CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH OF SWEDE HOME
Know God, Love God, Share God’s Love

April §, 2020
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
Holy Communion
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Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated
servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves
afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow
with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical
promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin
this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding
work.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Following the recommendations of our government and church leaders to keep our vulnerable
neigh- bors safe during the current Covid 19 virus outbreak we, along with our sister congre-
gations in Rising City, Stromsburg and Osceola are canceling Sunday worship for the time
being. To continue to provide the comfort of God’s word we are making each Sunday’s bulle-
tins available to our congregation at this difficult time.

As time goes on, we will continue to reach out to the needs of others. If you have any ideas or
sugges- tions, or anyone you want included that may appreciate a call, please respond to the
church email or call the church office 402-764-5981. You will receive a recording at the of-
fice, please leave a message. You may also call Linda Fuhr, at her cell 402-366-2091. You
may also contact Sister Anne and church council members:

Sister Anne 308-249-3810 Lynn Hofmann 402-366-1765
Kent Adelson 402-362-9107 Fran Lott 402-710-0756
Dan Oquist 402-366-8157 Sandy Johnston 402-881-7197

Todd Hanquist 402-764-0078 Daniel Ienn 402-710-0673



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ACCLAMATION

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:

The holy gospel according to Matthew 21:1-11
Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel of the Lord.

"When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, “saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her untie them and bring them to me. “If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them And he will send them immediately." “This took place
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

%The disciples went and did as Jesus had dlrected them; "they brought the donkey and the colt, and
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. *A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. "The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

""When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, askmg, "Who is this?" ''The crowds
were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

Glory to you, O Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PROCESSION

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on
our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a

“The Lord Gobp has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
~ to listen as those who are taught.
“The Lord Gop has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
°I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.



'The Lord Gop helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced,
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
“he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
"It is the Lord Gop who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 31:9-16

"Have mercy on me, O Lorp, for I | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly.
""For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed.
"'T am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
"Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot.
“For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
"“But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD.
I have said, “You | are my God.
"My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”
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SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
“he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
’Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
"so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Matthew 26:14--27:66

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord. )
“One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests "“and said, “What
will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. '°And from that
moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

""On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you
want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” '"He said, “Go into the city to a
certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your
house with my disciples.”” '’So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared
the Passover meal.

“"When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; *'and while they were eating, he
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” *’And they became greatly distressed and be-
gan to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” “'He answered, “The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. **The Son of Man goes as it is written of
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that
one not to have been born.” ““Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied,
“You have said so.”

“*While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27"l,“hen he took a cup, and after giving thanks
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; “*for this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. *’I tell you, I will never again drink of
this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”

““When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

*'Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is
written,
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
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*’But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” *Peter said to him, “Though all be-
come deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” **Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this
very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” *“Peter said to him, “Even
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples.

**Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit
here while I go over there and pray.” *'He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and
began to be grieved and agitated. ”SThen he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; re-
main here, and stay awake with me.” *’And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground
and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what
you want.” “"Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So,
could you not stay awake with me one hour? *'Stay awake and pray that you may not come into
the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” "*Again he went away for the
second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”

*’ Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. *'So leaving them again, he
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. “"Then he came to the disciples
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. “°Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at
hand.”

“"While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. ““Now the betrayer had
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” *’At once he came up to
Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. "Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are
here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. *' Suddenly, one of those
with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his
ear. “Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will
perish by the sword. ""Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me
more than twelve legions of angels? “‘But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it
must happen in this way?” *”At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching,
and you did not arrest me. *But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may
be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

Sing verses 1 & 2 “My Song of Love Unknown”

*’Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes
and the elders had gathered. **But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of
the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. *"Now
the chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they
might put him to death, “’but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last
two came forward °'and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to
build it in three days.”” (’2lee high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that
they testify against you?”” “’But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, “I put you under
oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” “Jesus said to him,
“You have said so. But I tell you,

From now on you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of Power

and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need wit-
nesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. “*What is your verdict?” They answered, “He de-
serves death.” 'Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, “’saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”

65

*’Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You al-
so were with Jesus the Galilean.” ""But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know
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what you are talking about.” "'When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she
said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” ” Again he denied it with an oath, “I do
not know the man.” " After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are
also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” "“Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do
not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. “Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:
“Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.””

'When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against
Jesus in order to bring about his death. “They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate
the governor.

