Dan I, Fran, Lynn, Sandy, 
Pastor Sarah.  

The transitional ministry contract with Pastor Sarah 
Ruch through January 31, 2022 was finalized. 

Kent and Dan Oquist changed light bulbs in the  
ceiling lights in the nave. They purchased a 16 foot step-
ladder to do this safely. 

Because of the increases in the Covid-19 cases in the 
area due to the Delta variant we are increasing the pre-
cautions for masks and social distance. While the vaccine 
protects from serious illness and death it is possible to 
get infected with the Delta variant, have no symptoms 
and still pass it on to those not able to be vaccinated. We 
highly suggest that masks are worn whether or not you 
are vaccinated and we will mark off every other pew for 
social distancing. We want to keep those who worship 
with us safe. 

The Immanuel Vision Foundation has grants availa-
ble for new ministries for up to $10,000. Applications are 
due September 30, 2021. Only new ministries will be  
considered but can be for new programs for organiza-
tions we currently support. We will research opportuni-
ties to be presented at the September council meeting for 
a decision.  

Confirmation Sunday will be All Saints Sunday, No-
vember 7, 2021.  

Highway Cleanup is September 26th with rain date 
October 17th.  

Looking at the different options for Sunday school 
this fall. 

A request was received from Pastor Bud Christenson, 
Synod Prison Ministry to help purchase the food for the 
Freed for LIFE dinner which is their main fundraiser for 
the program. We have supported the prison ministry. We 
will put a basket in the back of the church for donations. 

Council meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Next meeting is September 5, 2021, following church 
service.  

 



Our Guiding Principles  
Mission Statement: Know God, Love God, 

Share God’s Love 
 

Guiding Principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 
2. All are welcome in this place. 
3. Serving in love with generosity and hospitality 
4. Provide an atmosphere for spiritual growth and reflection. 
5. Teaching and sharing God’s Word with joy 
6. Mutual respect in relationships 
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