“When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. ‘He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent
blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” "Throwing down the pieces of silver in
the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. “But the chief priests, taking the pieces of
silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money.” ’After confer-
ring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. ‘For this reason that
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. "Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through
the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the Price of the one on whom a price
had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, '’and they gave them for the pot-
ter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”

""Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” "“But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not
answer. " Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?”
"“But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

"Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. '°At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. ''So after they
had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus
who is called the Messiah?” '“For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over.
"“While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” “"Now the chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. *' The gover-
nor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”” And they said,
“Barabbas.” ““Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All
of them said, “Let him be crucified!” “"Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted
all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

**So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it
yourselves.” “’Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” “°So he
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Sing verses 3 & 4 “My Song of Love Unknown”

“"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered
the whole cohort around him. *“They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, “’and after twisting
some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before
him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” “'They spat on him, and took the reed and
struck him on the head. *' After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

*As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to
carry his cross. ~~And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),
“they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And
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when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; ““then they sat
down there and kept watch over him. *’Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is
Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

**Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. *"Those who passed by
derided him, shaking their heads “"and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” *'In the same way the chief
priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “*“He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him.
“He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.”” “*The bandits
who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

“*From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. “°And about three
o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?” *"When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.”
““At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. “’But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” *'Then Jesus cried
again with a loud voice and breathed his last. °' At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. *’The tombs also were opened, and many
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. ~ After his resurrection they came out of the tombs
and entered the holy city and appeared to many. >"Now when the centurion and those with him, who were
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly
this man was God’s Son!”

“"Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and
had provided for him. **’Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

”'7Whel_1 it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple
of Jesus. ""He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. *’So
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth “’and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. °'Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

Sing verses 5 “My Song of Love Unknown”

(’zThg next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate “’and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I
will rise again.” *'Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disci-
ples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,” and the last de-
ception would be worse than the first.” **Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as
secure as you can.” “°So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

Sing verses 6 “My Song of Love Unknown”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor David Hall

It wasn’t but a few months ago that we gathered for the Mass of Christ’s birth. We heard again the
Christmas story which told us Jesus was born in (where?) Bethlehem. The name Bethlehem trans-
lates as House of Bread and we learned that the One who would be known as the “Bread of Life”
was laid in a feeding trough or manger.

All the while outside the little town of Bethlehem, shepherds were keeping watch over their flocks
by night. These shepherds become the first to worship the newborn Jesus. Besides being known for
the grains grown near it, Bethlehem was known for its pastures like the ones that David wrote
about in the psalms. The most famous one begins, “The Lord is my shepherd.”

Bethlehem was only a couple of miles from Jerusalem and its temple. The temple is where lambs
were sacrificed, sometimes as many as two per day during festival times. And during their largest
Festival, Passover, each family sacrificed a lamb. This amounted to thousands of lambs killed. So,
tending sheep was a thriving business.

On the day that followed the last Sabbath, before the Passover celebration, the shepherds of Beth-
lehem lead thousands of lambs into Jerusalem. It was a kind of Lamb parade into Jerusalem
through the Sheep Gate. At the front of this procession was the lamb who would be the temple’s
Paschal Lamb and as the parade moved passed the crowd, they waved palms and sang Hosanna.
Following behind the Lamb procession, Jesus and his disciples paraded into Jerusalem. On that
day which we now call Palm Sunday, Jesus was the Paschal Lamb in the lead. He is the true Lamb
of God who as John’s gospel says, takes away the sin of the world. As Jesus passes by, the crowds
wave their palms and sing about “the One who comes in the name of the Lord.”

The angry religious leaders insist that Jesus and his disciples need to quiet the crowd because they
feared that the Romans would crack down on their riotous celebration. But as we read in Luke’s
version of this parade, Jesus responds that if the crowd would cease their celebration, the stones on
which they stand would cry out in joy. Jesus rode on to the temple where he would teach the peo-
ple and challenge the religious leaders further angering them.

As in the original Passover in Egypt, a lamb was sacrificed and the blood protected then so also
Jesus would be sacrificed for the salvation of the people. He was truly the Lamb of God who
would save the world.

Later that week, as our gospel text tells us, a sign would be placed above him identifying him as
“The King of the Jews.” Although the Jewish authorities try to have the sign removed, Pilate refus-
es.

It is pretty clear that Jesus was claiming that title as he rode a donkey into Jerusalem. Kings before
him had ridden a donkey as they readied themselves to be crowned and to ascend their throne. That
was what Jesus had done, but his crown was made of thorns and his throne was a wooden cross.
There on that cross the Paschal Lamb of God was sacrificed that we should live.
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flesh and die? My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
life did spend; who at my need his life did spend!
thirst and cry, and for his death they thirst and cry.
‘gainst him  rise; them - selves dis - please,and ’gainst him rise.

5 They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful he to suff’ring goes,
that he his foes from thence might free.

6 In life, no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death, no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
What may I say? Heav’n was his home;
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing—
no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.

This is my friend,

in whose sweet praise

I all my days could gladly spend!

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683
Music: RHOSYMEDRE, John D. Edwards, 1806—1885
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give
us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threat-
ened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers
who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to
leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and
those who face execution. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt.
Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness.
Tend to all who cry out for relief (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things,
show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the
sake of others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in
heaven and on earth (especially), let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection
and our hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to
you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. During this difficult time you may mail your offing to Calvary Lutheran Church,
950 129" Road, Stromsburg, NE 68666

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
OFFERING PRAYER

Holy and generous host,

you set a table where we feast as friends.

Prepare us to witness to your goodness

with every gift you have given us to share,

that all people may know your peace

through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.

You gather your people around the tree of the cross,
transforming death into life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,

our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.

You led your people Israel through the desert,

and provided them water from the rock.

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,

pouring out his life for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,

his life, death, and resurrection,

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:

wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

15



Beneath the Cross of Jesus
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrim-
age: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song
of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Now is the acceptable time.
Now is the day of salvation.
Holy God,

speaking, spoken, and inspiring,
* bless you, unbind you,

and send you in love and in peace.
Amen.
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Were You There

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual
Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks

be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

0 |
b2 I I . n
e [ B b
> EEE r o
A Fr ¢
1 Were you there when they cru - ci - fied my Lord? Were you there?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to  the tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in  the side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
5 Were you there when they laid him in  the tomb? .
Were you there?
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Oh, some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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The Calvary church council continues to monitor the coronavirus and its effects on our worship
services. We will not hold worship services in April. We will make a decision toward the end of April
about services in May based on the safety of meeting in groups. Confirmation Day has been postponed
until the fall.

With the restrictions on nursing home visits, Sister Anne is limited to whom she can visit. She is
available to anyone who would like the comfort of a visit and also if you would like private commun-
ion. Right now she will plan on Wednesday visits, but she is certainly available on other days of the
week. Her direct number is 308-249-3810.

Pastor David Hall and Sister Anne ae planning services for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
recorded at St. John’s Lutheran in Shell Lake. Services to be available on Facebook for Calvary Swede
Home, First Lutheran Rising City and St. John’s Shell Lake.

As time goes on, we will continue to reach out to the needs of others. If you have any ideas or sug-
gestions, or anyone you want included that may appreciate a call, please respond to the church email or
call the church office 402-764-5981. You will receive a recording at the office, please leave a mes-
sage. You may also call Linda Fuhr, at her cell 402-366-2091. You may also contact church council
members:

Kent Adelson 402/362-9107
Todd Hanquist 402/764-0078
Lynn Hofmann 402/366-1765
Dan Oquist 402/366-8157
Fran Lott 402/710-0756
Sandy Johnston 402/881-7197
Daniel Ienn 402/710-0673

During this time of restricted gatherings it is important to remember and consider the financial
needs of the congregation. The funding for our ministry will still happen during this time, even though
we will not be meeting for worship and taking offering. We know these distressing times may also
cause finan- cial hardship on our families, but where ever possible, we are asking that you prayerfully
consider mailing your offering to the church,

Calvary Lutheran Church
950 129th Rd
Stromsburg NE 68666

Pray for our leaders, our nurses, doctors and other medical staff, the people who make our food and
necessary supplies available, those who deliver what we need to care for ourselves and our families,
and those who stay home to protect the health of others even when it is difficult.

Church Telephone — 402-764-5981
Parsonage Telephone — 402-764-5961
Pastor Kimberly’s cell phone — 402-764-0481
Pastor Kimberly’s email — kimberlyrbelken@gmail.com
Web page — www.CalvarySwedeHome.org
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